
                             
 

 
 
Welcome to our May edition of the newsletter 
and sincere apologies for the slight delay in 
getting this ready for uploading onto our 
website. I know that a few parents have been 
wondering where it was! Hopefully, for future 
editions, we can do an email alert to advise 
you of when they will go live. Meantime, 
thanks for your patience over this one! 
 

Health Week – huge thanks! 
I’m sure you’d want to join with me in saying a 
huge THANK YOU to all members of our 
Health Committee for organising such a 
wonderful Health Week last week. Aberlady 
Primary School was buzzing with activity each 
day and I am sure that our enthusiastic pupils 
will have carried away the important 
messages shared so willingly by the amazing 
team of experts over the week! 
I know she doesn’t want to be singled out but I 
would like to make special mention of our 
Principal Teacher, Miss Howat. Without her 
very supportive guidance of the Health 
Committee and her meticulous attention to 
detail in the planning, our week of healthy 
events would not have been the success it 
was. Thank you so much, Miss Howat! 
 

PTA – Beetle Drive 
Aberlady Primary, in conjunction with the PTA, 
is hosting a Beetle Drive in the school hall this 
Friday (22nd May) between 6.30pm and 8pm. 
(Don’t worry if you haven’t been to a Beetle 
Drive in years/ever, the rules will be explained 
on the night – and there are some good prizes 
for our winners as well as some light 
refreshments at half-time!) If you’d like to 
reserve a place, please complete the tear-off 
slip that was sent home in schoolbags last 
week. The school hall has limited seating 
capacity for such an occasion and places will 
be allocated to families/individuals on a first 
come:first served basis.  

 
Attendance at the Beetle Drive is free but 
those attending will be invited to consider 
making a “ticket cost” donation to our Mary’s 
Meals (Malawi) challenge. Looking forward to 
seeing you on this fun occasion! 
 

Sports Day – June 2nd 
As you will be aware, weather permitting, our 
School Sports Day will be held on Tuesday 2nd 
June. (Our reserve day is Wed 3rd June.) All 
children are asked to wear white t-shirts on 
the day; we have bibs in house colours and, 
for most races, our younger competitors will 
be wearing these. The PTA have organised 
the hospitality - there will be a baking stall 
(PTA members are happy to have donations 
for this stall handed in on the day) and a 
barbecue is being kindly provided by the 
Bothy Farm Shop. (Boar burgers will cost 
£2.20 and boar sausages on a roll will cost 
£2.) 
Just in case we have very hot weather it 
would be helpful if all children could bring a 
hat to wear and a t-shirt with capped sleeves 
to cover shoulders. Please send sun cream 
with your child so that they can apply some 
before coming out to the field. ELC will be 
providing oranges for the children. All pupils 
must stay in their class seats during sports 
and will be dismissed from their classroom at 
the end of the day to join parents / adults for 
the barbecue. Parents must not take children 
out of their class during the course of the 
afternoon. 
Please note for safety that younger children 
must be supervised at all times.   
 

P7 Transition to High School 
Our Primary 7 pupils began their transition to 
High School as they set off today for the 
cluster camp to Benmore - 18th – 22nd May. 
This provides an excellent opportunity to meet 
pupils from Gullane, Athelstaneford and 



Dirleton. We trust that everyone will have a 
really great time and come back with lots of 
interesting stories and good photographs as 
well as some new friendships, a sense of 
personal achievement and lasting memories. 
We suspect that they will also come back with 
a lot of dirty washing! 
Mr Grieve, Head Teacher of Athelstaneford 
Primary, is the designated Camp Leader. 
Primary 7 pupils from Aberlady Primary will be 
accompanied by Mrs Mackay throughout the 
week. We wish them well! 
 

A Primary 7 Activity Day for pupils has been 
organised for Wednesday 17th June, followed 
by two transition days on Thursday 18th and 
Friday 19th June. We are advised that a 
Transition Parents’ Evening will be held at 
North Berwick High School on Thursday 18th 
June (time is yet to be confirmed). More 
details on all of this to follow from NBHS. 
 

Transition Morning 
Transition morning at Aberlady Primary will 
take place on Thursday June 18th when P7s 
are at the High School. New Primary 1 
parents/carers are warmly invited to a meeting 
with me at 9am in the school hall when the 
routines of P1 will be shared and an 
opportunity given for questions and answers. 
The Primary One Booklet will be handed out 
at that meeting. If any prospective P1 
parent/carer is unable to attend the meeting, a 
copy of the agenda, points raised and the P1 
Booklet will be sent home. 
All new P1 children will be allocated a buddy 
in P7 to assist them during the session. The 
nursery pupils will have opportunity to get to 
know their buddies before the end of this term. 
Our prospective P1 pupils will have the 
chance to spend a short time in their new 
classroom on that morning and, indeed, all our 
pupils will be able to “move on”. 
Where possible, we will aim to have key staff 
in attendance on Transition morning to meet 
their new classes – see additional information 
below. 
 

Staffing Details/Classes for next session 
Information on class organisation for next 
session and all related staff allocations will be 
available on Wednesday 18th June and will 
come out as a letter to accompany the School 
Reports. As you will understand, the 
recruitment of our new Principal Teacher will 
impact on next session’s arrangements; the 
interview for Miss Howat’s successor will take 
place on Tuesday 23rd June. Additionally, East 

Lothian may not be in a position to advise us 
of next year’s probationer at the point of 
sending out the class allocations so I would 
ask that you bear with us on this. 
 

P6 & P7 Summer Performance 
This will take place on the evening of 
Wednesday 24th June in Aberlady Community 
Hall. Further details will be available shortly by 
letter and we will be seeking information from 
you re ticket requests at that time. Meanwhile, 
pupils are busily learning songs from “The 
Keymaster” and painting backdrops. 
If there’s anyone out there with old white 
double bedsheets that can be given away for 
scenery backdrops, please contact the School 
Office! Many thanks. 
 

Next Meeting of Parent Council 
This will take place on Tuesday 2nd June in 
the GP Room from 7pm. Please note that all 
members of the Parent Forum are most 
welcome at Parent Council meetings. If there 
is any matter you would like to have raised at 
the meeting or which you would like to bring to 
the attention of members, please contact any 
Parent Council member. Contact details are 
on our school noticeboards. 
 

Imaginate Festival  
Many of our classes will be attending theatre 
productions at various locations across East 
Lothian/Edinburgh city at the end of this 
month as part of the Imaginate Festival. We 
are particularly grateful to our Parent Council 
(and Mrs Roisin Smith, in particular) for 
bringing this opportunity to our attention. The 
festival offers subsidised tickets and travel 
costs and this makes it particularly appealing 
for schools at a distance from some of the 
cultural hot spots! If we manage to get our 
bookings in as early next year, we hope to 
repeat this exciting opportunity. 
 

PTA presents “Dragons’ Den” 
I am delighted that our PTA are able to host a 
“Dragons’ Den” in the School Hall in the 
afternoon of Tuesday 26th May. As you will be 
aware from an earlier Newsletter, our PTA 
held £1000 back from their very generous 
donations to Aberlady Primary so that the 
pupils might have the chance to bid for their 
own projects and priorities. Ideas for these 
have come in over the past few weeks and we 
have seven bids (with courageous bidders) 
ready to pitch their proposals to four trusty 
dragons that afternoon. Good luck to all 
concerned! 



The successful bids will be announced at 
Assembly later that week. 
 

East Lothian Schools’ Athletic Association 
As some of you will be aware, the annual 
athletics meeting at Meadowbank for selected 
pupils from P6 and P7 will be held in the 
afternoon of Wednesday 27th May. Mrs 
Paterson is in the process of teaching the 
pupils the various athletic skills and picking 
the team(s). This is particularly exciting, as 
Aberlady won this event last year. The 
winners’ shield has had pride of place on our 
trophy shelf; our competitors must return it to 
Meadowbank on 27th. Whilst not wishing to 
tempt fate, we can hold the quiet hope that it 
returns to school once again when  ……….! 
Further details about the Meadowbank 
athletics meeting will be communicated to P6 
& P7 families, in due course. 
 

Swine Flu – accessing information for 
Parents/Carers 
Recent and topical guidance (relating to 
Swine Flu) has been posted on the 
Parentzone website. It focuses on implications 
of the current outbreak for school closures 
and (for example) potential effects on SQA 
exams. The advice also has links to the NHS 
website and the leaflet that is being sent out 
by the government. You will find the 
information by logging on the weblink 
http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/parentzone/index.
asp 
 

Celebrations of Achievements and Thanks 
Congratulations go to Kieran and Aidan 
Young (P6 and P4) who achieved Ecole du 
Ski Francais Ski-ing Awards on their recent 
holiday in Belle Plagne, France.  Kieran 
gained his three star award and Aidan, two 
stars.  Well done boys! 
We also congratulate Ross and Emily 
Gordon (P4 and P3) who have both recently 
moved up a group in swimming and offer our 
congratulations to Aila Burns (P3) who has 
reached Level 3 of the ASA National Swim 
Awards. 
Very well done to Stuart Smith (P5) on 
reaching his Red Belt Black Tag in Tae Kwon 
Do recently. 
Also, news is just in that Laura Seaton (P6) 
came 1st in Butterfly and 2nd in Breaststroke 
at a local swimming gala. Well done, Laura! 
Our Girls’ Netball team have done us proud by 
winning their match against East Linton 
Primary School recently. The successful 
players who deserve our congratulations are - 

Sarah Stirling, Amy Graham, Hannah 
Sneddon, Rachael Adam, Emma Sinclair 
(in P7) and Laura Seaton, Amy Currie, 
Charlotte Doig, Eleanor Dickson-Murray, 
Lauren McIntyre, Ailidh Hamilton and 
Greer Thomson (in P6). These pupils have 
also enjoyed participating in the very recent 
East Lothian tournament and an outcome of 
this has been the promise of another match – 
this time with Saltoun Primary – before the 
summer holidays. Good luck, everyone! 
A big (and rather belated) thank you must go 
to Jack Hughes, Daisy Chambers, 
Charlotte Doig, Cameron Alexander, 
Samuel Mason, Ewan Jardine, Greer 
Thomson, Rosie Isaac, Eleanor Dickson-
Murray (in P6) and Davy Chalmers, 
Stephanie Wilkie and Iona Sayer (in P5) 
who represented the school at the annual 
Scottish Country Dance Festival at the end of 
March. You were great ambassadors for 
Aberlady Primary! 
We were delighted to receive Young Letter 
Writer Certificates for all the pupils in P3/4 
for taking part in this year’s competition where 
they had to write about their favourite fictional 
character. Well done everyone! 
Aberlady’s Under-9s Football team recently 
beat Musselburgh 18 – 3. This was a new 
goal scoring record for the team! They are 
now top of the league and deserve all our 
congratulations for their great achievement! 
The team also participated in a tournament at 
Longniddry on Saturday 16th May where they 
won first place.  They played 6 matches, won 
5 and drew 1, an excellent achievement. 
We are also delighted to advise that pupils 
from our Chess Club have been working hard 
on their games’ skills and eleven of our pupils 
were selected to enter the British Land Chess 
Challenge 2009 on 10th May 2009.  Well done 
to all - Joe Sampey, Ewan Thomson, Ewan 
Jardine, Jonathan Butler, Jack Hughes, 
Eleanor Dickson-Murray, Cameron 
Alexander, Kieran Young, Rosie Isaac and 
Lauren McIntyre (all in P6). Emma Sinclair 
(P7) couldn’t make the event, unfortunately. 
Our reporter advises that all those who did 
attend, played very well on the day. 
All pupils in Primary 7 deserve a special 
mention for their strong ambassadorial role on 
the recent hill-walking expedition. The 
accompanying adults were most impressed by 
our pupils’ positive and mutually supportive 
attitudes throughout the day. The same 
attitudes were on display recently at the small 
schools Rugby Festival. Well done, P7! 



Congratulations to Mr and Mrs Langlands on 
becoming proud parents. Finlay Langlands is 
doing very well! 
Well done to Miss Howat on her very 
successful completion of the Edinburgh 10k 
run. That good preparation for the all-
important wedding dress fitting has inspired 
Miss Howat to keep running! She is now 
planning determinedly to take part in the 5k 
“Race for Life” in June – and for a very good 
cause. We wish her well! 
 

News from our Nursery 
The morning nursery will be going to the 
National Gallery on 19th May. The children will 
be looking at some paintings and will then 
take part in a workshop. 
We heard last week that the Care 
Commission will be making an unannounced 
inspection visit to the nursery later this term. 
This is an annual (or biennial) event in the life 
of any Early Years provider and will give us 
the chance to share with the inspector our 
good provision and practice.  Parents of 
Nursery pupils will hear more about this 
shortly. 
 

A sense of school identity 
Visitors to Aberlady Primary will have noticed 
our new doormat in the school entrance and 
you should know that we are looking forward 
to taking receipt of our new flag in good time 
for Sports Day! 
All our pupils have had the chance at a recent 
assembly to see the stained glass panels 
(commissioned at the time of the school’s 75th 
anniversary and recently delivered to school 
by the artist – Fiona Crombie of Seashore 
Gallery, Cockenzie). Particular thanks are due 
to Lynne Mason for her oversight of this 
commissioned project and to Robert Mason, 
in anticipation of his installation of the panels 
in the front entrance. 
All of these elements contribute to the sense 
of identity we have in both our school badge 
and in our school community where, as one of 
our Primary One pupils put it, “that wise owl 
looks after us all!” 
 

Next visit from Mr David Scott (QIO) 
Mr Scott’s Evaluation visit will take place on 
the morning of Wed 10th June. He will be 
interested in our self-evaluation of the 
following Quality Indicators (from “How Good 
is Our School 3”): 
4.1 Success in working with and engaging with the 
local community 
4.2 Success in working with and engaging with the 
wider community 

9.2  Leadership and direction 
9.3 Developing people and partnerships 

I shall advise on the detail of his visit in due 
course but I would like to think that he might 
have the chance, as on previous visits, to 
meet with parents, carers and some of our 
community friends as well as staff and pupils. 
 

Reminder to all parents/carers 
I must respectfully ask everyone who has 
cause to visit the school before, during or after 
the school day to do so via the main entrance 
at the front of the building close to the janitor’s 
room. Your attention to this is much 
appreciated. Thank you, in anticipation! 
 

Rag Bag Recycling Scheme 
(Important message from the Eco Committee) 

Some of the eagle-eyed among you may have 
noticed the Rag Bag Recycling Bank that has 
appeared at the side of the school. This has 
been organised by the Eco Committee to add 
to the number of items that we can encourage 
our pupils and parents to recycle. The textiles 
that we collect not only help ‘Reuse, Reduce 
and Recycle’, but the school also benefits 
from a cash payment from Rag Bag according 
to the amount of textiles we collect. 
The textiles that are collected are sorted by 
Rag Bag into about 40 different types, graded 
according to quality and then baled at the 
factory in Denny, Central Scotland, for reuse 
or recycling.  Good quality textiles are 
exported to parts of Africa, Asia and Eastern 
Europe, providing good quality affordable 
second hand clothing.  Poor quality textiles 
are shredded and used as mattress fillers and 
industrial wiping cloths e.g. for oil and printing 
industries. 
So what can we recycle? 
Rag Bag collects all types of unwanted textiles 
including adults’ and children’s clothes, paired 
shoes, hats, bags, belts, curtains, towels and 
bed linen.  It is important that you remember 
to pair shoes by tying the laces together, or by 
securing with an elastic band.  We can recycle 
all qualities of textiles, even ripped or with 
buttons missing! 
So whenever you are clearing out the 
cupboards, please think of sending any textile 
waste you have to school, rather than 
dropping it in your wheelie bin. Thank you 
 

AFTER SCHOOL CLUB: SUMMER 
HOLIDAY CLUB - IMPORTANT NEWS 
 Following successful provision of holiday 
care during the Easter break, the After School 
Club is looking to provide similar care here in 
the school during the summer holidays, if 



there is sufficient demand for them to do so. 
The summer club would offer the same level 
of high quality regulated childcare as that 
provided by the After School Club during term 
time, possibly running jointly with other clubs 
in the North Berwick area - in which 
case locations would also be shared. 
  

You do not need to be a regular user of the 
After School Club to register your children for 
the summer club. The aim would be to provide 
sessions for all Aberlady Primary School 
children who need it - or who want to spend a 
day or so with their friends in some supervised 
sessions during the long break. The cost of 
£20 per day booked covers childcare from 
8.30 - 5.30, regular activities and snack for 
morning and afternoon. Charges are per 
booking and are payable in advance. 
  

In order to decide whether there are sufficient 
numbers to cover costs, and therefore 
whether the club can open here, the 
organisers need to know what bookings would 
be made for each of the holiday weeks by 
Friday 29th May. That will allow three weeks 
to confirm bookings and staff cover or, if there 
is insufficient demand, to make alternative 
arrangements for those families who need 
them. 
  

If you want to register any preferred bookings 
please contact Aileen Kay, Senior Playgroup 
Leader (tel 07960 170759), Maureen Verrall, 
Chairman (tel 870900) or Angela Edwards, 
Secretary (tel 870778) as soon as possible for 
a booking form to be returned to them by 29th 
May.     
 

PTA Autumn Fair – Early notification 
PTA advise that the date for next session’s 
autumn fair is Sat 26th Sept. Details will follow 
in the June Newsletter. 
 

Clubs for session 09/10 
Special thanks to all those parents who have 
given their help with clubs and school 
activities already this session. Our provision 
for Aberlady Primary pupils is greatly 
enhanced by that support. 
We are interested in increasing our offering of 
after school clubs for pupils next session. If 
any parent/carer has a particular skill and 
would like to come in to school on a weekly 
basis to work with pupils e.g. in support of 
knitting, crochet, crafts, cookery – please do 
get in touch informally with the School Office 
for a no-obligation chat. We shall be following 

up any enquiries with a reply form to formalise 
the arrangement for next session. 
Please note that, from next session, all 
parents/carers who are able to offer particular 
clubs (and whose offerings are likely to be 
taken up) will be subject to a Disclosure 
Scotland check before the relevant club can 
run. 
 

Dates for the diary 
18

th
 – 22

nd
 May P7 Camp at Benmore 

Mon 18
th

  3.30 – 4.30 Gardening Club 
Tues 19

th
 am Nursery Trip to National Gallery 

P4 Swimming at North Berwick 
Thurs 21

st
 3.30pm Netball Club 

Fri 22
nd

  12.30pm Athletics Club 
  2.00pm Gala Rehearsal 
  6.30pm Beetle Drive in school 
Mon 25

th
  3.30pm Gardening Club 

  3.30pm Meadowbank Practice 
  3.30pm Marvellous Monday 
Tues 26

th
 P4 Swimming at North Berwick 

  1.20pm Dragon’s Den Interviews 
Wed 27

th
 pm Meadowbank Athletics  

Wed 28
th
 No hot school lunches available today 
        am P3/4 & P4/5 visit to Imaginate Festival 

Thurs 29
th

  Netball Club 
Fri 29

th
  P6 visit to Imaginate Festival 

2.00pm Gala Rehearsal 
Mon 1

st
 June P1/2 & P2/3 visit to Imaginate Festival 

Tues 2
nd

  P4 Swimming at North Berwick 
  pm Sports Day 
  7.00pm Parent Council Meeting 
Wed 3

rd
   pm Reserve Sports day 

Thurs 4
th
 P1/2 & P2/3 Story making Workshop 

in school 
Fri 5

th
   2.00pm Gala Rehearsal 

Saturday 6
th
 Aberlady Gala 

Mon 8
th

  Additional In-Service Day 
Tues 9

th
  Pupils resume 

  P4 Swimming  

 
And finally, as I said at the outset, those 
parents and carers who are able to provide us 
with an up-to-date email address will - in 
future - receive an email alert to advise of 
when an edition of the newsletter is going live. 
The request form for this (which will be sent 
out from the School Office in the next week or 
so) will also give opportunity for those (without 
access to email/internet) to request that they 
continue to receive a paper copy.  
Your help – and patience - with this exercise 
is much appreciated by the whole school and 
most particularly by our Eco Committee! 
 
Patsy Curran 
Head Teacher 


