
 

 

St Gabriel’s Parent Council Meeting Wednesday 7th October 2015 7pm 

================================================================================ 

Present:  Davie Scott  (Chairperson), Anne Torley (Headteacher), Sue Adams – (Depute 

Headteacher), Mark Bemrose,  Stefano Lucernoni (Vice Chair & Secretary) , Eddie White (Church 

Rep), Heather Combe, Trudy McCabe (Treasurer) , Katie Barron (Clerk)  

Apologies : Natalie Lees, Mandy Manson, Scott Penman, Angela Carroll, Gareth Williamson, Brendan 

Davanna, Tulio Filogonia 

================================================================================ 

No approval of minutes – carry forward to next meeting  

 

1. Parental Survey Results  

 The response rate from parents was disappointing. Out of a roll of 300, 14 parents responded 

equating to 3% response rate.  

 AT  noted that whilst it was low, any comments made should be read, and taken on board, and 

action taken where able to do so  

 It was agreed that the wording on the survey was slightly confusing and would therefore be 

redesigned slightly and sent out again. KB (Clerk) charged with liasing with John Muir House 

Education Department to move forward with this. It was also noted a question would be added, 

to ascertain how best to communicate with parents.  

 Some comments made in the survey related to communication in the school. It was noted that 

the school now has a Twitter account, which is updated daily, uses text messages to 

communicate with parents, issues a newsletter at the start of each term. Discussion around the 

school’s Edubuzz page and how the social media can be linked to it, and further timely updates 

to the page. KB (Clerk) to discuss with relevant staff at ELC and revert. 

 Twitter has been really well received by parents, substantial number of followers and retweets 

in short space of time.  

 It was felt there is a good communication between the school and parents. There is 

encouragement to get parents involved, assisting in classes, parental drop in’s, helping with 

school trips.  The school welcomes any way parents can assist with school life.  

 It was suggested compiling a distribution list of parent’s email addresses could help to improve 

communication. AT noted this would have to be checked re possible Data Protection issue. DC 

suggested a possible way to do this was during the yearly information update request sent to 

parents, a request be made for their email address. SA added that during out of hours events, 

such as parent consultations, a staff member could check their contact email at the front desk 

upon arrival into the school building.  

 

 

 



 

 

2. Parent Council  

 Discussion around the parent council and how the existing members are keen to encourage new 

parents to join. TMc noted information about the parent members needed to be updated and 

communicated to parents 

 SA to update the 3 notice boards with parent council member names. It was agreed having 

photographs of the parent council members would make it easier for parents to recognise and 

approach members of the parent council if they wish to contact a member in the playground.  

 SA happy to update the notice boards around the school ( front, back and nursery) with any 

information relating to parent council  

 It was suggested an existing parent council member may be able to assist with photographs.  

 DS to contact members that have not attended meetings for a while to clarify whether they still 

wish to remain on the parent council  

 KB (Clerk) to update Edubuzz with parent council members and roles.  

3. Staffing  

AT noted that Principal Teacher interviews will take place after the October break, to replace Alex 

Buchanan.  

AOB – None  

 

Date of next meeting: 4th November at 7pm  

 

 

 

 


