
June Newsletter  

#caring, learning, sharing 

Dear Parent/ Carer, 

Welcome to our last newsletter of this academic year, where has the year gone! We have had a busy time in school 

over the last few weeks with many classes enjoying trips out and our P6/7 end of year show. This week sees the 

children meeting their new class teachers for next year spending two mornings getting to know each other. We have 

extended the transition time this year to help the children feel more settled during the summer break – we would 

welcome your thoughts & feedback on this.  

With this letter you will find a copy of our parent version of the School Improvement Plan for next year. We have 

plenty to cover but we want to carry out a number of parent workshops to keep you informed as the year 

progresses. We will send out a calendar of dates early in the next term so you have plenty of advance warning. We 

have also attached a copy of the new behaviour policy that has been arrived at through a working party of teachers, 

pupils and parents.  

Next year we are looking to make some changes to ACE hour. All schools have been asked to make sure that 

curriculum time in school focuses on pupils’ entitlement to a broad general education in line with the principles of 

Curriculum for Excellence and that all lessons are linked to clear learning outcomes within this. All Learning 

experiences in school should be linked to experiences and outcomes in the Curriculum for Excellence and planned to 

add value and progress children’s learning and achievement. East Lothian Council has a commitment to GIRFEC and 

the right of a child to be included in all aspects of the curriculum offer. With this in mind we are currently working on 

developing the pupil voice work further to facilitate some enterprise activities in line with developing the young 

workforce. We will be in touch again soon to explain this further.  

Finally I wanted to say thank you to everyone who has helped to make my first year at Sanderson’s Wynd so 

enjoyable – I think we have achieved a lot this year but I am really looking forward to our onward journey together. I 

hope you all have a very happy summer break. 

Parent Council Quiz Night   

Parent council have asked me to extend their thanks for all who supported the recent quiz night, which raised in 

excess of £800. The donations for the raffle prizes on the two dress down days were superb and these kind 

donations contributed greatly to the success of the evening and the final totals raised. Thank you to all members of 

the parent council who gave up their time to organise this event – let’s hope we can have many more family nights 

like this in the coming year.  

 

 



Reports from around school: 
We thought it would be really nice to round up the year with some comments from the children about their 

favourite memories of the year. 

P1 

In P1T the children had fun developing their classroom environment and linking their topics to the classroom 

learning tree. Mrs Misselbrook has captured the children’s feedback below: 

In P1T this year we have had a learning tree that keeps on growing. It’s been an exciting time! The leaves grew from 

handprints, which fell off in autumn to return with blossom painted on them in spring! Bees built hives on the 

branches and spiders spun their webs, which attracted beautiful birds to nest there too. The moths that came out at 

night in the light of the moon were all symmetrical! The children were so skilful in their drawing and cutting! A town 

was designed and built on the floor of the classroom and 3D models of buildings were created.  The children sang 

and danced when learning their numbers and sounds. They read stories in the shade of the branches and explored 

the wonderful world of fairy tales. Kilts were hung on the limbs of the tree and Scottish food tasted and enjoyed. The 

children have laughed, played and sung but most of all they have loved their time in P1 and had a wonderful year! 

P2  
 
"In primary 2H I have enjoyed forest schools. We made bug houses and it was fun. In primary 3 I am looking forward 
to getting harder maths challenges." - Gemma  
  
"In primary 2H I have enjoyed being an angel in the Nativity. In primary 3 I am looking forward to meeting my new 
teacher." - Jayden  
  
"In primary 2H I have enjoyed making stained glass windows in art because it was fun. In primary 3 I am looking 
forward to reading longer chapter books." - Toby  
 
P2L 
"I liked doing maths in primary 2. 
I enjoy doing my sums. 
I am looking forward to being in primary 3." 
Reece 
 
"I liked doing the Science Workshops in Primary 2. 
I enjoy doing yoga with my class. 
I am looking forward to working with new buddies in Primary 3." 
Ruby 
 

P3  
Highlights of P3MW 
 
We have had a terrific year in P3 and we have chosen some of our "best bits" to tell you about. 
We discussed autumn and studied leaves and trees during our Forest School block in September. 
We performed Sleeping Beauty to our parents in December. 
We enjoyed a trip to Hailes Castle when we launched our Castles topic. 
In March we invited our parents in to share a healthy breakfast as we had been learning about healthy eating. We 
made bread, smoothies and even some soup as part of our topic. 
We took part in a fun Football Festival after a block of football training. 
In May we took part in Unicef's Day for Change as part of our Africa topic, where we have been learning about some 
African countries. We all gave a short presentation about a country we had researched. 
All in all a great year, enjoyed by all! 
 
Day For Change 



P3 drew a picture of Africa on the playground. All of the classes put their change on the map and then we collected 
and counted the money to send it to Liberia for malnourished children. 
Layton P3MW 
  
Football Festival 
Over the last few weeks we have been training for a football festival. Our teacher was called Lorna and she was very 
nice. At the festival we played lots of games and lots of us scored goals. We had great fun. 
Marie P3MW 
 
P4 

 
P4D have really enjoyed learning about extreme weather.  It was a lot of fun learning through a storyline where we 
created our own families who were then affected by a tsunami hitting the town.  We created newspaper articles 
learning how to structure our writing and adding quotes.  We also created a news show which we shared with our 
buddies.  We tried hard to speak clearly and only add in the most important information. Finally, we learnt about 
global warming and how we can help sustain our world.    Whole class P4D. 
  
  
We have also had great achievements outside of school: 
  
Aidan won 3 silver medals at his Gymnastics completion for vault, his routine and overall performance. 
  
 
In P4A it has been hard to choose just one thing we have loved this year. We have loved making smoothies, growing 
cress, building volcanoes, experiencing a tsunami, meeting a Roman soldier, our trip to Vogrie Country Park and we 
have enjoyed all the celebration assemblies where many of us were Star of the Week.  
 
P5 
In P5S this month we have been learning about perimeter, 3D shapes and area.  We have been caring for the bugs in 

our bug hotels and helping our friends by sharing snack with someone who doesn’t have a snack.  We have been 

sharing our bug hotel presentations. By Hannah and Finlay 

Abbi's memories from P5F. 
  
"One of my favourite memories was performing 'Fever' with the Scottish Opera. Fever was super fun and we 
practiced really hard for weeks. Another favourite memory I have from P5F was our 'Camp Fire Celebration' for 
completing our John Muir Award. We got to play games, make shelters in groups using lots of different materials 
such as, tarpaulin, string and natural resources too. We had a great day! My final favourite memory from P5F was 
being able to watch the P7 show. The P6's and P7's did an amazing job and it must of taken them ages to get it right. 
All the actors, sound engineers and choirs did a fantastic job." 
   
P6 
 
P6H have enjoyed performing the opera Fever and going for a hike with the rangers in the Pentland Hills.  
Members of P6 have also really enjoyed helping out in the Hub and supporting their summer show.  
One of their favourite topics this year has been the Titanic. 
 
P7 
 
My favourite memory from this year has been when we created our own World War One diaries. We either were a 
soldier or a nurse on the front line. We wrote different entries based on famous events, such as the Christmas Truce 
and the Battle of the Somme. I had a lot of fun writing mine and at the end our parents could come in for a book 
signing and could read our diaries. My favourite entry was the last entry after coming back. I really enjoyed it! By Ella 
P7D 
  

  



Library Update  

The library shelves arrived this month. Mrs Quin, a small group of parent helpers, the Librarians and assistants have 

been working hard to organise the books and create a larger area for small group work and story telling.  We are still 

organising the shelves and replacing and labelling books and so we intend to hold our grand opening after the 

summer break.  Please contact the school office if you have a spare morning of afternoon and would like to lend a 

hand. 

Senior pupil & Nursery uniform  

Mrs Pitt has carried out a consultation with P6 children and parents around the introduction of a new senior uniform 

for the next school year. The outcome has been to introduce a different coloured sweatshirt; Royal Blue won the 

vote, with a logo on that has senior pupil underneath it. The children are very excited about this. 

The nursery have also decided to introduce a sweatshirt for the children – this is to be purple and will say Nursery 

underneath the logo.  

Both sweatshirts are available to buy on the Border Embroideries School uniform website. Paper order forms are 

also available from the school office. 

PEF Funding 

Thank you to everyone who responded to our recent questionnaire about the newly introduced PEF funding. We 

have submitted a plan to the Local Authority that suggested a Nurture Group Provision, a one to one tutor for 

identified pupils, increased support for learning hours and funding support towards forest school transport. We are 

delighted to report that our plan has been approved and are now awaiting the opportunity to appoint new staff to 

help support these new provisions.  

Bikeability Training (P6)  

Thank you for your replies, which have now been collated.  We are looking forward to starting the Bikeability training 

with some of our current Primary 6 pupils in the first term of Primary 7 (see diary dates for more information).  More 

information will be sent out when we return after the break. 

 

Other notable achievements  

Elliott and Libby won medals at the Athletics competition at Meadowmill. 

Both Finlay, P6/7 and Archie, P4 have been successful in recent Judo competitions.  

Saara and Lennon P6H both passed their Initial Grade piano exams on Friday, Saara with merit. 

Jake in P4D came 5th in the BMX National Championships in Manchester a few weeks ago. 



 

Eilidh was one of the winners for the Museum of Flight, Come Fly With Me art competition 

Clothing  

We have a large amount of lost property in school so if your child has lost any clothing please come to the school 

office to ask to have a look through the items we have. I am sure we nearly have enough to open our own shop! 

Please can I ask that you make sure all items of school clothing, including coats and PE kits, are clearly marked with 

your child’s name – thank you. 

 

Calendar dates 

August  

14
th

 & 15
th

 Staff in-service days 

16
th

  Pupils return – 8.50am (soft start) 

  

September  

4
th

 – 8
th

 Bikeability Training for P7 pupils 

7
th

 September Provisional Meet the teacher meetings  - 4pm or 5pm 

15
th

 & 18
th

  Autumn holiday – School closed 

 


