
Sanderson’s Wynd Newsletter – September 2017 

Welcome Back 

Our new school year has got off to a busy start with children already taking part in outings 

to Glasgow for a badminton event and the woods at Ormiston.  By now you should have 

received a letter inviting you to our meet the teacher meetings on 7th September at either 

5pm or 5.30pm. If you haven’t then please contact your child’s class teacher for a duplicate 

copy of the letter. These meetings are always very useful as they set the scene for the year 

ahead and give you a chance to visit your child’s classroom and put a face to a name. We look 

forward to welcoming you all to school.  

New staff to our team 

This term we welcome Mrs Carson, Mrs Blackie, Mr Beeston, Miss Stewart, Mrs Young as new 

teachers in school. We also welcome Mrs Grant, Mrs MacMurchie and Miss Triscott as new 

support staff.  I am sure you will want to join me in wishing them a very warm welcome to our 

team. 

 Prefects and House Captains 

 This week our P7 children have been invited to apply to become a prefect. This proved to 

be a very popular privilege last year and I am looking forward to receiving the letters of 

application again this year. As with last year prefect jobs will include setting up the hall for 

assembly; early morning helpers in class; door monitors at various times of the school day 

and dining hall monitors along with helping out as responsible pupils at various events 

throughout the school year. Once again members of the senior leadership team will review 

the applications and the shortlisted pupils will be invited for interview. We look forward to 

writing about the successful candidates in our next letter.  

Following the successful appointment of prefects we will then be looking to appoint our new 

house captains. 

 

Bikes and Scooters 

It’s great to see so many of the children bringing their bikes and scooters to school! Please 

can we ask that as soon as they enter the school grounds they push their bikes/scooters to 

the storage sheds so that we don’t have any accidents. 

Thanks for your support with this! 

 
 



Children’s University 

As we begin another school year we are excited to hear about the range of out of school 

learning that our pupils have been engaged in over the summer and after school.  For some 

it’s been a very busy summer!  We will soon be hosting a Children’s University Assembly and 

following this, our new Primary 1 pupils will receive their Children’s University letter with a 

tear-off slip attached at the bottom.  Once the slips have been returned, passports will be 

delivered and you can begin to collect learning credits at a huge number of learning 

destinations.   

As always, we recommend that you log your learning hours credits on your e-passport.  This 

ensures that you will receive an invitation to your Graduation when you have achieved enough 

hours of learning.   

 

The next graduation at Queen Margaret University is on 25th November.  The deadline to log 

hours is Friday 6th October.  This event is for pupils who have over 100 credits on their e-

passport and have not yet attended a QMU graduation ceremony. 

 

If you have any questions for the school please contact Mrs Wong.  You can keep up-to-date 

with Children’s University learning opportunities by following us on Twitter - 

@SandersonsWynd.  If you have any further questions for Children’s University please email 

Hayley at childrensuniversity@qmu.ac.uk. 

 

New for this year 
 

New pattern to playtime: 

Following on from the consultation we carried out with children last year we have split the 

morning break times into 3 playtimes. This has given the children a lot more space on the 

playground and greatly reduced the number of incidents at playtime. The children also have 

more opportunity to access all the new equipment we purchased last year. So far this is 

proving to be a very popular decision.  

 

Read Write Inc.: 

Following training on our two Inset days we are beginning to rollout the new style of reading 

lesson. The children have all been assessed and split into groups and are already enjoying the 

new routines that are gradually being phased in. We would like to invite all parents of pupils 

in P1-P3 to a workshop to share more information with you and give you opportunity to have a 

good look at the new resources. We are planning to hold the workshop after the September 

weekend break. A separate letter will be sent home in the next few days outlining the details 

and timings.  

 

New rewards: 

At the end of last term we sent out our new behaviour policy. When putting this policy 

together the children contributed some new ideas for rewards. One of the ideas was to have 

afternoon tea with the headteacher if they had been nominated as star of the week. We are 

planning to roll this out from next week inviting the stars to take part in a baking session on 

Monday of each week and then meeting with myself for afternoon tea on Tuesday. I am 



really looking forward to chatting to the children in more detail about their achievements 

and why they have achieved the status of star of the week.  

 

Senior pupil uniform: 

Thank you to all the families who have supported out new senior uniform, the children of P7 

look very smart! 

 

School Library update 
The library is looking really good and we hope to have it open soon. We just need to finish 

cataloguing the books and then we will be carrying out the final training with our librarians.  

 

Art Competition 
Since 2004 there has been an art competition in the Royal Hospital for Sick Children. The winning 

pictures have been displayed in the hospital. 

Now we are looking ahead to our new hospital, which will be called the Royal Hospital for Children and 

Young People. We are organising an art competition for children and young people within schools in 

the Lothians and for patients in the hospital to enter. 

The details are as follows: 

Theme: Through a Window  

The 3 age groups are: 7 and under, 8-12 and teens. 

Size of paper: A3 

Picture identification – (front) child’s first name, age and picture name 

(Back) – child’s full name, class and school attended. 

The closing date is 20th October 2017, with a view to the winning entries being displayed in spring 

2018. Prizes will be awarded to the winners and the winning pictures will be framed and displayed in 

the new hospital.  

If any child would like to enter the competition above we would be happy to forward their 

entries – please submit the entries to school by 16th October to give us time to forward them 

on by the closing date. 

Car Parking 

Please can we courteously remind you that the staff car park should not be used for drop-

off and pick-up.  There is safe parking away from the school and parents should ensure that 

they are not parking on double yellow lines and blocking the vision of pedestrians trying to 

cross over Sanderson’s Wynd.  This is a hazard for our children and creates problems with 

traffic passing badly parked cars as children cross the road.  Please be a responsible driver 



and park a safe distance from the school.  Please can I also ask that you do not park in the 

disabled bays or use them to drop off your child unless you or your child is disabled. We have 

already had more than one occasion where some of our families have found it difficult to find 

a vacant disabled bay  – thank you. 

Wet Playtimes 

Please remember that if your child would prefer to go outside during a wet 

break, our staff will oversee them playing outside.  They should come to school 

with appropriate clothing for outdoor play if they wish to play outside when it is 

raining.  Wellies, a waterproof jacket and waterproof trousers are essential.  

Please do send a spare set of clothes in a bag that can be stored in school with 

your child’s name on it.   

Reading Volunteers 

We will shortly be starting up our reading buddy scheme again. If you would like to volunteer 

to help hear children read in school please complete the slip at the end of the letter and we 

will contact you to arrange training. This is a great way to find out a little more about how 

school operates.  

 

East Lothian URGENTLY looking for more Foster Carers! 

Are you who they're looking for? 

Look out for the new East Lothian ‘Are you who they’re looking for’ fostering campaign being launched this August. 

Posters should be appearing on lampposts, offices, walls and windows across the county, trying to get more people 

to take up this excellent career. There’ll also be lots of social media, so we’re hoping that everyone will do their best 

for East Lothian’s children and young people – even if you can’t foster, please share the message as widely as you 

can (on social media, by putting up posters or just good old word of mouth). 

East Lothian Council’s Education and Children’s Services spokesperson Councillor Shamin Akhtar said: 

‘We have children and young people who need foster carers urgently. We had a brilliant response to our campaign at 

Christmas and the foster carers recruited then have completed their home visits, disclosure checks and training and 

are now taking on their first young people. However, demand is always growing and we need more people to come 

forward very soon and give their love and support to some vulnerable children and young people who really, really 

need them. 

‘As you know, we set great store in East Lothian in keeping our looked-after children in or very close to East Lothian, 

so that very vulnerable children don’t have to change schools or lose touch with their friends and wider families. Not 

every fostering agency thinks this is important but we do – we really see the value in not sending children far away 

from everyone and everything they know. So, I’d just like to say how grateful I am to all our foster carers for choosing 

to Foster East Lothian and for the fantastic job they do – they make a difference every day. I hope that there will be a 

number of people reading this article now who will also be able to make that difference and be the ones that our 

children so desperately need.’ 

To find out more about joining our East Lothian fostering team, please go to www.eastlothian.gov.uk/fostering or 

phone us on 01620 827 643. Our next intake of foster carers takes place in September 2017. 

 

https://mail.elcschool.org.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=trUXTRNtHHVsikOwxwN8yJJqJwV9y1K0MqwgrnJJuXrlRVnE5e_UCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.eastlothian.gov.uk%2ffostering


Calendar for the year ahead 

Please find below a copy of the dates we have in our school diary so far. We will update this 

with each newsletter aiming to give you dates as early as possible.  

September  

6th  P7 trip to National Galleries 

7th Meet the teacher meetings – 5pm & 5.30pm 

11th  P7 trip to Scottish Parliament 

14th Hub coffee morning 10am 

15th -18th September weekend 

19th  Children return to school 

20th  P7 Rugby 

27th P7 Rugby 

October  

4th  P7 Rugby 

11th  P7 Rugby festival at Ross High 

13th  Break for October half term 

23rd  School closed – Inset Day 

24th  Children return to school 
School photographer 

25th  P6 Rugby 

31st  Nursery Halloween Disco 

November  

1st P6 Rugby 

8th  P6 Rugby 

14th  Parents Evening – 6-8.30pm 

15th  P6 Rugby 

16th  Parents Evening – 4-6.30pm 

17th Hub coffee morning 10am 

14th – 17th  Nursery consultations throughout the day 

21st  P6 Rugby Festival – Ross High 

December  

5th  Infant Nativity 9.30am & 6pm 

6th  P3-7 Christmas Performance – 9.30 & 6pm 

7th  Christmas lunch 

18th  P5 Christmas party - pm 

19th  P2 Christmas Party - pm 

20th  Nursery Parties – am and pm 
P3 Christmas Party – am 
P4 Christmas Party – pm 

21th  P7 Christmas Party - pm 

22th  P1 Christmas Party - am 
P6 Christmas Party - am 

22nd  Break for Christmas Holidays 

January  

8th  Children return to school 

23rd  9am Burn’s Assembly 

23rd  P4 Badminton 

25th  Nursery Burns Supper 

February  

1st  Hub coffee morning 10am 

2nd  Hub Ceilidh  

6th  P4 Badminton Festival 



7th  Nursery Concert  

9th  Break for February half term 

19th  Children return to school 

21st  P5 Rugby 

28th  P5 Rugby 

March  

5th  P7 Outing to Risk Factory 

7th  P5 Rugby 

14th  P5 Rugby 

20th  P5 Rugby Festival-Ross High 

20th  Parents Evening 6-8.30 

22nd  Parents Evening 4-6.30 

20th – 23rd Nursery consultations throughout the day 

29th  Break for Easter Holiday 

April  

16th  Children return to school 

19th  P4 Rugby 

26th  P4 Rugby 

May  

1st  P5 Golf 

2nd  P3 Football 

3rd  P4 Rugby 

7th  Holiday  

8th  Inset day – no children 

9th  Children return to school 

9th  P3 football 

10th  P4 Rugby 

11th  Hub coffee morning 10am 

15th  P4 Rugby Festival – Ross High 

16th  P3 Football 

14th – 18th  P7 Camp 

21st  Holiday 

22nd  Children return to school 

23rd  P3 Football 

30th  P3 Football festival at Foresters Park 

June  

11th  Sports Day 

13th & 14th  Ross High Transition Days for P7 

14th  Parent meeting at Ross High for P7 parents 

18th  Reserve Sports Day 

19th  P6&7 Summer Show 9.30am 

20th  P6&7 Summer Show 6.30pm 

22nd  9am End of year presentation assembly 

22nd  Reports go out to parents 

25th  Children move up to meet their new teacher for the morning 

25th  P7 leavers event – details closer to the time 

26th  Children move up to meet their new teacher for the morning 

28th  Nursery Graduation 

28th  Hub Summer Event 

29th  Final Day – P7 Graduation 

  

  

  

  

 



 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

I would like to come into school as a reading volunteer 

Childs Name……………………………………………………………. Class………………………………… 

Signed………………………………………………………………………….. Date……………………………….. 


