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“Developing the 
curriculum is 

everybody’s job” 
 

“Improving Our Curriculum Through Self 
Evaluation” HMIe 

“..It is easier to relocate a 

cemetery than change the 

school curriculum…” 
 

US President Woodrow Wilson 1914 

 



 Learners in school right now are likely to end 
up in careers that are not yet invented. 

 School is not like it used to be – where we 
learned by rote, sat in silence, did not debate 
or question or challenge and demonstrated 
our learning through tests and exams. 

 Assessment is much more varied; skills and 
knowledge are of equal value; education must 
change and adapt along with everything else. 



 To increase knowledge and understanding of 
the Nationals 

 To understand progression routes through 
the Senior Phase 

 To outline the nature of assessment in the 
Senior Phase, especially in S4 



 To ensure the S4 receive the best educational 
experience we can give them 

 To ensure our departments are well-read on 
the Nationals, to access the most up-to-date 
resources and information that we can, to be 
professional in our approach to delivering CfE 

 To review and develop S4 courses in light of 
the experience of last year’s cohort with a 
view to improving learning and teaching even 
more for this year’s cohort 







Current Qualifications New Qualifications 
Replaced  

by 

(Revised) 

(Revised) 

National 1 

National 2 

National 3 



 National 3 is not graded and does not have 
an examination.  It is pass/fail and is based 
on Units. 

 National 4 is not graded and does not have 
an examination.  It is pass/fail and is based 
on Units.  All National 4 courses have an 
Added Value Unit. 

 National 5 is graded A-D and in most 
subjects will have both Units and a Course 

Assessment normally marked by SQA. 

 



The tasks vary from subject to subject: 
 Assignments: structured problem-solving exercise with clear 

guidelines   

 Case studies: stimulus-based assessment of learner’s ability to 
analyse and draw conclusions 

 Practical activities: direct application of learner’s skills to making or 
building something 

 Performances: practical demonstration of learner’s skills 

 Portfolios: collection of learner’s work assembled over the period of 
learning 

 Projects: open-ended task with support appropriate to the SCQF 
level requiring investigative/research skills  

 Question papers/tests: examination of knowledge and 
understanding via written responses 

 





 Each National course (National 3, National 4, 
National 5) has a number of Internal Unit 
Assessments (UASPs) along the way to 
certification.   

 They vary in type and in number according to 
subject. 

 They act as regular checkpoints for pupil and 
teacher in terms of measuring progress and 
considering level of presentation. 



 National 5 courses have Course Assessments 
to pass to allow for full certification. 

 To be successful in the Course Assessment, 
learners are asked to apply what they have 
learned throughout the course in an 
externally marked task. 

 This task may be an assignment and/ or a 
series of exam papers and/or a portfolio of 
coursework evidence, showing achievement 
over the year. 



 It is important that the child is at the centre of all we do 
and that we consider our learners as individuals. 
 

 Some but not all learners were (in old money) capable of 
Credit level in S4; some but not all learners will be capable 
of National 5 in S4. 
 

 National 4 is a worthwhile qualification in its own right – 
as General level was previously. 
 

 National 3 is a worthwhile qualification in its own right – 
as Foundation level was previously. 
 

 The demands of National 5 are hierarchical with Higher. 



 We have worked with the S4 cohort since their 
arrival and are already aware of learners with 
additional support needs.  Every child has 
individual needs unique to them. 

 Any SQA Assessment Arrangements are based on 
evidence of need and relate to the current year of 
study. 

 You and your child will be notified of any 
Assessment Arrangements for which evidence 
from class teachers has been provided.  The 
prelim (January) will be part of this evidence. 

 These will be input to the SQA database prior to 
the final exam diet (April-June). 



 This Unit Assessment is a compulsory part of 
National 3 and National 4 English (reading, 
writing, talking, listening in a non-fiction 
context). 

 Under SQA guidelines, learners with an 
additional support need are not permitted to 
use a human reader for any reading 
assessment or a human scribe for any writing 
assessment. 

 This is not a timed assessment and the use of 
technology should overcome any barrier. 



Staff are used to delivering Intermediate 1 
and Intermediate 2 – the Nationals are 
very similar.  Staff are also now 
experienced at delivering the Nationals 
and are reflective practitioners. 

 

Staff are used to moving learners up and 
down levels as progress dictates – final 
levels are to be decided by 31st March. 

 

 
 



 If a pupil passes all units at National 5 but 
fails the exam (course assessment), they may 
qualify for SQA Recognising Positive 
Achievement procedure. 

 

 If a pupil has produced evidence of the Added 
Value Unit at National 4 during their National 
5 course, and has successfully passed all the 
units at National 5, they can be awarded a full 
National 4 qualification. 



 

 



 





 Parentzone is organised into distinct and 
user-friendly areas covering issues that 
affect parents during the different stages of 
their children's education.  
www.parentzonescotland.gov.uk  

 

http://www.parentzonescotland.gov.uk/






 As of 2014, the Appeals Service no longer exists. 

 Instead, an administrative review of the marking 
of a candidate’s script can be requested. 

 This could result in a candidate’s grade going up 
or down and there will be no consideration of 
additional evidence with this service.   

 Any candidate who has suffered as a result of 
exceptional circumstances (bereavement or 
illness) can apply for “Exceptional Circumstances 
Consideration” and will be able to submit 
coursework, class assessments or prelims.  There 
are likely to be very few of these cases. 



 If a pupil sits National 5 exam and fails, do 
they automatically get a National 4? 

 No. It is envisaged that pupils will have 
covered the required learning and achieve the 
necessary outcomes in S3 and S4 that would 
support the award of National 4 within the 
subjects they are studying. Therefore, 
although not automatic, evidence would be 
submitted to SQA as appropriate. 

 



 How can parents be certain that their children 
will benefit from the new qualifications after 
the first exams have been sat and marked? 

 The new qualifications have been designed to 
follow on from Curriculum for Excellence’s 
outcomes and experiences. They offer the 
opportunity for pupils to broaden and deepen 
their understanding. They have also been 
designed to prepare pupils for Higher exams. 

 



 What are the advantages of the new 
qualifications over the Standard Grades and 
Intermediate exams? 

 Many of the existing standard grades did not 
provide easy movement to Higher due to 
content, structure and assessment methods. 
The new qualifications provide a complete, 
progressive education, with curriculum for 
Excellence, for pupils aged 3 to 18. 

 


