
Newsletter – September 2015 

As many of you will have already heard, Fiona Waddell (Head Teacher) will be leaving us 

shortly – the exact date has not yet been finalised.  She has worked in East Lothian schools 

for the last 35 years and is a valued and highly respected colleague and we will all miss her 

when she leaves.  We will keep you updated on the next steps in recruitment for the post as 

soon as we have news. 

Library Summer Reading Challenge 

Congratulations to the 24 pupils who completed East Lothian Library 

Service’s Summer Reading Challenge. They were presented with 

certificates by the local librarians at a recent assembly. 

Hallowe’en Disco – Thursday 29th October 

Please let a member of the Parent Council know if you are able to help in any way at the 

Hallowe’en disco.   http://tinyurl.com/SWSFC.  Many thanks to all parent/carers that have 

already volunteered to help with this event. 

Jeans for Genes 

Primary 5 pupils recently spoke to the school at assembly about the charity Jeans for Genes 

and the research they do.  £332.19 was collected for the charity.  

Many thanks to everyone who donated to the collection 

MacMillan Coffee Morning 

Well done to the team of Parents and Staff from the Nursery for organising a 

successful coffee morning on Thursday 24th September. An impressive £426.10 

was raised for the charity. 

After School Clubs 

The following clubs are available: Gardening – P1 and P2, Lego Mindstorm – P6 & P7 and 

Mathletics – P6 for Term 2 (October to December).  Letters will be sent home with pupils at 

the appropriate age and stage as outlined below with details of dates, times and staffing. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Fa’side Family Fireworks 

Friday 6th November 

2015 6.30 for 7pm 

opposite Caponhall Road 

on the Elphinstone Road, 

Tranent 

*****Personalised Christmas Creations***** 

Pupils will have the opportunity of designing 

Christmas goods e.g. cards, stationary etc, 

families can order these Mid November – they will 

be produced and delivered to us early December – 

watch out for details in your child’s bag. 

http://tinyurl.com/SWSFC


Winter Market – Saturday 28th November 

The fundraising group are already planning our annual market. This is always a busy and 

successful event, the main fundraiser of the year for the Parent Council. 

Tables are available for stall holders to use at a cost of £15 towards the funds. 

They are also looking for donations for stalls, including tombola, bottle, toys and books. 

Data Protection 

East Lothian Council have been in touch with schools due to changes in the way that data 

protection agreements between the USA and UK are managed.  For this reason, we have had 

to examine all of our software packages and applications to ensure that they are in line with 

the Data Protection Act.   With this in mind we are asking parents to: 

 Close down any ‘Sumdog’ home accounts (if you have one). 

 Close down ‘Class Dojo’ home accounts (if you have one.) 

As a school we have already closed down the Sumdog and Class Dojo accounts.  We primarily 

use Mathletics across the school which is very similar to Sumdog and is based in the UK 

which means that it meets the requirements of the Data Protection Act.  We are looking at 

other similar apps to Class Dojo which might be able to replace this in classes where this was 

widely used.  If you know of any similar apps please let us know, as long as they are UK based! 

Izzy Kinross – Pupil Support Worker 

Izzy is working to provide Nurture Groups for a range of pupils in our school.   

The groups focus on using games and art work to raise self-esteem, build friendships and positive 

relationships, build trust and she also liaises between home and school supporting children and 

families. 

The methods Izzy uses are based upon social games and encourage co-operative learning, 

interdependence and provide opportunities for children to work together in an inclusive environment.  

Groups are selected to ensure that positive collaboration is possible and that the experience will be 

positive for all involved, not just the individual child.  Over time, Izzy works with children, parents 

and teachers to build a range of strategies that can be used successfully both at home and at school.   

Dates 

29th October Hallowe’en Disco   P1 - P3 - 6.15 – 7.15 

      P4 – P7 - 7.30 – 8.45  

3rd November Parent Teacher Meetings 

5th November  Parent Teacher Meetings 

13th November Children in Need – Dress as your favourite hero! 

28th November Winter Market  

Pupil Property 

Please make sure that 

all items are labelled 

with your child’s name – 

we currently have 20 

sweatshirts unclaimed 

and unnamed in our lost 

property. 

 

Poppies will be on sale in school over the 

next few weeks – thank you for supporting 

our heroes 


