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About the Police Scotland Youth Volunteers

The programme is primarily a youth inclusion and enagement pro-
gramme designed to encourage young people to develop new skills, 
self esteem and self confidence by volunteering in the communities 
of Scotland. 

It aims to boost links between young people and the Police and  to 
promote good citizenship. This is not about recruiting future Police 
Officers - it is about supporting the devlopment of young people and 
making a difference to communities.

The aims of the PSYV include:

Encourage the spirit of adventure and good citizenship
Inspire young people to participate positively in their communities
Promote a practical understanding of policing amongst young peo-
ple

Support local policing priorities through volunteering and giving 
young people a chance to be heard
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Frequently Asked Questions:

What do the PSYV do?

Youth Volunteers meet on a weekly or fortnightly basis at a regular 
venue. Many groups meet at high schools, some at local community 
centres. Here they will learn new skills by receiving inputs specific 
to volunteering and policing. They receive inputs from units within 
the Police such as Roads Policing / Dog Units etc... On their weekly 
meetings they will also prepare for attending at local events and 
practice basic drill.

For the first 16 weeks, the group will meet fortnightly and complete 
an initial training programme which sees the youth volunteers learn 
about the basic skills required to volunteer at events.

How is a PSYV group made up?

Each group consists of 24 youth volunteers who are aged 13 - 17. 
Youth volunteers can join the PSYV between the ages of 13 and 15 
although can remain in the programme until their 18th birthday. 

Who supervises the young people?

Adult volunteers from all walks of life assist in the running and super-
vision of the group. The group itself is run by a serving police officer 
who in most cases coordinates the group in addition to their full time 
role within the police. Our coordinators range from school based of-
ficers, special constable liasion officers and community safety offic-
ers to local community officers.   
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How do I know the children are safe?

All of our adult volunteers, including Police Officers must apply to 
join the Protecting Vulnerable Groups (PVG) scheme as well under-
taking a training course on working with children as well as Child 
Protection, Health & Safety & Risk Assessments.

What kind of events do the PSYV volunteer at?

The PSYV volunteer at a huge variety of events. We do assist Police 
Scotland at policing events however this represents a very small 
amount of the volunteering carried out. 

On the most part, the PSYV will link in with the organsisers of local 
events such as gala’s fun runs and marathons etc... and provide sup-
port on a variety of levels carrying out activities such as:

•	 Marshalling	at	fun	runs	etc...

•	 Providing	personal	safety/crime	prevention	information

•	 Issuing’I’m Lost’ wristbands to children at busy public events

•	 Assisting	the	public	at	local	&	national	events

•	 Engaging	with	the	elderly	to	improve	relationships	with	young	
people

•	 Delivering	information	to	other	young	people	through	peer	edu-
cation (e.g. No Knives Better Lives, Internet Safety etc...)

The PSYV also assist at National Events carrying similar roles. These 
events give groups the opportunity to travel across the country to 
volunteer outwith their local area. Events we have attended include:

•	 The	Glasgow	2014	Commonwealth	Games

•	 T-in-the-park

•	 The	Wickerman	Festival

•	 The	Royal	Edinburgh	Military	Tattoo

•	 The	Scottish	Airshow
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How do you join?

If you are interested in joining the PSYV either as a youth or adult vol-
unteer then please visit our Recruitment page on the Police Scotland 
website which you will at: www.scotland.police.uk/psyv 

Can I join if I have been in trouble with the police?

If you disclose this to the group coordinator they will assess each 
person on a case by case basis. Any prior involvement with the Police 
does not automatically prevent you from joining. What is important is 
the desire to engage in your community, committment to the pro-
gramme and your desire to develop yourself as a person.

I am too old to become a Youth Volunteer, what can I do?

If you are 16 or 17 we recommend you consider volunteering your 
time for another youth volunteering service. More information can 
be found at www.volunteerscotland.net

If you are 18 or over you could consider applying to join as an Adult 
Volunteer, Special Constable or full time officer. Please visit www.
scotland.police.uk for more info. 
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How much does it cost?
Youth Volunteers are asked for a weekly or fortnightly subscrip-
tion between £1- £2. This will be used to cover some basic running 
expenses and will also be used to subsidise transport to events. If in-
dividuals have financial difficulties then a resolution can be discussed 
with the Group Coordinator.

Will I wear a uniform?

Police Scotland Youth Volunteers will provide you with a uniform 
which includes:

•	 PSYV	Cap

•	 Showerproof	Jacket

•	 Polo-shirt

•	 Black	Trousers

•	 PSYV	Gym	bag

Uniform will be issued on completion of the initial training pro-
gramme however you will need buy your own black leather shoes or 
boots.

Will I get to go out on Police Patrols?

In short, no. Full operational duties can be unpredictable and present 
an unnessary risk to both youth and adult volunteers. There may be 
events in which you attend in which the Police are in attendance in 
uniform however you will never be paired up with a Police Officer to 
assist in carrying out Police duties.

Will joining help me get into the Police?

There is no gurantee that joining the Police Scotland Youth Volun-
teers will assist any application to join the Police howeveryou can 
expect to gain a much greater insight into Policing.
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Got a question?

For more information about the programme please visit:
www.scotland.police.uk/psyv

Within the site you will find the ‘Recruitment page’. Here you will 
find the contact information for your local Group Coordinator. If you 
do not have a group near you, please contact the National team by 
sending an email to: info@psyv.scot

You can also follow us on social media:

Facebook - PoliceScotlandPSYV

Twitter - @PolScotPSYV

YouTube - Search ‘Police Scotland Youth Volunteers’
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In partnership with:

facebook.com/PSYVPoliceScotland

@PolScotPSYV


