
 
 
 Staffing News 
A number of our staff leave NBHS at the end of the session and we will certainly be sad to see them 
go. Mr Jeffries, Principal Teacher of health & wellbeing, is retiring after nearly 35 years’ service at 
the school. There is no doubt that Mr Jeffries has had a lasting impact on the lives of thousands of 
pupils over the years, not just in PE, but through his dedication to running extra-curricular sport and 
our wonderful Christmas dances. Mrs Pollock, maths teacher, will also be retiring: her pupils have 
appreciated her quiet skill in building up their confidence in their maths ability. Also leaving at the 
end of the session are: Mr Andrews from the learning support department; Mrs Dollive from the 
chemistry department; Mrs Morrison from the geography department; and Mrs Watson from the PE 
department. Our sincere thanks go to them all for giving the young people of NBHS such positive 
learning experiences, both within and beyond their classrooms, and we wish them well for the 
future. We also say goodbye and thank you to four of our probationer teachers – Miss Davey in PE, 
Mr Elder-Smith in RME, Mr Kane in English and Mrs McMillan in home economics. They have proved 
to be an asset to the school in their year at NBHS and we wish them every success for their future 
career in teaching. Earlier this term, Mr Buechardt in CDT and Mr Heron in business studies moved 
on from NBHS and, again, we thank them for their time with us. In August, I will update you with the 
names of current staff taking up new roles and new staff joining us. 
 
Senior Pupil Team 
I recently had the pleasure of interviewing candidates from the new S6 for the senior posts in school, 
along with Mrs Moore, depute in charge of S6. The calibre of candidates was outstanding, making 
our decision a difficult one. As well as going through a vote by their S6 peers and staff, applicants 
had to complete an application form, give a speech to their year group and have a formal interview. I 
am pleased to announce the names of our senior team for session 2016-2017: 
 

Head Girl Rowan Baxter  6G2  Head Boy Adam Whiteside  6G2 
Depute Head Girl Rosie Hamilton  6L2 Depute Head Boy Gregor Griffiths  6F 
 
When we return in August, the process will begin for the House Captain roles. The successful 
candidates will then join the Head Girl/Boy team to form the Senior Council, which meets regularly 
with Mrs Moore.  
 
Parent Consultation 
In May and June last year, we held a wide consultation with all members of the school community, 
asking respondents: What do we do well at NBHS? and What do you think we could improve? Over 
the session, we have taken account of responses as part of our self-evaluation and school 
improvement programme. Have a look at the ‘You Said, We Did’ post on the school website if you 
are interested in how we are addressing the points raised by parents.   
 
Scottish Qualifications Authority Examinations 
SQA results will be published to pupils on Tuesday 9 August. There is a text-message results service 
and senior pupils can still sign up for this if they have not already done so. Details are on the SQA 
website. We hope that our pupils are very happy when they receive their results, and that their hard 
work is rewarded. The SQA runs a post-results service: if the school believes that the SQA has made 
an error in the marking, there is the option of a clerical check or a marking review. Parents of senior 
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pupils have been given information about this service in a letter from Mrs Moore, our SQA co-
ordinator. Senior staff will be in school on results day and Mrs Moore and I will be available for 
appointments on Thursday 11 August, should any pupil wish to discuss course choicing issues. Pupils 
should phone the school to make an appointment.  
 
School Dress Code 
Here is the head teacher’s annual plea! If you are purchasing any items of clothing over the summer 
break, please be sure to pay close attention to our school dress code, details of which can be found 
on the school website. In particular, please note that jeans, leggings and short skirts are not 
acceptable; footwear should be plain black. I have to say that I am concerned at the shortness of 
some girls’ skirts; I hope that more sensible and appropriate skirt lengths will be worn in future. I am 
delighted that the vast majority of our pupils take pride in following the dress code, dressing 
appropriately for a place of work and identifying with the school. Indeed, visitors to the school often 
comment positively on this. Thank you, parents, for being so supportive with this important aspect 
of the school ethos. 
 
 
Whole-school Ceilidh 
As a wonderful end to the session, the whole school will be out on the astro-pitch on Friday 
morning, performing Scottish country dances at our biennial ceilidh. In place of the school dress 
code, there will be lots of tartan on display. This joyful event will be a fitting tribute to Mr Jeffries 
and Mrs Watson on their last day: they have done so much over the years to teach the traditional 
ceilidh dances to our pupils, as well as the etiquette that goes along with the dancing. I’m sure lots 
of laughter will be heard before we set off on our well-deserved summer break. 
 
 
Dates for Your Diary 
 
Tuesday 9 August  SQA exam results issued 
Wednesday 17 August  School opens for pupils at 8.39 am 
Tuesday 30 August  Parent School Partnership meeting 
Thursday 8 September  Senior Prizegiving 
Tuesday 13 September  Parent School Partnership AGM 
Thursday 15 September  Fun Run 
Friday 16 September  School closed 
Monday 19 September  School closed 
Wednesday 28 September PTA AGM 
Friday 14 October  School closes for half-term 
Tuesday 25 October  School opens for pupils at 8.39 am 
 
 
I sincerely thank our parents for all the support they have given to the school over the session and I 
wish everyone in the NBHS school community a very happy, restful summer break. 
 
Lauren Rodger 
lrodger@northberwickhigh.elcschool.org.uk 
 
 
 

PS Don’t forget that school opens for the new session at 8.39 am on Wednesday 17 August! 
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