
BOOKmarks 
Welcome to the latest issue of Bookmarks, the newsletter from your Young People’s Library 

Services team. 2017 is a great year for children’s books with lots of awards and anniversaries 

to celebrate and new developments to look forward to. 

Drum Roll…. the 2017 Lennox Author Award goes to … 
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Library News—Appiness 

North Ayrshire Appiness is an innovative, UK award 

winning learning programme; Appiness brings 

together library resources and quality-approved 

educational apps for very young children and their 

families, in a digital learning programme which helps 

parents/carers to support their child’s development.  

The programme provides parents with advice on how 

to use digital technology safely to enhance learning 

and provides access to a collection of recommended apps, mainly for those aged 

2-5 but does include apps for ages up to 8. 

 

The library service was successful in receiving funding to introduce Appiness to East 

Lothian.  There are tablets available in our 6 larger libraries and members of staff 

are trained in their use.  The library service will work with colleagues involved with 

children and families to provide workshops using the mobile apps for interested 

parents and carers to further support early education and digital literacy. 

The Appiness project was launched in Tranent library on the 17th March. 

 

There is information about Apps suitable for older children in the publication 

“Amazing Apps for Primary School” which is published by the School Library 

Association. The guide looks at a wide range of Apps – books, comic creators, au-

dio/visual, and storytelling, augmented 

reality and apps with more original applica-

tions. Animoto can be used to produce vid-

eos; the guide suggests using it to highlight 

books on a local award scheme or new 

books in the school library.  One of my fa-

vourites is Too Noisy Pro – the app will 

sound an alarm if the noise level gets too 

high, you can choose an acceptable level of 

noise for different tasks and there are different 

alarm noises to chose from – would be useful  

for libraries, classroom, school groups, home-

work clubs etc. There are also useful apps to 

support pupils with particular needs. One is 

iOverlay plus , an app which changes the screen 

colour to allow users to hold the iPad over any 

book to make it more readable, there are 5 dif-

ferent colours to choose from.  

 

 A copy of the guide is  available to borrow from 

Library Headquarters. 

In true Oscar fashion, 

Helen Gardyne, Head 

Teacher of Ormiston 

Primary, presented 

Pamela Butchart with 

the beautiful glass 

award (created by local 

artist Andrea Sutton) at a special 

ceremony at Ormiston Primary School. 

  

A huge thanks to all the children who 

took part by reading the books, submit-

ting reviews, voting for their favourite 

author, and playing a big part in the 

award ceremony itself. Once again we 

were treated to a fantastic display of pu-

pils’ creativity. Our thanks also go to 

Ormiston Primary School for being such 

a great host. 

  

There were presentations by pupils from 

Ormiston Primary, Saltoun Primary and 

Loretto primary. We were treated to 

book excerpts, and lots of great artwork. 

And to finish, there was a fabulous 

Question and Answer session with 2 of 

the authors, Pamela Butchart and Ross 

MacKenzie.  
 

All of the authors thoroughly enjoyed the 

ceremony and meeting all the children, 

and there were long queues again at the 

book-signing tables! 

http://eastlothianlibraries.blogspot.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/East-Lothian-Library-Services/203903979634504
https://twitter.com/eastlothianlibs
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Coming Soon... 

“Lucretia Cutter is 

a one-of-a-kind 

baddie.  There are 

lots of happy/ 

funny moments in  

it but also some 

dark, scary and  

dramatic parts  

too.” 

P6 pupil 

Beetle Tales—Author Visit 

We are really pleased to be holding an event with M. G. Leonard, author of the 

trilogy, The Battle of the Beetles. The first title in the series Beetle Boy  is a 

thrilling adventure, full of punchy dialogue, dastardly villains and intelligent 

beetles. Enjoy a great book and learn more about Coleopterology,; everyone will 

want a beetle for a class pet! 

 

Beetle Boy  has been shortlisted for several awards, including the 2017 UKLA 

award and the Waterstones Children’s Book award. 

 

The event will be held in Musselburgh East Community Centre on the afternoon of the 9th May. This is 

open to all pupils in P5-7; please contact Agnes Guyon if you would like to come or if you would like 

further  information 

Why not join the thousands of children and young people in reading the 

shortlisted books by taking part in the shadowing scheme?  

Shadow a Book Award…  

...encourage visual literacy 

British Science Week  

10 - 19 March 2017 

 

The theme for 2017 

is “Change” and will 

look at seasons, 

climate, materials and energy. There are 

activity packs to download and a poster 

competition. Closing date is 21st April.  

More details are available from the web-

site 

https://www.britishscienceweek.org/ 

 

 

One of the activities is the Boogie Gloop 

an experiment inspired 

by George’s  Marvellous 

Medicine. There are 

lesson plans on the 

Roald Dahl website to tie 

in with the new book, 

George's Marvellous 

Experiments  

 

Shakespeare Week 

20 - 26th  March 2017 

Join in the 

celebrations of 

Shakespeare’s 

life, world and 

plays. There are 

activities and other fun resources avail-

able from the website at 

www.shakespeareweek.org.uk. There are 

also posters featuring artwork by Marcia 

Williams, please contact jo.humphreys-

davies@walker.co.uk 

 

World Autism Awareness Week at School 

27 March - 2 April 

Free resources are available including 

lesson plans, activities and ideas packs 

which aim to improve understanding of 

autism at school. Download the re-

sources at 

http://www.autism.org.uk/get-

involved/world-autism-awareness-

week/schools.aspx 

Summer and Sun Awareness Week 

8 - 14 May  

 

Learn about 

staying safe 

while having fun 

in the sun with the Wrap, Splat, Hat 

programme for 5-11 year olds. There are 

pupil passports available with facts, 

games and competition entry forms. 

Remember the sun safety message with 

a rap or download the class presentation 

materials. bit.ly/WSH2PA  

 

Elmer Day  

27th May 2017 

Join the celebrations in 

May; you can download 

free kits and Educational 

resources for schools. 

More information is avail-

able at 

http://www.andersenpress.co.uk/elmere

lmerday/ 

The Kate Greenaway Award is awarded for an outstanding book in terms of illustrations for children and 

young people. Shadowing this award in particular would be a good way of encouraging visual literacy for all 

ages. Look at the shadowing site, www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/shadowingsite/, for ideas on running 

groups, download resources such as bookmarks and certificates, watch video interviews with authors and 

illustrators. There are also Greenaway Visual Literacy activities online. Renaissance Learning is one of the 

sponsors of the awards and there will be quizzes on all the nominated titles. The shortlist for the CILIP 

Carnegie and Kate Greenaway Children’s Book Awards will be announced on the16th March and the winning titles will 

be announced on the 19th June 2017. 

 

You can contact Susan Boylan for information on obtaining copies of the shortlisted titles. 

mailto:aguyon@eastlothian.gov.uk
https://www.britishscienceweek.org/
https://www.britishscienceweek.org/
http://roalddahl.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c32dcb4b2f758b5f685b6e125&id=4ea66e24ab&e=606c326896
http://roalddahl.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c32dcb4b2f758b5f685b6e125&id=4ea66e24ab&e=606c326896
http://www.shakespeareweek.org.uk
mailto:jo.humphreys-davies@walker.co.uk
mailto:jo.humphreys-davies@walker.co.uk
http://www.autism.org.uk/get-involved/world-autism-awareness-week/schools.aspx
http://www.autism.org.uk/get-involved/world-autism-awareness-week/schools.aspx
http://www.autism.org.uk/get-involved/world-autism-awareness-week/schools.aspx
http://bit.ly/WSH2PA
http://www.andersenpress.co.uk/elmerelmerday/
http://www.andersenpress.co.uk/elmerelmerday/
http://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/shadowingsite/
mailto:sboylan@eastlothian.gov.uk
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Here are some titles which you might find 

useful for Autism Awareness week. 

 

The London Eye Mystery 

by Siobhan Dowd 

When his cousin Salin vanishes into thin air, 

Ted uses his unique way of thinking to turn 

detective! 

 

Looking after Louis 

by Lesley Ely 

Louis is the new boy at 

school, the other children 

wonder about his strange 

behaviour and why he’s al-

lowed to break the rules. Good for explain-

ing  behaviour and promoting inclusion. 

 

I  see Things Differently 

by Pat Thomas 

This provides a simple explanation for 

younger children and will help them to bet-

ter understand autistic  siblings or class-

mates. 

 

 

All Cats have Asperger Syndrome 

by Kathy Hoopman 

Helps to  make unusual behaviour more 

understandable; 

How to Fly with Broken Wings 

by Jane Elson 

Willem is 12 and has As-

pergers. His 2 goals are to fly 

and make 2 new friends of 

his own age..Great characters 

(10+). 

 

How to Look for a lost dog 

by Ann Martin 

Rose is autistic and obsessed with prime 

numbers. She finds it difficult to connect 

with others. When her beloved dog Rain 

goes missing she sets out to find him. 

Book Bytes—Books for Autism 

 

 

Even if you have not registered with Accelerated Reader, there are still quizzes, which are free to access, that 

you can take at school, home or local library. Just visit www.takethequiz.co.uk  for quizzes on 

a range of popular books including the new World book day titles. There are also activities-available on 

the website, such as make an origami bookworm, author videos and games. This would be useful for 

book groups, class visits to libraries, homework clubs etc. 

Rising Stars have launched an App for the Stage 4 books in the Dockside series which is for older read-

ers (9+) but with a lower reading ability. There are 10 titles in the series and the AR level ranges from 1.5 to 2.6. The App 

is interactive, you can read the story or have it read, there are guides to pronunciation, quizzes etc. 

Accelerated Reader—Update 

Bookshop Spree 

The Siobhan Dowd Trust is continuing its Bookshop Spree grants. The trust is giving away £1,000 monthly. The winners will be given 

money to be spent in a local independent bookseller. The emphasis is on encouraging reading for pleasure rather than educational at-

tainment. It is not just open to schools but to any group working with disadvantaged young people. All you have to do is send an email 

outlying what you do to encourage a love of reading. For more information, please see;  http://siobhandowdtrust.com/teachers-and-

librarians/ 

Freebies 

I have a spare copy of The Bolds on Holiday by Julian Clary with some accompanying activity sheets and stickers  and  a copy of  a birth-

day edition of Dear Zoo.  If you would like either of the copies please email  Susan Boylan. 

Book Deals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 is a busy  year for book anniversaries. 

These titles are still  popular 

and  issue well.  “ Birthdays”  

might  also make  for a  good 

display in the library. 

The Cat in the Hat has just 

celebrated its 60th birthday. 

 

 

Congratulations to the Lighthouse Keeper 

who is 40 this year. 

 

Dear Zoo is celebrating its 35th birthday. 

This delightful lift-the-flap book is still a firm 

favourite .Now there is also an app for Dear 

Zoo. The main focus is 

still on the story but 

children can open the 

crates, join in making 

animal noises and play 

a game of pairs at the 

end of the story. 

Winnie the Witch and Where’s  

Wally both celebrate their 30th 

birthday.  Winnie the Witch also now 

appears in a chapter book 

format. 

 

 

 
It is also the 20th birthday 

for Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s 

Stone.   

 
Captain Underpants is also  20 years old 

and is celebrating with a new film. 

 
There has also been 10 years of fun  with 

Aliens Love Underpants by Claire Freedman 

and the Elephant and Piggie series by Mo 

Willems. This series has a low AR level 

ranging from 0.5 to 1.0 and is a fun read 

for younger reluctant readers. 

http://www.takethequiz.co.uk/
http://siobhandowdtrust.com/teachers-and-librarians/
http://siobhandowdtrust.com/teachers-and-librarians/
mailto:sboylan@eastlothian.gov.uk


Feedback 

We welcome any feedback about the newsletter or any of our services. Let us know what you think by emailing YPS . Please let us know 

about the creative ways in which you have utilised the resources, what you would find useful in a newsletter, what resources you would 

like to receive…. Just let us know what you think! 

 

Spotlight On...! 

Every issue of 

Bookmarks highlights a 

particular topic 

and the variety of 

resources available. This 

issue the spotlight is 

on….. 

The Age of 

the Maya  
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Discover the lost world of the Mayan Civi-

lisation with several new titles. You can 

read about Daily Life in the Mayan Civili-

sation, find out about the ballgames 

played as part of a religious ritual in Ex-

plore Mayan Civilisation.  

 

 

Discover how we can 

learn about the civiliza-

tions through the ob-

jects they left behind in 

The Mayans: Dig up the 

secrets of the dead. 

 

 

 

Learn about the importance 

of chocolate for the Mayans 

as a form of currency and as 

a popular drink, xocoatl, 

with a chocolate whisk, co-

coa pod and beans.                                   

The Maya were skilled mathematicians 

and astronomers, creating complicated 

calendars. 

 

Find out about the differ-

ent calendars used by the 

Mayans and decipher a 

replica calendar. 

 

We have some posters depicting  fea-

tures of Mayan civilizations including 

Chichen Itza. 

  

 

There are also other arte-

facts including a Mayan 

basket to help encourage 

active learning. 

 

If you would like to receive more non-

book items, just remember to tick the 

appropriate box on the project request 

form. 

Blogs are also a source of 

information and ideas. 

 

If you are looking for ideas to en-

courage  reading for pleasure 

have a look at 

http://childrenreadingforpleasure.

blogspot.co.uk/ 

 

This has lots of interesting literacy 

ideas and links to other sites. One 

of the latest posts was about 

Reading Aloud in Class suggesting 

titles and linking to a blog by Nikki 

Gamble which recommends titles 

suitable for reading aloud to differ-

ent age groups. An earlier post 

was an interesting article on a 

Reading Rivers activity. 

Books for Keeps 
 

This is a free online review maga-

zine with news, views and reviews. 

The previous issue 

included an article looking at a 

selection of the ten best children’s 

books written as diaries. Each 

issue includes reviews of books 

for a variety of ages, 

including preschool, 5-8, 8-10 and 

10-14.  Great if you are looking for 

ideas for books for your school 

library. The March Issue will be out 

soon. http://booksforkeeps.co.uk/ 

 

Words for Life 
 

This website is part of the National 

Literacy Trust and has lots of use-

ful information. There is an inter-

view with the  comics laureate, a 

list of recommended comics and 

tools to create your own comic. 

 

There are tips from top authors, a 

LiteracyApps guide and lots more 

including recommended reads 

and fun activities.   

 

http://www.wordsforlife.org.uk/ 

Book News 
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mailto:ypslibraries@eastlothian.gov.uk?subject=Newsletter%20Feedback
http://childrenreadingforpleasure.blogspot.co.uk/
http://childrenreadingforpleasure.blogspot.co.uk/
http://booksforkeeps.co.uk/
http://www.wordsforlife.org.uk/

