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Senior Phase Examinations 
Prelim exams for National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher are currently taking place in school so there is 
an unnatural hush around the corridors for most of the day. There is no study leave for pupils, a policy 
agreed at local authority level; pupils should be attending their normal classes whenever they are not in 
an exam.   
 
You may have seen some negative press coverage recently about Highers. Concerns included: whether 
the old and new Highers are of an equivalent standard; whether colleges, universities and employers 
will value them equally; whether pupils sitting an old Higher this session will be disadvantaged should 
they decide to go on to Advanced Higher in the subject next session. I have to say the articles I read 
seemed to be exaggerating concerns and I have no hesitation in stating that any pupil who achieves a 
Higher, whether the old or the new, can be certain that their qualification is highly valued. In most 
subjects at NBHS, pupils are sitting the new Higher; you can find information about the exceptions on 
the school website, under School Information/Curriculum/Highers 2014-15. 
 
Another issue which came up in Parliament this week, was that of the SQA appeal system and how the 
cost of an appeal may be disadvantaging some pupils. There were factual errors in the debate; in fact, 
the SQA has done away with appeals. Under the new system, if a school feels that the SQA has made an 
error in the marking of a candidate’s paper, there is the option of a clerical check or a marking review, 
not an appeal. There is a cost attached to these but that has no bearing on the school’s decision as to 
whether either of these should be requested for a candidate. Rather, the decision is made according to 
the principal teacher’s professional judgement.  All senior pupils were given information about this 
post-results service before they sat their exams last spring and information is also available on the SQA 
website should you wish to find out more. 
 
 
Study Guides 
With prelim exams on the go, this is often the time of year when parents consider purchasing study 
guides and past papers for their children who are sitting National Qualifications this spring. While we do 
not recommend the guides of any specific publisher, your child can ask his/her teachers if there is a 
particular book in each subject which they think might be helpful for revision and exam preparation. 
Please note that study guides for the new Higher from some of the Scottish publishers, such as Leckie & 
Leckie, are not due out until March. 
 
 
National Qualifications 
The Scottish Government has provided funding for every secondary school to hold an information 
evening explaining the new National Qualifications to parents. NBHS will be holding this session on 
Tuesday 10 March and more details will follow. It is primarily aimed at parents of pupils in primaries 5, 
6 and 7 in our cluster schools, as well as parents of pupils in lower secondary years.  
 
 
PTA Burns Supper 
On Friday 30 January, we will be celebrating the life and works of our national bard, Robert Burns, here 
at the High School. The speeches and recitations are given by our senior pupil team of Head Boy, Head 
Girl and their deputes. There is also music and ceilidh dancing to a live band after the traditional supper 
of haggis, neeps and tatties. The fun starts at 6.30 pm prompt with a display of Scottish Highland 
dancing. It is obviously the place to be on the 30th, as tickets sold out in record time! 
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Staffing 
One of our long-serving members of staff, Mr Ian Johnston, quietly retired at Christmas. He has taught 
RME, philosophy and religious, moral & philosophical studies here at NBHS for many years and was 
extremely highly-respected by his pupils. One thing I have heard his pupils say is that Mr Johnston 
always made them think, then think some more; I believe that is a great legacy for a teacher to leave his 
pupils. We are pleased that Ms Christie has joined the social sciences faculty and will be teaching RME 
here for the next few months. Mrs Lowe is now taking over philosophy classes, as well as continuing to 
teach RME.  
 
A lovely piece of news is that Mrs Clubb, principal teacher of numeracy, has given birth to baby Eilidh, 
somewhat earlier than expected! Mr Cox will be acting principal teacher of the faculty until her return. 
We are in the process of recruiting another maths teacher to bring the faculty up to full capacity and 
hope to have a new teacher in place very soon.  
 
Mr Maxwell, principal teacher of literacy, was taken ill suddenly this week and may be off for some 
time. Our aim is to ensure that his classes are taught by subject specialists as much as possible and we 
will look to recruit a supply teacher if necessary. We wish him well in his recovery.   
 
 
Transport Issues 
Can I respectfully remind all parents that no cars should be parked in the disabled parking spaces or on 
the double yellow lines at the front of the school, except those which transport pupils with particular 
needs. If you are dropping off your child in the morning or collecting him/her at the end of the day, 
please arrange to do so away from the school building. We are only a very short walk from Law Road. 
Please respect the disabled parking spaces and the double yellow lines. Likewise, Sports Centre 
management have asked me to remind parents that only Sports Centre users are permitted to use their 
car park. They have had complaints from members of the public about High School and Law Primary 
parents using it to drop off and collect their children. Some of our senior pupils have passed their 
driving test and are coming to school by car; we have told them that they must use the school car park, 
not the Sports Centre. I would appreciate it if you could reinforce this message. 
 
 
Adverse Winter Weather 
As we face some very cold and windy weather at the moment, we keep a close eye on the forecast each 
day. Should there be a possibility of the school being closed, you can keep up to date in the following 
ways: listen to local media, particularly Radio Forth and Radio Scotland; check the school and the East 
Lothian Council websites; look out for text or email messages from the school; become familiar with the 
information from ELC on adverse weather, available as a link on the school website. Please can you also 
ensure that your child’s emergency contact details are up to date and let school know of any changes.  
 
 
Water Bottles 
You may remember that some time ago the school stopped providing plastic cups beside the water 
fountains as the cost was becoming prohibitive. Pupils were asked to bring their own refillable water 
bottle. Please could you check that your child has a water bottle for this purpose.  
 
 
Scottish Government Attainment Survey 
The Scottish Parliament’s Education and Culture Committee is asking parents of young people in 
Scottish schools to complete a survey. This is in order to gather parents’ views on raising attainment 
and closing the gap in Scottish education – two of our national priorities. The Committee wants to 
consider how parents (including carers) and schools can best work together to raise all pupils’ 
attainment, particularly those whose attainment is lowest. The responses to the survey will help to 
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inform an evidence session due to take place later in the year. The survey is fairly brief and I hope that 
many of you will take this opportunity to have your voice heard at a national level. The survey will run 
until 7 March 2015. You can follow the link on the school website.  
 
 
Music for Malawi Trip 2016 
Malawi is a country which is very dear to our hearts here at NBHS. We had two very successful Music 
for Malawi trips, in 2010 and 2013, and we are now planning the next trip, which is open to pupils in 
the current S3 to S5 year groups. Though there is a musical element to the trip, particularly with the 
choir, there are spaces for all pupils. Interested pupils and their parents have been invited to an 
information evening at 7.00 pm on Wednesday 4 February. The trip will include a stay in the rural north 
of the country in Katunguwiri village, home of our partner school. There will also be visits to Ekwendeni 
AIDS/HIV centre and, hopefully, one of our Mary’s Meals school kitchens. Having been lucky enough to 
accompany the first Music for Malawi trip in 2010, I know that it will be an amazing experience for 
those lucky enough to go in 2016.  
 
 
Course Choicing 
Over the coming weeks, pupils from S2 to S5 will be making some course choices. Parents of pupils in 
each of these year groups have received a letter detailing this process and giving key dates – see the 
Letters to Parents section of the school website if your child has not brought a letter home. Guidance 
staff play a key role in supporting our pupils to make the most appropriate choices, aided by class and 
principal teachers who give pupils information about specific subjects. For pupils in S3 and S4, guidance 
staff will not be discussing just the next academic session with pupils; rather, the discussion will include 
possible pathways right through to the pupil’s planned exit point from school, and beyond. During the 
first week in February, S3 pupils have a ‘learning review’ week, when they discuss their progress with 
their teachers and look to the future. Course choice information evenings are being held in February for 
current S2, S3 and S4 parents. The information evening for the new S6 pupils (current S5) will be held in 
June. 
 
 
S4 Work Experience 
Our S4 pupils have recently returned from their week-long work experience, with placements all over 
the country and in a huge variety of workplaces. In future PSE lessons, pupils will be reflecting on their 
experience and considering how it might influence their future choice of career. We are very grateful to 
all the businesses and organisations which provide placements for our pupils, and for the staff who 
kindly mentor them while on placement. We are looking at changing the date of our S4 work 
experience week in future as January will not fit well with the one-year National qualification courses 
which pupils embark upon next session. We are liaising with the East Lothian Council work experience 
co-ordinator and hope to have dates finalised soon for next session’s S4 cohort.  
 
 
S2 Ski and Non-ski Activities 
The ski trip is always a highlight of the year for many of our S2 pupils and this year was no exception: 
just under half of the year group enjoyed a week’s skiing in the Italian Alps. I was delighted to receive a 
lovely email from a couple who stayed in the same hotel as our group. They commented: “ We were 
extremely impressed with your students. Their behaviour at all times was exemplary and the hard work, 
organisation and professionalism of the accompanying staff was outstanding. The group as a whole was 
a credit to itself and to your school.” The other half of the year group had a suspended timetable for 
the week and enjoyed a variety of challenges and activities in the local area and in Edinburgh. Look out 
for details in our Weekly News. 
 
 



4 
 

Communication  
Website    
As you are aware, the website is a major way of communicating with parents. Hopefully, you will have 
noticed some improvements to our school website recently. Staff, pupils and members of the Parent 
Council communication subgroup continue to work behind the scenes to improve the quality of the 
content, the appearance and the ease of use of the site. Please do sign up for an email reminder of 
updates. It’s easy  – just enter your email address and click on the Subscribe link at the left hand side 
of the page.  
 
Social Media    
Another great way of keeping in touch with what is happening in school is through social media: do 
follow us on facebook and twitter, both of which can be accessed via the front page of the school 
website. 
  
Email    
We are making increased use of our new electronic system which allows us to email all parents. Please 
make sure that the school has an up to date email address for you. If you think that these emails may 
not be getting through to you, do let us know. 
 
Pupil Bulletin    
Every day, we issue a pupil bulletin which gives information about clubs, sports events, opportunities 
outwith school, lost property – basically, everything pupils need to know on a daily basis. The bulletin is 
read out to pupils in registration or assembly and is displayed on noticeboards around the school. If you 
are interested in reading the bulletin, it is also published on the school website daily.  
 
Weekly News   
An exciting new initiative in terms of communication is our weekly news bulletin, which comes out 
every Friday. This is an update of all that has been happening in school throughout the week, as well as 
details of our pupils’ achievements outwith school. Please do send any news that you would like to see 

included in this newsletter to ncollingswood@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk.                                         
 
Head Teacher’s Update   
There is, of course, also this Update. Do look out for it towards the end of each month via an email 
message and on the website. 
 
Communication regarding Individual Pupils   
Should you have any comments or queries or wish to pass on any information, the first point of contact 
is usually your child’s guidance teacher: 

Craig House Mr McDowell  rmcdowell@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk  
Fidra House Mrs McCormack jmccormack@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk  
Glen House Mrs Casson  gcasson@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk  
Law House Mr Stebbing  cstebbing@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk  

 
You can also contact us by telephone:  01620 894661 (absence line 01620 894716) 
                              or by a general email:  northberwick.hs@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk. 
 
 
 
Lauren Rodger   
lrodger@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk  
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