
Windygoul Parent Council Minutes of Meeting 

held on Tuesday 21st January 2014 

 

Welcome & Introductions 

The Chair opened the meeting by welcoming everyone.   All attendees introduced themselves and 

their role in the parent council. 

Present:  L. Taylor, V. McIntyre, K. Tait, P. Ross, L. Blair, A. Wilson, E. Rees, A. Arnot, P. Fraser, P. 

Pearson, A. Storrier,  S. Walthew, G. Brydon, M. Grigg, I. Smith, K. Mcleod, J. Gillies, C. Herkes, S. 

Akhtar,  

Apologies:  V. Peebles, D.  Middlemass, S. Craigmile, L. Lang, J. Ferrier, K. Hendry,  

 

Minutes of last meeting 

All minutes approved. 

Additional Note:  Special thanks to Maureen Steele for her hard work during her time on the Parent 

Council.  She has now stepped down. 

 

Special Guest Speaker 

- Keith Tait, Community Warden, East Lothian 

Introduced himself and gave a brief history of the role of Community Wardens – set up in 2008 to 

address problems of Anti Social behaviour, such as litter dropping, dog fouling, smoking, noise etc.  

Anti social behaviour is classified as ‘actions that cause fear and distress out with their own property’  

There are 7 wardens covering the whole East Lothian area and they work different day and night 

shifts.  They have the authority to issue warnings and fixed penalty notices in relation to persistent 

anti social behaviour and will act on information from members of the public who witness this 

behaviour.  People can contact Keith Tait or the Warden team by email or the Tel no. printed on the 

distributed leaflets – 0845 601 8518.   

Wardens can also provide signage and pavement stencilling to prohibit anti-social behaviour.   

If any parents witness any behaviour they don’t like they can enter details at the council website 

‘dog watch’.  It will be investigated and a verbal warning will be directed to the perpetrator/s and 

wardens will patrol the area at the times when the incidents tend to occur. 

At this point a parent representative from the PC asked whether the school were able to patrol or be 

visible to deter people from dog fouling, smoking etc. near the school gates.   The head teacher 

replied they can only intervene with behaviour inside the school gates. 



The chair asked all PC members to think of any feedback or issues to get back to Keith with.  Keith 

agreed to keep in touch with the Head Teacher and to speak to the Dog warden to see if there would 

be any suggested actions for dog fouling near the school gates.    

The Chair thanked Keith for his support and short notice attendance at the meeting. 

 

Correspondence 

The Clerk confirmed the following correspondence had been issued since the last meeting:  

a) SPTC Back chat  - December 2013 

b) Area Partnership Briefing meeting, Thursday 29th January 

c) ELAPCM minutes – November 2013 

d) Carol Snow – National Parent Forum of Scotland – Pointers for parents and pupils 

 

Special Guest speaker – Val McIntyre 

Val introduced herself and asked all PC members to introduce themselves and to give a brief update 

of their experience within the Parent Council and how long they had been involved.  Val then went 

on to give a short presentation about Parent Councils. 

Parent Councils were introduced in 2006 following legislation to get parents more actively involved 

in the support and education of children.   

Purpose  

Parents and teachers working together to support children 

Roles 

Chair – Control Meeting, get through the agenda, make sure every voice is heard, keep to time, 

ensure actions are carried forward, run through minutes with Clerk prior to meeting 

Vice Chair – as above, in the absence of the Chair 

Secretary – Windygoul has decided not to fill this role at this time 

Head Teacher – A duty and a right to attend the Parent Council (or their representative) and there to 

provide advice, information and support.  Not there to leave with a bundle of work. 

Treasurer – keep a record of all incoming and outgoing funds, ensure 2 signatories to the 

account, keep hold of all receipts, provide a full update at PC meetings, ensure books are 

audited by an external person to the Parent Council once a year (prior to the AGM) 



Elected members – councillors offer years of experience and advice and attend many Parent 

Council meetings throughout East Lothian, use their knowledge 

Sub groups – all sub group meetings should be held out with the Parent Council but 
subgroups do not have the authority to make final decisions.  They should bring 
recommendations to the PC meetings so that all members can make decisions there. This 
may mean that some recommendations are not used or are amended in some way.  One 
representative from each sub group should attend the Parent Council meetings at all times. 
It is good practice to have a member of school staff involved with each subgroup.  All 
subgroups should have brief minutes of their meetings and these can simply be bullet 
points. These minutes are for reference at full pc meetings and do not go out to the wider 
parent forum. 
 

Members said that it can sometimes be difficult to bring all decisions to the Parent Council due to 

the infrequency of the meetings and not being able to wait before deadlines pass.  Val suggested 

planning earlier and having a calendar of events at the start of the academic year.  Sub groups can 

then prepare their proposals well in advance and bring these to the relevant PC meetings.  Events 

and information can also be posted on the School web pages or circulated amongst PC members 

when a decision is needed quickly.  Val also asked if sub groups invite Parent Forum members to 

their meetings to gain further support for their activities. 

The head teacher mentioned that ‘Parent call’ could be utilised for communicating events to parents 

and that it is often the best method as all parents check these regularly.  Please provide the content 

of the message and when it is to be issued to the Head Teacher with at least one day notice to when 

it has to be circulated. The maximum size of message is 160 characters, this includes spaces and 

punctuation. 

Val re-iterated that sub group decisions should not be made in isolation; they should always be 

brought to the Parent Council for final agreement. 

 

Head teachers Report 

Christmas at Windygoul 

We had a very busy but successful festive season here at Windygoul with our children performing to 

a huge number of parents, carers, friends, and extended family. 

All of the Nursery children performed their Carol Concerts to a captive audience and enjoyed the 

opportunity to dress up and take part in what was the first performance for many. 

Our P1 staff and pupils successfully put on ‘The Nativity’ to sell out audiences in both afternoon and 

evening performances.  Many thanks to the parents and carers who helped with costumes for these 

as the children looked wonderful!  A coin collection was taken at the door for both of these 

performances and a grand total of £237.89 was raised for the Sick Kids Hospital. 

Our P2,3,4 staff and pupils also excelled in their Carol Concert and again played to sell out crowds on 

both of their afternoon performances.  A coin collection was taken at the door of both of their 

performances and along with money raised by staff over the festive period a total of over £580 was 

raised for the Calereidh Children’s Hospice in Edinburgh. 



It was great to have the support of the Parent Council organising teas and coffees and sales of 

reindeer food, snowman soup and snowman & reindeer poop at these events too as we are aware 

that this helped to boost funds which we look forward to helping to spend! 

 

Our P5-7 pupils put on a great carol service at the local church and were a credit to the school on the 

long walk there and back.  Huge thanks to Mrs MacKenzie who coordinated the Carols and Readings 

at the church and ensured our service ran smoothly with support from Jan Gillies the minister.  The 

singing was beautiful and the high standard was commented on by many in the audience. In reality, 

we will have to rethink how we manage this in the coming years as our numbers grow, at the 

moment we are looking to have 2 services at the church, probably P4/5 and P6/7 as we feel this is a 

very important part of the Christmas celebration and a good link with our local community.  This will 

also help with crowd congestion at the middle school carol concert leaving this as a P2/3 event. 

 

All of our children enjoyed taking part in their Christmas parties, with Santa dropping in on our 

Nursery-P2 parties and our P6&7 pupils enjoying taking part in their ceilidh with a fantastic band live 

band. 

 

Nursery pre-school- P5 pupils and staff had a wonderful time with the in-school Panto – which is 

supported by funds from the Parent Council and the P6 & 7 pupils and staff commented on how 

good the Panto at the Brunton Theatre had been, again thanks go to the Parent Council for the 

donation towards costs of buses for this. 

Our ante-preschool Nursery pupils enjoyed entertainment from Peter Pepper during the last week of 

term. 

 

Scottish Week 

The new term started with our Scottish Focus Week, with a range of activities happening across all of 

our classes.  All of the children from P1-7 have been allocated a range of Scots poems to learn over 

the first few weeks of term and competitions will be held within classes next week with 3 pupils 

going forward to the finals on 31st January.  Following this the winners will be announced and these 

pupils will be invited with their family to our now annual Scots Night on Wednesday 5th February.   

Mrs Peebles our Music Specialist has been working on Scottish Songs with our Middle and Upper 

School pupils and they will be taking part in a competition for the Junior and Senior Singing trophies 

too. 

Mr Thomas and Mr McCann are also working on some examples of dancing to show off the skills that 

have been developed through their PE lessons and we also hope to have some audience 

participation too. 

 

Staffing 

We were sad to see Miss Kate Thomas P2B teacher leave us at Christmas time.  The class are 

currently being covered by Jean Stephenson on Monday/Tuesday and Elise Rees for the rest of the 

week.  The post has been advertised and is due to close next Sunday. 

We currently have an advert for a permanent teaching post initially within our SEBN Base (Golden 

Room) this post has been re-advertised and is also due to close next Sunday. 

Mrs Holly Ketch in has joined the team and is teaching in P6B on a Monday to give Miss Lindsay her 

0.3 non teaching commitment.   



Ms Loretta Skillini has been appointed as Temporary ASN Auxiliary, filling the post advertised before 

Christmas – Miss Lawrie (as she is known to the children) had been working with us on Supply and 

was the preferred candidate for the post.  Mrs Morag Howie is also currently working with us on 

Supply as ASN Auxiliary in P1C and P1D. 

We are currently joined by 2 x PGDE Primary Students on their middle placements Kirstie Whyte  is 

working with Miss Brown in P4A and Nicola Laing with Mr Thomas and Miss Johnston in P4/5. 

 

Primary Management Team Review 

There has been a proposal put forward to remove the position of Principal Teacher from East 

Lothian Council in order to meet the required budget cut backs. All staff and Parent Councils have 

had this news shared and there is a period up to the 1st Of February where people can make 

comments about the proposals before a decision is finalised on 7th of February. At Windygoul this 

would mean that our 3 Principal Teachers would return to being class teachers and would no longer 

be part of the Management Team. The salaries of permanent staff would be conserved for a 3 year 

period and the costs of this would be met from the Government Change Fund. The email address for 

comments is pmr@eastlothian.gov.uk if Windygoul Parent Council wish to make comment. 

 

As mentioned at the last meeting the problem of Supply cover continues to be an issue across the 

Council and beyond and this has hit us hard over the past few weeks. My thanks go to staff for their 

understanding, support, and flexibility when things have had to be altered at very short notice to 

accommodate the needs of the children which is our number one priority.  

 

Increasing Population 

Currently the prediction for Windygoul for session 2014-2015 is 23 classes but this may change after 

placing requests are looked at and a clearer more accurate picture won’t be available until 

March/April when final decisions will be made. Our programme is for the permanent extension to be 

completed is planned for the new term in 2016, with possibly 27 classes, again to be confirmed in 

April. The busy lunch hall is also due to be extended as part of the extension and this could be as 

early a first phase in 2015. Full discussion with Darrin Nightingale and a team, including myself are 

due to be scheduled and I will keep you updated as things progress. 

Bikes and Scooters 

Again we are reminding pupils and parents through our Newsletter that no children should be riding 

scooters and bicycles within the school grounds.  This is an ongoing concern and something that we 

will continue to address, we would appreciate the support of those of you on the Parent Council to 

actively encourage this during drop off and pick up times. 

 

Class Photos 

Class photos will take place on Monday 27th January – all parents and carers have been reminded 

about this via Groupcall. 

 

Drama Workshops 

 All of the classes from P1-7 are enjoying taking part in Drama Workshops this week, hosted by 

Drama Mill. The group had contacted the school to ask if they could do some sessions with a view to 

putting on a Drama Club after school if there was enough interest.  So far we have had quite a few 

mailto:pmr@eastlothian.gov.uk


notes of interest from pupils who have taken part so hopefully this could be a new experience to add 

to the extra-curricular activities currently being offered here at Windygoul. 

 

Sporting Events 

A group of our P7 Boys reached the finals for the Douglas Allan Football Shield and now play on 

Monday 27th January.  Thanks go to Mr Bonnar and Mr Cymber for their continued support with the 

football teams. 

Our Swimming Team begin their defence of the East Lothian Gala Shield this coming Friday, we hope 

to repeat our fantastic efforts from last year, where we brought the shield back to Tranent for the 

first time in over 20 years. 

We continue to celebrate the sporting achievements of pupils out with the school at assemblies and 

we would encourage the pupils to bring their certificates, medals etc in to share with us – we 

certainly have a talented bunch! 

 

 

Subgroups update 

Fundraising 

Avril spoke to the band that did the P6/7 Ceilidh and they have agreed to play an evening event for 

the PC for the same price as they had given the school (approx. £120).  Several dates were proposed 

for the Ceilidh fund raiser and it was agreed that the 21st March would be preferable, with the 14th 

March as a back-up date.  It was mentioned that Sport relief falls on 21st March and that this could 

be used to aid fund raising. 

It was also agreed that the ‘Spring Fling’ would be replaced this year in favour of an End of Year 

Dance/Disco to be held on 20th June. 

The May Fair will continue to take place on the 31st May. 

Any extra help with the Ceildh please contact the fund raising sub group. 

Christine agreed to inform everyone the date for the next Fundraising group meeting. 

 

Communications 

The Chair confirmed one member of staff is to join the communication group.  Avril will ask school 

staff who would like to be involved. 

 

Chit chat - 1 per term on the last Friday of the month.  The next one is Friday 31st January – Is anyone 

available to help?  1 member offered to help set up and 1 other member said she may be able to 

help and will get back to the Chair to confirm. 

 



Treasurer update 

The treasurer confirmed a new file for the accounts has been setup with a full list and excel 

spreadsheet of incoming and outgoing funds.   

December to January 2014 

Balance = £3364.88 

Incoming = £367.90 

Outgoing = £800.00 Camera and £1000.00 Smart board 

No current funding requests from the school due to residual funds available from the School budget.  

This will be reviewed after Easter and end of financial year. 

 

AOB 

None 

 

Next PC meeting – Tuesday 4th March, 2014 

 


