
Parent Focus Group Findings 
November 2014 

 
 

Key issues discussed: 
 

 The evolving curriculum in the Senior Phase and rationale for change 

 Timetabling S4/5/6 together as a single cohort and the implications of this 

 Bypassing National 5 altogether/ 2-year Higher courses 

 Personal Support 

 S6 and what it is for 

 Shared findings from staff consultation on these issues – pros/cons of each model 
 
 
 

Summary of findings 
 
 

S4/5/6 together 
 

 How this is received very much depends on the individual child 

 Children who are not robust may find it difficult to be away from their peer group 

 S4 are doing things for the first time; S5/6 are not 

 If this meant that there were 6 column choices in S4 and S5 and S6, would this mean that 
every subject and level had 4 taught hours?  Would this generate study periods for S5? 

 Some schools have subject specialists assigned to the study periods to enable Higher to be 
taught in 5 hours 

 Different children will use study periods or independent learning opportunities differently – 
some successfully; some not 

 Differences in self-confidence and maturity from S4 to S6 

 No fundamental problem with the concept of timetabling S4/5/6 together 

 Healthy to strengthen links between S6 and other year groups 

 Is allowing pupils to study 6 subjects in S5 a better model? 

 Good idea as it broadens options – some classes that did not run before would run 

 It is good practice to build study periods into the Senior Phase 

 What would happen in a study period? 

 It is clear that certain models work well for certain demographics 

 Could this broaden out choices?  Would the more able be able to sit AH in S5?  Would the 
less able have more choice of suitable courses for them?# 

 “Eeek!” 

 3 year span is very broad 

 Would this mean smaller class sizes? 

 Coursing by ability rather than age is sensible 

 How many Highers would be possible in this model – 5  or 6? 

 Would Higher courses get 4 hours or 5 hours of teaching time? 

 Would elements of National 5 have to be taught first?  In which subjects would this have to 
happen? 

 Does this model make a mockery of National 4 and National 5 qualifications? 
 



Bypassing Nat 5/ 2-year courses (2-year Higher or 2-year Nat 5 for some; some discussion around 6 
subjects in S4) 

 

 Risk! 

 We like prelims 

 Prelims are good! 

 Going straight into an exam without any prior exam experience is scary 

 Lack of exam experience might impact these learners negatively 

 Can see that adding 11 weeks of learning onto an experience is good for the young people – 
no break in learning in S4 at all as no need to sit prelim or exam 

 Value in sitting National 5 

 Spending longer on Higher might be good for true depth of learning 

 Spending longer on Higher might be bad for motivation 

 2 year Highers mean choosing for Higher in S3 – what will we do if pupils change their mind? 

 If this was a model we propose to adopt, many pupils and parents would need further 
reassurance 

 Linlithgow Academy doing this now – pupils who do not sit National 5 cannot be 
disadvantaged 

 A “good all-rounder” child might suffer from having to make choices for Higher at the end of 
S3 

 Is there going to be a “get out” for pupils who make the wrong choices?  Work needs to be 
done on reassuring parents and pupils about the course choicing process 

 What is S3 for? 

 Would not want S4 to be a box ticking exercise in terms of assessment rather than learning 
to learn 

 Why are so many pupils doing Nat 4 AVUs when they are clearly Nat 5 pupils? 

 Constant over-assessment in current system 

 Worried about practical subjects becoming marginalised 

 Doing fewer subjects in S4 feels as if it is catering for the middle rather than the most able 

 I’d much rather they did 6 subjects in S4 as they will do better in the long run  

 I’m concerned that you are disadvantaging pupils with 6 subjects 

 Will 6 subjects mean more crash Highers in S5? 

 Will universities look at National 5s? 

 Is a 2-year Higher the only option?  No – 2-year Nat 5 too 

 More reassurance for parents needed if we decide to go with a bypassing model 

 Is 6 Highers over 2 years the most we can offer the most able? 

 Quite keen on a model that would allow longer time to study Higher 

 Doing 8 subjects is teaching pupils to pass tests 

 Need to consider course choicing carefully – quite hard to think about choosing 6 in S4 but 
might be easier to consider S4-S6 as one phase and think about likely needs/interests all 
together 

 Would 2-year courses effectively mean streaming?  Are we ok with that? 

 Pupils need to understand that Nat 5 Maths/Nat 5 English are of value but what is the value 
of other Nat 5 qualifications?  Depends on needs of individual pupils 

 Need to consider the 40% who do not go to university 

 The exercise done with staff and the Curriculum Development Group on 4 different types of 
learner and what they need might be good to repeat with all parents! 

 
 
 



Personal Support 
 
(Building the  Curriculum 3 outlines this requirement for our young people; we are considering using 
the 6 minutes of registration each day together as a 30 minute personal support session where a 
tutor engages in learning conversations with the young people in their charge; pilot going on now 
with S1-3 mixed groups) 
 

 Like the sound of this 

 Active sessions and the smallest group size possible would work best 

 Coaching only works one-to-one not in a group session 

 Would there be overlap or confusion with PSE? 

 Registration is more comfortable for the younger pupils 

 Not sure about mixing S1-6 vertically for this type of  thing 

 If it fosters and encourages the development of resilience, I’m all for it 

 Practical study skills could be covered in a useful way 

 Younger children like registration 

 S1-6 is a big mix of needs for this type of group 

 Ask the pupils if they see value in this 

 Concern that 30 minutes a week is not enough 

 Will all teachers have the necessary skills to implement this successfully? 

 Pastoral 
 
 
S6 

 

 You are up against it if you are trying to change the culture of S6 

 I like the sound of the volunteering award  

 I’m happy for them to register at 8:39am every day 

 It is about academic study and wider achievement 

 Why do so few NBHS pupils apply to universities outwith Scotland? 

 English universities will make their offers based on 3 Advanced Highers 

 Can we use S6 more to alleviate the pressure of S5? 

 Universities ask for qualifications by the end of S5 

 What about pupils who are not going to go to university? 

 Like the sound of short courses / units becoming more recognised and valued 

 Short courses might offset any drop in languages/arts/technologies generated by taking 
fewer subjects in S4 

 Short courses available in S5/6 might affect choices in S4 – need to consider what might be 
available now 
 

 
 


