
  

St Gabriel’s Primary School Parent Council  

10 March 2014 

 

Present – Stefano Lucernoni (Chair),  Anne Torley, Sue Adams,  Davie Smith, Mandy Manson, Natalie 

Lees, Trudi McCabe, Gillian Tracey (Clerk). 

Apologies – Eddie White, Mark Bemrose, Margaret Libberton 

 

1. Approval of Minutes 

Minutes from meeting 22.1.2014 approved Trudi McCabe and seconded by Davie Smith. 

2. Head Teacher’s Report  

 Staffing – Mrs Maule maternity leave post was advertised and Mrs Fairbairn was the 
successful candidate therefore now be full time.  Miss Roche has announced she will be 
leaving the school to move to the Edinburgh Authority on 17.3.2014.  This vacancy was 
advertised but there were no applicants to the post, possibly due to the post being a short 
term temporary post.  The post has been re-advertised.  In the meantime Miss Thomson will 
be withdrawn as the Literary Teacher in the school and will teach P5.  Mrs Barry will be 
returning from maternity leave soon and will share the P5 teaching with Miss Thomson. 

 Playground Equipment – the equipment has been ordered from Caledonian Play and it is 
hoped it will be installed before the end of March. 

 Green House – the greenhouse was delivered to the school however the weekend it was 
erected there were some serious weather conditions which resulted in the greenhouse 
frame being damaged.  The structure had to be taken down but it is hope that Kenny will be 
able to save the majority of the structure and re-erect soon but on a smaller scale. 

 QIO Evaluation visit to take a place in March. 
 Charades had been working closely with P4,5,6 on Treasure Island, the classes will be 

performing this and parents will be given the opportunity to come into the school to watch 
the performance. 

 Nursery Hours – The nursery hours will be changing from 475 to 600 per year, pupils at the 
AM and PM classes will now be given alternate Friday mornings to try and accommodate 
this, it is not know how this will affect staffing as yet. 

 Modern Languages -  P6 and 7 currently are taught French as we no longer have support 
from the consulate to teach Italian. This is under discussion again by the cluster as we would 
like to reinstate Italian to be ready for 1+2 languages being implemented before 2020. 

 

 

3. AOB 

 The school are looking for a contribution from the Parent Council towards the cost of new 

Playground Equipment, this was previously agreed and will be put into motion.  Fundraising 

will be discussed at the next meeting. 

 Davie is planning a sponsored cycle to take place at the end of May from Dumbarton to 

Edinburgh – 69 Miles.  It was suggested that the children could be involved in something like 

this, perhaps a sponsored walk from Longniddry to Haddington.  Will be discussed at the 

next meeting. 

 It has been reported that a White Dog is being tied to the front gate of the school. Dogs 

should not be left unattended at any time and not allowed in school. A reminder of this will 

be put in the next newsletter.  The Dog Warden does try to monitor from time to time.  Dog 



  

Walkers are also using the playground at the weekend. The janitor will be asked to lock gates 

at the weekend to deter this practice. 

 There is still an issue with a contracted Taxi parking inappropriately at the school and it 

would seem that the driver is now parking in the school car park, this is a danger to children.  

The driver will be informed that he cannot idle in the school car park.  Children should also 

be discouraged from cutting across the school car park and should be asked to walk along 

the pavement and use the main gates at the front of the building.  It is dangerous for 

children to cut across the car park for obvious reasons, children should also be discouraged 

from playing in this area due to cars accessing and exiting this area. 

 NL raised the possibility of the school arranging for more contemporary styled photographs 

in the future however the school is contracted at the moment to Tempest but this could be 

looked at for future sessions.  Parents have been consulted previously with regards to this 

but the school did not receive much feedback surrounding this therefore made no changes 

to the current style. 

 

The next meeting has been changed to Wed 30 April 2014 at 7pm.  This is to accommodate the 

Barga visitors the following week. 


