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  NORTH BERWICK HIGH SCHOOL 
PARENT TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 

  

1. Welcome 
A warm welcome was extended to everyone.   
 

2. Membership 

 Lauren advised that Claire Prete and Hannah Fox had volunteered to join the committee as      
teacher representatives.  Action:  Anne to make contact. 
 
Anne had a new committee list and an extended list of helpers. Her intention would be to update 
these and also maintain regular contact with the helpers to keep them up to date on what we were 
doing. 
 
It was noted that Allison Frostwick and Donna Corrie were to attend the Senior Pupil Council 
meeting on 8 November.  If anyone else was interested in attending then contact Anne. (Update: 
Sandra Gemmell would now be attending.) 
 

3. Election of Chair 

 There was general discussion on the role of Chair which still required to be filled. 
Sandra Gemmell offered to take on this role.  Her nomination was proposed by Catherine and 
seconded by Carolyn. 
 

4. Monthly Prize Draw and Parent Evenings 

 Winner for October – The winning number (19) Colin Anderson was drawn and Patricia would 
announce accordingly. 
 
The Prize Draw would again be promoted at forthcoming parent nights and Patricia requested 
helpers for these evenings. It was also agreed that the PTA ‘table’ would again be set up with 
banners, posters and information.  Additional photos for the Library Project would be helpful and 
Lauren also agreed to obtain information /photo of the laser cutter bought by the school from PTA 
funds. 
 
The S2 parent evening was on Thursday 27 October – Patricia and Evelyn (Prize Draw), Catherine 
and Mandy (PTA table). 
The first S1 parent evening was 24 November  -  Patricia and Evelyn (Prize Draw), Deborah and 
Carolyn (PTA table) 
The second S1 parent evening was 29 November – Patricia and Evelyn (Prize Draw), Anne and 
Mandy (PTA table) 

Date of Meeting Tuesday 25 October 2016 

Venue Conference Room, North Berwick High School 

Purpose PTA Meeting 

Present Catherine Amis, Deborah Armstrong, Saartje Drijver, Sandra Gemmell, Patricia 
Gibb, Carl Roderick, Lauren Rodger, Evelyn Swanston, Mandy Thomson, Carolyn 
Wales, Adam Whiteside (Head Boy), Anne Whiteside 

Apologies 
 

Andrea Berwick, Sally Penman 

Minutes taken by Anne Whiteside 

Next Meeting Monday 14 November 2016 
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Other dates to be covered were the S3 evening on 7 February; and Senior Phase evenings on 23 
February and 6 March.  
Action: Anne to circulate these dates with a request for helpers. 
 

5. Communications Sub Group 

 Noted that this group had worked principally to promote the profile of the PTA through social 
media.  Current members were Carolyn, Patricia and Anne and it was agreed that an invitation be 
extended to others to join this group.  One future area of work would be updating the PTA page on 
the school website. 
Action:  Anne to circulate members and helpers. 
 

6. Future Events and Activities 

 Xmas trees - Carolyn agreed to contact Merryhatton Garden Centre to see if the same 
arrangements could continue this Christmas (a donation to NBHS PTA if tree purchased at 
Merryhatton). 
 
Christmas Concerts on 5 and 6 December – licence has been applied for.  Agreed that PTA should 
look after all aspects of the raffle.  A planning meeting for these events would be held on 14 
November. 
 
Fundraising suggestions: 
Car Boot Sale – Carolyn to look at this and possible dates. 
Tesco Bag Pack – Carolyn to contact Tesco in NB for information and possible dates, even if this 
goes into next academic year (16-17). 
Afternoon Tea – noted that a very successful event had been held in Dunbar by another PTA in East 
Lothian.  Joanne Bloomfield had offered to come to next meeting to share information about this.  
Saartje offered to take this on as a project and would contact Joanne direct.  
 
Noted that there was an Art Show scheduled for 1 December at the school.  The PTA would be 
happy to be involved if required – Lauren to liaise with organisers to see if we were needed. 
 

7. Grant Funding 

 Noted that information on various grant funding options had been received from Miranda Mayes, 
a member of the school’s Parent School Partnership.  Sandra offered to go through this initially.  
Agreed that a sub-group should be established to take this forward and this could involve Karen 
Edwards, Business Manager at the school and/or Hannah Fox. 
Action: Anne to circulate members for volunteers to join the sub-group. 
 
Lauren reiterated that the budget was extremely difficult this year and there was nothing extra for 
departments.  The school would be heavily dependent on our fundraising efforts. 
 
Lauren advised that a Study Skills Day for the S4 year group was planned and members present 
were in agreement that the cost for this could be paid for from the general funds passed to the 
school from the PTA earlier this year.   
 

8. AOB 

 None. 

9. Date of Next Meeting 
Monday 14 November 2016 at 7 pm, Conference Room. 

 


