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PINKIE PARENTS 

MONDAY, 2 OCTOBER 2017 AT 7PM 

PINKIE ST PETERS SCHOOL 

 

Present: Suzanne Douglas (Deputy Chair) 

 Wendy Barber (Treasurer) 

 Louise Scott (Clerk) 

 Debbie Anderson 

 Leigh Cleeton 

 Stephen Dishon 

 Deborah Forsyth 

 Joanne Friend 

 Pamela Grant 

 Suzanne Gunn 

 Marie Hartley 

 Karen Kay 

 Lesleyanne Knox 

 Cllr Katie Mackie 

 Jade McCarter 

 Clare Morley 

 Morgan Scott 

 Heather Young 

 

Staff in Attendance: Sarah Ogden (Head Teacher) 

 Hazel Rae (Deputy Head Teacher) 

 

Apologies: Cllr Stuart Currie 

 Susan Harkins 

 Cllr John Williamson 
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1. Welcome and Apologies 

 

1.1 Suzanne welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Attendees introduced 

themselves. 

 

 

2. Matters Arising 

 

2.1 It was agreed that the Pinkie Parents Coffee Mornings would rotate the days 

they are held on, so that a wide range of parents could attend.  There was a 

suggestion that this could tie-in with the soft start at nursery.  Suzanne would 

consider this.  (Action: Suzanne). 

 

2.2 It was agreed that the next coffee morning would be held on Wednesday, 11 

October at 9.15am.  Louise would post the date on Facebook, along with a reminder 

of what the purpose of the coffee morning was.  (Action: Louise). 

 

2.3 All other matters arising would be discussed under any other business. 

 

 

3. Head Teachers Report 

 

3.1 Ms Ogden began her report by informing the meeting that Education Scotland 

Inspectors had been in the school the previous week carrying out their inspection.  

The report would be published in due course. 

 

3.2 There were currently a number of class teachers on sick absence, with Mrs 

Gordon both teaching (P2A) and managing and planning lessons also for P1/2.  A 

supply teacher was teaching P1/2.  There was still a long term absence within the 

support for learning department and Mrs Snowden was co-ordinating all support.  Ms 

Ogden agreed to keep parents as up to date as possible. 

 

3.3 Mrs Thompson, who teaches in the nursery two afternoons a week, had been 

successful in getting a full time role in Edinburgh and would therefore be leaving the 

nursery at the October break. 

 

3.4 Applications had been received for the three advertised vacancies (one part 

time class teacher, one classroom assistant and one auxiliary) with interviews taking 

place before the October break. 

 

3.5 P6A had been working on creating designs for the playground, along with 

local artist Toby Larner, after surveying all classes on their opinions.  A decision on 

final designs would be made, with P6A seeking donations of paint. 
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3.6 P7 pupils and teachers were working this week on the design of their P7 

leaver’s hoodies.  Pinkie Parents would assist in providing a donation, if required. 

 

3.7 The school was working with the Arts service on providing arts taster sessions 

for all P1-P4 pupils, following the successful sessions run for P5-P7. 

 

3.8 The book fair was taking place this week and would be open during parents 

evening consultations. 

 

3.9 Damage had been caused to the school during a break-in two weeks ago.  

Nothing was stolen and the police were informed.  There had also been reports of 

youths playing on the school roof and causing damage some evenings.  Any 

incidences should be reported to the police 

 

3.10 PC Smith’s youth group was holding a Halloween party on the evening of 27 

October, to which all P4-P7 pupils had been invited to. 

 

 

4. Treasurer’s Report 

 

4.1 Wendy provided an update on the account at the AGM meeting – detailing a 

year-end balance of £15,880.62 but with significant sums approved in 2016/17 still to 

be cashed by the school, leaving an accurate figure of £3,138.67. 

 

4.2 A funding request had been received from P5-P7 requesting six chrome 

books for use within their classes.  This would provide for better internet access 

within the classes and enabling the pupils to reach their ambition of being Google 

classrooms, as part of the school improvement plan. 

 

4.3 There was discussion around whether the parent council should be providing 

for IT equipment and the cost involved.  There was also discussion on the individual 

cost of the equipment and where it could be sourced from, with an example that 

Universities and companies offer their old equipment for free. 

 

4.4 After discussion it was agreed that Ms Rae would investigate the East Lothian 

Council policy on the purchase and maintenance of IT equipment and Stephen 

would email Ms Rae with some background on the equipment available from the 

University of Edinburgh.  (Action:  Ms Rae and Stephen). 

 

4.5 It was agreed, by vote, to provide funding of £1,000 to purchase chrome 

books.  (Action: Wendy). 
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5. Fundraising Group Update 

 

5.1 The Halloween party (P1-3) and disco (P4-7) would be taking place on the 

evening of Thursday, 26 October with tickets priced at £2.50 per child.  Tickets would 

be available for purchase week commencing 9 October. 

 

5.2 It was agreed that meetings of the fundraising subgroup would take place at 

the fortnightly coffee mornings. 

 

5.3 There had been a lot of interest in the suggestion of holding a bingo night.  It 

was agreed that this would likely be held in early December.  Suzanne would check 

the policy on alcohol (bring your own bottle) on school property.  (Action: Suzanne). 

 

5.4 There was a suggestion to hold a Christmas craft /activity table for pupils.  

This would be discussed further. 

 

 

6. Any Other Business 

 

Secondary School Provision 

 

6.1 Following discussion at the last meeting, Clare had contacted East Lothian 

Council for an update on the new secondary school provision in Musselburgh.  The 

Council said that the contract for the work had not been issued yet, and the plan for 

transition to the new school was at least 18 months behind the original target – 

meaning that the school would likely open for the current P3 to start S1 there.  Katie 

agreed to chase the council on this for more information.  (Action: Katie). 

 

School Photographs 

 

6.2 Several parents had expressed concern on both the quality and cost of the 

recent school photos.  It was agreed that the school would discuss this with the 

supplier.  (Action: School). 

 

 

7. Date of Next Meeting: Monday, 13 November 2017 

    

 

 

 

 


