
Thank You 
 

Thank you to NBHS families, 

friends, staff and local businesses 

who support us.  Without your 

generosity, the PTA wouldn’t be 

able to fund the projects, 

opportunities and experiences 

that NBHS pupils currently 

benefit from. 

Thank you to all those generous 

businesses who continue to 

provide us with prizes, 

donations and cash!  

Thanks to all you parents, carers 

and other family members who: 

• come along to our events 

and buy our 

teas/coffees/wine/cakes and 

raffle tickets;  

• offer to help at all our events 

serving refreshments and 

provide baking;  

• have signed up to the PTA 

Monthly Prize Draw and 

continue to support this 

every year;  

• have signed up to 

‘Easyfundraising’ and 

named us as your chosen 

charity.  

 

Finally, a special thank you to all 

the pupils and the staff (office 

ladies, management, teachers 

and janitors) who support the 

PTA at our various events - we 

couldn’t do it without you!  

 

 

What is the PTA and why do we exist?  
 

Parents, carers and teachers form 

the PTA, which supports the 

school in its activities and 

fundraises for the benefit of the 

pupils. 

Whether we like it or not, there is 

no ‘extra’ money going to schools 

in the current economic climate. 

Increasingly, the PTA is being 

asked to fund items and activities 

that make a real difference to 

your child’s educational  

experience – as well as the 

occasional fun activity that the 

school budget simply cannot 

meet.  It’s therefore hugely 

important that we all pull 

together in supporting the PTA 

in any way we can, big or small.   

This is the first - of what we plan 

to be regular - Newsletters to let 

you know how the funds we 

raise are spent. We hope you’ll 

enjoy it! 

What have we been doing? 
 

 

For the past two academic years, 

we’ve provided funding for 

various activities, for example,  the  

S1 trip to the Highland Show, 

study and exam skills workshops  

called  “Live N Learn”, school 

clubs, e.g. the netball club and the 

gardening club. However, our 

main fundraising drive has been 

The Library Project.   
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What is the Library Project? 

Background 

In 2015 the PTA received a proposal from Nicole 

Wilson, school Librarian, for a library upgrade. The 

library hadn’t received any funding for several years, 

and pupil interest in the library was at an all-time low. 

Pupils had been involved in an early consultation and 

suggested that this project be split into three priorities: 

1. New stock   

2. Author visits  

3. Rezoning  

 

The total estimated costs were £6,500. 

We all know the extraordinary benefits of reading - 

research by The Organisation for Economic Co-

operation and   Development found  that  reading   for 

pleasure at the age of 15 is the most important 

indicator of the future success of a child – and 

improving literacy is one of the school’s primary 

objectives. 

The PTA has always been keen to support school 

projects which benefit all pupils, and so was delighted 

to support this request. We made a long term plan 

around fundraising opportunities for this very 

worthwhile project.  

 

 

 

 

How did we raise the money? 

Most of the money for the Library Project was raised 

by the PTA Monthly Prize Draw. Without the level of 

support this initiative received we would never have 

raised £6,500 in just two years. We also ran several 

fundraising events and activities including a Race 

Night, a ‘Fizz and Fancies’ afternoon, a Movie night 

and sold refreshments at various school concerts. We 

received fantastic raffle prizes and donations from 

local businesses.  

Additionally, we received cash donations from UK-

wide businesses operating in the town, and a special 

mention must be made to McCarthy & Stone, who 

recently donated £1,000 towards the project.  

Outcome 

Thanks to the generosity of the school community and 

businesses in the area, our fundraising target of 

£6,500 was finally reached in June this year. This 

money has been/will be used in the following ways:   

New stock  

We are almost 50% of the way towards our target of a 

“book per pupil” (900) by the end of this year. 440 

books have now been bought since the project began:  

• 80 National 4/5, Higher and Advanced Higher 

exam practice books; 

• 60 graphic novels and manga; 

• 220 junior, teenage and young adult novels 

across all genres and abilities; and  

• 80 senior novels across all genres (over half of 

these were purchased following 

recommendations received from 

parents/carers and staff as part of a 

consultation last year). Nicole is about to start 

an overhaul of the non-fiction section and will 

again be looking for recommendations from 

pupils, parents/carers and staff. Look out for a 

link to a survey re this which will be sent out 

to you soon!   

 



Pupil Feedback 

“I’ve read the red one, and the blue one, and the yellow one – I only need to read the green one [Timmy Failure series] now and you 

have it already!” – S1 pupil 

“Can I get this book next?” – S1 pupil on seeing a book their friend has taken out.  Waiting lists are common, especially for new stock. 

“There’s always something different in here.  It’s really interesting to come in and see what’s new!” – S6 pupil 

“I didn’t think you’d have this book here.  I can’t believe I’m allowed to borrow it.” – S6 pupil on Trainspotting 

Book issues at the school library have gone up 40% 

since the start of the project, which is a really, positive 

result.  

 

 

Author visits  

Two have already taken place by Cathy McPhail and 

Keith Gray. Cathy spoke to an S4 National 5 English 

class and Keith worked with one of the Higher 

English classes. These year groups were required to 

submit pieces of creative writing in a portfolio for 

their exams, and the visits from these authors helped 

to spark ideas and remove the fear of writing 

stories.   Another three visits are being organized (in 

conjunction with the Scottish Book Trust) for later in 

the year. 

Author visits are an exciting experience for pupils, 

and this has been a fantastic opportunity for them.   

They were identified by the whole school community  

– pupils, staff, carers and parents – as being of great 

benefit and something that was clearly wanted.   

According to the Society of Authors, 99.4% of all 

schools who host an author visit considered it an 

invaluable experience that encouraged reading for 

pleasure, wider reading and creative writing.  

 

 

Zoning  

Following pupil consultation, the library has been 

divided into multiple zones to allow students to 

quickly and easily identify which areas they would 

like to use. The zones are IT, Study, Read and Relax 

and Careers. These areas have been decorated 

(although paid for from school maintenance budget 

not PTA funds!) and new furnishings (beanbags, 

cushions, etc.) ordered.  
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Librarian’s Feedback 

Nicole provided the following encouraging statistics: 

• Foot-fall in the library (number of pupils visiting it) was up 10%  2016/17 on 2015/16 (no stats held for previous year).   

• During exam time in the 2016-17 school year, the number of senior (S4-6) pupils using the library as a study space, 

and the study resources available, was up on the previous year by 50%.  

• Around 740 visits from senior pupils over the 22 days of exam leave where the school was open to pupils for access.  

• One of the busiest days had over 100 senior pupils who accessed the library over the course of the day (8.15am-5pm). 

 

 

What’s Next? 

 

Our Annual General Meeting is on Tuesday 26 September 7- 9pm in the (upgraded!) school library. If you can, 

please arrive earlier at 6.45pm, to enjoy some refreshments and a tour of the library. Come along and find out more 

about the PTA, join the Committee and/or join our essential ‘Helpers’ list!  We’d love to see you there!  

 

Our main fundraising projects for 2017/2018 (and possibly into 2018/2019) are to:  

• replace the visual equipment (projector, etc.) in the school Assembly Hall (costing £4,274); and 

• support the school’s Mental Health Awareness initiatives throughout the year (costs to be confirmed but 

estimated in the region of £1,350).   

 

How can you help? 

 

You don’t need to join the PTA Committee, or even volunteer as a helper (although we’d love to have you - come 

along to our AGM or e-mail us at ptanbhs@gmail.com anytime!) 

There are many other ways you can give us your support, click here on How can I help? for more information. See 

below for all the ways you can stay connected. 
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