
 

St Gabriel’s Primary School Parent Council – 12 November 2014 

 

Present – Eddie White (Chair), Trudy McCabe, Sue Adams, Davie Smith, Heather Combe, 

Mark Bemrose, Scott Penman, Gillian Tracey (Clerk), Gareth Williamson, Peter Smith, Anne 

Torely, Mandy Manson, Angela Sneddon, Stefano Lucernoni 

Apologies – Natalie Lees  

 

The Parent Council welcomed a new member, Gareth Williamson. 

 

1. Approval of Minutes 

The minutes from the meeting on 3.9.2014 were approved by EW and seconded by TM. 

 

2. Head Teacher’s Report  

 Joint Working with Loretto RC Primary School should come to an end at the end of this 
term, with a view to starting back at St Gabriels full time in January although the date 
has yet to be confirmed. 

 Barga – the trip to Barga has now been booked for 26 children and 4 members of staff, 
departing 28 April 2015 and returning 2 May 2015.  Accommodation has been booked at 
La Pergola again and arrangements are being made with Filecchio Primary School for a 
visit to their school. 

 The school is currently involved in The Big Sleep Project, this project is looking at 
improving sleeping routines at home, and questionnaires were sent home for parents to 
complete to gain an idea of children’s routines.  2 Members of staff have attended 
training to become Sleep Counsellors, they will be available in school to offer parents 
advice and support re sleep patterns.  There will be also fact sheets available.   The Big 
Sleep Project will be launched in Preston Lodge High School on 24 November at 7pm, all 
parent councils over the cluster will be invited to attend along with the local press. 

 There will be a Parent Drop In on 19 November 2014, after receiving feedback from the 
previous Drop In a crèche facility will be offered on the day in the dining area, the focus 
of the session is between the child and class and the parent.  The Nursery will work 
slightly differently, having Soft Start Sessions over a number of days, however, if the 
parent of a nursery child requires the use of the crèche they will be encouraged to come 
along on the 19 November. 

 Free School Meals will be implemented in January 2015 for all P1 – P3 children.  There 
will be no change to the current meal times initially and this will be monitored.  Children 
will be offered a meal Monday to Thursday and all P1 – P3 children will be given a 
packed lunch on a Friday. 

 Cluster RME Work – Gods Loving Plan is the new sexual health and relationship material 
being used in St Gabriel’s, initially we linked up with St Martin’s for discussion and the 
school are happy to announce this has been extended to Loretto and St Mary’s Primary 
schools, for the 1st time the 4 cluster RC school’s will be working together on this.  One 
area being look at jointly is the Sacramental Preparation, organizing events for all of P4 



 

not solely the children taking part in the Sacramental process. 
 1+2 Agenda – it is expected that by 2020 all schools in the Authority will have 

implemented the 1+2 Agenda, meaning we should be implementing 2 languages (1 
Mother tongue and two other languages It has been decided the 1st of the two 
languages to be taught will be French, which will be taught from Primary 1 through to 
Secondary school, and 3rd language may be introduced for P5 onwards, this will 
discussed at a later date with the Modern Language Department at Preston Lodge.  
Primary 1 will be taught French from next session onwards with the support of a Tutor 
initially and by 2020 this will be rolled out through the whole school. 

 Nativity - rehearsals are going well for this year’s Nativity, P1 – P3 are working very hard. 
 The School will soon be going on a trip to the Brunton Theatre for this year’s 

Pantomime, the PC have traditionally supplied Ice Cream in school and will continue to 
subsidise  this at the Theatre, EW to contact the Brunton Theatre to try and get a price 
for this, SA will email EW the numbers of children attending. 

 School Garden – SA advised the meeting that it is coming to the end of the season for 
the garden but we still have volunteers from Fruits and Shoots helping P5 in the garden.  
Christine is also keen to organise an after school club that Parents can attend with their 
children on a Monday after school for anyone interested.  There has been a small issue 
with youths out of school hours which has been the addition of chicken wire over the 
greenhouse to support the structure. 

 

 

3. Banking 

 TM has received a letter from RBS in London requesting a copy of the minutes that 
stated names to be removed and added to the signatories.  GT to send TM the minutes 
who will send them on, this should resolve the ongoing issues. 

 There is currently a balance of £6759.32, £700 of this being held in the school from the 
Charity Bike Ride, £5000 of this is allocated to the school for the playground equipment. 

 

4. Bazaar 

 There is a bazaar meeting to proceed after the PC meeting however it was noted that 

there have been requests from outside parties for stalls at this bazaar meeting, it was 

discussed that there may not be room for this at the bazaar but the PC may look at 

organising a craft fair at a later date. 

 

6. AOB 

 SP attended the recent Preston Seton Partnership meeting in September and thought it 

would be useful to have a representative from the PC at local meetings however people 

where sometimes not aware of the meetings.  GT agreed to inform the PC of useful 

Diary Dates at future meetings.  

 

Date of next Meetings  Wednesday 14 January 2015 


