
	 	 	
Draft Minutes 

Tuesday 19th April 2016 
Sanderson’s Wynd Primary School Parent Council Meeting 

7.00 pm - Sanderson’s Wynd Primary School 
 

Date of Meeting:  19th April 2016 
Venue:  Sanderson’s Wynd Parent Council 
Purpose:  Parent Council Meeting 
Present:  Jill Gilles Chair, Rachel MacDonald, Jackie Jack, Leigh 

Anderson, Karen Menzies, Laura Hepburn, Donna Hill, 
 Adam Martin, Beatriz Sanchez, Clare Mackenzie 
 
In Attendance: Sarah Wong HT, Jinty Christian DHT 
Clerk: Patricia Reavy 
Apologies: Kirstie McQueen, Kenny McLoud, Karen Scott-Telford, 
 Jim Gillies, Shamin Akhtar, Donald Grant, Lynne Pollock, 

Kate & Matt Brook, Karen Rennie 
Circulation: All Parent Forum, Aimee Little, Local Councillors  
 

1. Minutes	Previous	Meeting	–	23rd	February	2016	
Propose Donna Hill. Accepted Leigh Anderson 
	

2.Chair	Update	
	
Jill welcomed Adam Martin who runs the Active Schools for the Ross High 
cluster. Numbers are at all time high with 40% of pupils in the cluster taking 
part in the classes on offer. Adam is currently trying to get more access to 
venues. Everything is tight due to the £1000 budget he gets per year. 
 
The online booking system is now user friendly and streamlines the 
application process. For those who do not have access to a computer, there 
are always up to two places open in each class for paper applications. A 
bursary scheme is being discussed at the moment for those who cannot 
afford the cost of activities.  There are free classes available. The aim is to 
make sure everyone who wants to, can take part. Teachers who identify a 
pupil in the class who may benefit from a class, can contact Adam. 
 



 
	
Adam is on the look out for volunteers from our parents. It could be that you 
are only available in the mornings or lunchtime.  If you have  any spare time to 
coach an activity you are passionate about, please come forward and we will 
get you in touch with Adam.  
	
 

3.Head	Teacher	Recruitment	
	
Leigh Anderson, who is on the recruitment panel, updated the Parent Council. 
A decision has been made to open the vacancy to a wider audience. An 
advert will go viral on TES (Times Education Supplement) in the next few 
weeks. Three parent volunteers, pupils and staff, were interviewed on film 
explaining what they would like in a new Head Teacher and why the school is 
so special. We all hope this attracts some attention.	

	
	

4.Training	Courses	
	
There was an opportunity for members of the Parent Council to go on 
Recruitment Training but there were no volunteers. Karen Menzies has kindly 
offered to speak to Val McIntyre to find out if we would be able to get an 
evening of Recruitment training in the school.  
 
Pat will be going on Edubuzz training on Wednesday the 20th of April. This will 
allow us to post the minutes and up to the minute information on the school 
website. 

5.Headteacher	Update	
	
Staffing - PT Post/retirals and babies! 
Mrs Sarah Wong continues as Acting Head Teacher until Friday 1st July.  The 
Head Teacher post will be readvertised shortly.  A film crew were in school on 
Wednesday 13th April to film a 5 minute recruitment ad which will star the 
pupils, some of our parent forum and some teachers. It was a great day and 
the children involved made a fantastic contribution to the advert.  We are very 
much looking forward to seeing it when it launches in the next couple of 
weeks.  Watch this space! 
 
Miss Ashleigh Munro began on Monday 11th April as Principal Teacher in 
P5P.  She is getting to know the pupils and staff and is enjoying her new role. 
 



Mrs Jinty Christian retires on Friday 1st July after 26 years working in East 
Lothian and 10 years in Tranent.  The Depute Head Teacher post will be 
advertised shortly and interviews held as soon as possible thereafter. 
 
Mrs Emma Stewart, School Auxiliary has announced that she will be retiring 
on Friday 1st July.  She has been a central part of the day-to-day goings on at 
Sanderson’s Wynd for many years and will be missed by all of the children 
and her colleagues as well as many parents and visitors to the school.  The 
permanent post will be advertised shortly. 
 
Mrs Alison McIntosh has announced she is expecting a sibling for Sophie in 
August and commences her maternity leave at the end of this term.   
 
Mrs Lynne Lawrie will be part time from August and will share a class with Mrs 
Lynsey Martin, whilst Mrs Alison McIntosh is on maternity leave.  The 
remaining full time class teacher post, created by the maternity leave, has 
been advertised and interviews will be held this week.  The post is temporary. 
 
Parent Consultations 
Parent Consultations were successful and feedback was very positive.  We 
have sent out a survey and we would love to hear your opinion.  We are 
looking at our aims and ethos by engaging with staff, pupils and parents.  We 
plan to put together all of the ideas and collate them in order to make our aims 
and ethos more user friendly and easier to understand. 
 
Fairtrade Fortnight and Book Fair Week 
All classes took part in Fairtrade Fortnight.  Each class researched one aspect 
of Fairtrade through the theme of Breakfasts.  The Pupil Voice ran a Fairtrade 
cafe for the parents, many classes had a Fairtrade breakfast or baked with 
Fairtrade ingredients and others looked at different ways we could help 
support Fairtrde farmers.   
  
The Book Fair was organised and run by P6T.  It was very popular with the 
children and over £2,000 was spent on books.  This has earned us a 
commission of £1,200 which can be used to buy books from Scholastic 
Publications.  Many thanks to the parents for supporting this event. 
 
Transitions 
P1 transition plans are well underway.   They will include a lunch where 
parents can bring their child to try out the school lunches and see how the 
dinner hall works.   Heather Martin is liaising with parents and partnership 
nurseries to ensure that all children receive the same information. 
 
P7 Enhanced transitions have already begun and the main transition events 
are 8th and 9th June where all P7 pupils from the Cluster spend two full days at 
Ross High School.  There are other informal transition events organised such 
as the Meadowmill sports transition event held on 9th March. 
 
NQTs 



Our NQTs – Louise Douglas and Kelly O’Donnell will be finishing their 
probationary year at Sanderson’s Wynd at the end of the summer term.  We 
will be allocated two NQTs next year and we await further information from the 
Universities on the final details. 
 
Both Kelly and Louise undertook a Professional Enquiry research project as 
part of the requirements for full registration. They will be sharing their findings 
with staff on Thursday 28th April and with the authority at a larger event on 
Friday 6th May.  
 
Children’s University Graduations 
The Graduation Ceremony held on Saturday 27th February at Queen Margaret 
University was a big success.  There were a handful of children attending 
from Sanderson’s Wynd and all had achieved 100 or more hours of out of 
school learning.  The next graduation will be at Sanderson’s Wynd on 
Wednesday 1st June and this will be for pupils who have achieved under 100 
hours of learning.   
 
Numeracy  
We are planning a Numeracy Festival for pupils and parents. There will be 
workshops and stalls and we are looking to parents and carers to tell us what 
else they would like to see at the event.  The event will be on Tuesday 10th 
May from 5.30 – 7pm. 
 
Audit/School Improvement Plan 
The staff team will be doing our annual audit on Monday 23rd May during the 
in-service day.  We would like some of our parents to join us in this self-
evaluation and	would welcome volunteers between 9.30 and 12.30.   The 
discussions will then help us to form our School Improvement Plan for next 
school session. 
 
Classes – session 2016/17 
Classes are not yet confirmed for next session as we are awaiting information 
on nursery deferrals and appeals.  This will impact on the structure of the rest 
of the school and decide if/how many composite classes we will have.  As 
soon as this is confirmed, parents will be informed. 
	
Twitter and School  Website 
The school Twitter site is now up and running.  We have 127 followers and 
there have been 194 tweets since we started the feed in February.  There are 
links to other East Lothian services such as Active Schools and also links with 
other schools.  Find us at @SandersonsWynd and stay up-to-date with all the 
latest news. 

6.	Funding	Request	
	
No current funding requests. 



7.	Any	Other	Business	 
Farmers Market proposed for June. Mrs Christain will have a meeting with 
The Pupil Council to discuss this event. 

8.	Dates	of	Next	Parent	Council	Meeting	
	
7th	June	7pm	
	
	


