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News 
 

Welcome to the final newsletter of the 2015-16 session.  It is packed full of the 
achievements and successes of our pupils, both in and out of school. 
 

Grease 
NBHS pupils lit up the stage for a three performance run of Grease – the 

Musical.  The cast of 30 
included pupils from S1 to 
S6, with a mix of 
experienced performers 
and those involved in a 

production for the first time, as well as a guest 
appearance by our very own Mr 
Jones as the teen angel.  It was a 
joy to see how well the whole 
cast worked together to present 

a production full of 
fun, laughter and 
energy.   
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Success at Earlston Model United Nations 

We are delighted to share the Model United Nations group’s success in 

scooping a number of awards at the recent, highly enjoyable, MUN conference 

at Earlston High School.  Having grown from a small selection of very nervous 

pupils only three years ago, the Model United Nations group has grown and 

developed in number 

and confidence.  They 

all worked extremely 

hard researching the 

views of their countries 

and preparing 

resolutions on issues as 

diverse as Government 

Censorship in the 

Media, Compulsory 

Vegetarianism and 

Organ Trafficking.   

For many in our group, it was their first time at a conference, yet they 

managed to present and defend their resolutions, propose amendments and 

maintain a high level of debate.   Indeed, one of our first-timers, Nathan 

Robertson, was awarded ‘Best First-Time Delegate’ in his committee.  For our 

more experienced MUN-ers, this conference was our most successful yet.  

Eilidh McSherry and Angus Nelson both achieved Best Delegate awards and 

our delegation representing China was awarded Best Delegation in the General 

Assembly Emergency Debate (well done to Eilidh McSherry, Angus Nelson, Alec 

Thompson, Rachel Jackson and Rebecca Thompson).  We were utterly 

delighted by our pupils’ success and particularly proud of their diplomatic skills 

in avoiding starting World War Three, despite the USA launching nukes into 

space. 

Following on from our growing success at other conferences, we are delighted 

to be welcoming schools from across Scotland to our very own MUN 

conference on 30th September.   
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Senior Pupils Learn Lessons from Holocaust Survivor 

On the afternoon of June 20th we were 
privileged to welcome Eva Clarke, a 
Holocaust survivor, to North Berwick High 
School.  Eva was born in Mauthausen 
concentration camp in 1945 and 
recounted her family story to our senior 
historians and all of S6.  In her story, she 
explained the rise of anti-Semitism in 
Europe during the 1930s and how the 
build-up of such hatred led to the 
destructive policies put in place by the 
Nazis during the Final Solution.  Pupils 
listened to how war time events shaped 
Eva and her mother's life in the aftermath 
and pupils learned the importance of 
tolerance and respect, drawing parallels 

with current events. 

S6 students have now been given the opportunity to apply for the “Lessons 
From Auschwitz” course - a UK wide project run by the Holocaust Educational 
Trust which entitles 2 senior pupils from each school in Scotland to participate 
in an academic study of the Holocaust including a visit to Auschwitz this 
autumn.  Pupils will then embark on a project to deliver the Lessons learned 
from the Holocaust to younger pupils and the wider community. 

Our principal teacher of social subjects Mrs Hughes remarked: “Eva is an 
inspirational speaker who has had a clear effect on our senior pupils.  She has 
inspired them to think about historical events in a global context and how the 
lessons learned from the Holocaust are universal.  Eva hopes that people will 
continue to discuss what they have learned and apply their understanding with 
contemporary relevance.” 
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Gold Medal Success at Gardening Scotland Show 

Earlier this month, we were delighted that NBHS won a gold medal at the 
Gardening Scotland Show at Ingliston. 

Jamie Fleming, Fraser Higgins, Alex Parfitt, 
Cherry Gallacher, Cera Gemmell, Chloe 
Harkness, Jodie McDougall, Ellen Clark and 
Heather Fortune, with the guidance of Dr 
McKendrick and Mrs Bloomfield, worked hard 
to design and create a beautiful and 
imaginative garden to suit the theme of ‘Health 
and Happiness’.   

A big thank you is due to all the parents who 
kindly donated plants and items which were 
cleverly incorporated into the design. 
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S1 Archaeology Dig 
 
Earlier this term pupils from the S1 History Club enjoyed an afternoon trip to 

nearby Aberlady, 
where a large Anglo-
Saxon community 
archaeology dig was 
underway.  The pupils 
had the chance to get 
muddy and dig for 
some artefacts 
themselves!  They 
learned about the 
techniques and tools 
that archaeologists use 

and how to accurately identify artefacts and they were excited to discover 
shells, pottery and even some bones.  After this the pupils attended a 
workshop and had the opportunity to handle some impressive artefacts and 
weapons, including spear-heads and swords.  It was a fantastic experience and 
a great opportunity to discover some local history. 

 
NBHS Showjumping Team 
 
On a beautiful Saturday in May, S1 pupils Meredith Lott and Holly Cotter 

travelled to Kelso to represent North 

Berwick High School at the National 

Schools Equestrian Association 

competition at Floors Castle Horse 

Trials.  As this was a particularly 

prestigious event, the classes all had 

high entry numbers and competition 

was fierce.  We are so proud of the 

girls, who both jumped double clear 

rounds in the 60cm-65cm class and the 

70cm-75cm class.  Holly and Dusty were delighted to achieve individual 6th 

place in the 60cm-65cm class.  Congratulations to both girls for representing 

the school so well.  Any pupils interested in joining the school team are very 

welcome and should talk to Mrs Gilchrist. 



NBHS NEWS 
 

S2 Pupil Wins Prestigious Pushkin Prize 
 

We were delighted to hear that S2 pupil 
Esme Allen had been selected as one of 10 
Scottish winners of the 2016 Pushkin 
Prize, a writing competion open to 
Scottish and Russian pupils in their first 
and second years of secondary education.  
Esme submitted a folio which included a 
poem, an extract from a book and a short 
story.  The entries were judged by a panel 
of professional writers.  All the winners 
were invited to a prize-giving event in 
Edinburgh, followed by a week at Moniack 
Mhor, where they enjoyed sessions on 
Russian language and culture and 
attended as workshops on writing and 
literary criticism.  The week ended with a 
ceilidh and a chance for the winners to 

perform a piece which they had written 
during the week.  Congratulations to Esme for her remarkable achievement. 
 

NBHS Pipers Perform in International Concert 
 

If you have ever attended one of our music concerts, you will know that we 

have some very talented 

pipers in our school.  Earlier 

this term two NBHS pupils 

joined Preston Lodge Pipe 

Band at Germany's Music 

Show Scotland.  S3 pupil Ruari 

Black and S1 pupil Fergus 

McClintock performed to a 

capacity audience of over 

6000 people in the Tui Arena 

in Hanover.  Supported by the Scottish Schools Pipes and Drums Trust and 

under the leadership of Pipe Major Lee Moore, the band were so highly 

thought of that they were given an open invitation to return and join the show 

any time.  Congratulations to both boys! 
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And finally… 

This morning we enjoyed a joyful end to the year with a whole school ceilidh.  

Luck was with us as the weather stayed fine and pupils and teachers alike 

joined in with energy and enthusiasm. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Please send any news that you would like to see included in this newsletter to 

communications@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk 


