
                             
 

 
 
 

 
Welcome to the final edition of our school newsletter for this session. We have dispensed with the 
two column format for our newsletter, as an across-the page structure is much easier to read online. 
Thanks to those parents who fed that information back to us. 

 
End of Year Reports 
I should like to begin this newsletter by taking time to comment on the quality of the pupil reports. As 
you would expect, I have read all of these and I am very impressed by both the detail that class 
teachers have been able to convey and also the confirmation that they know all of their pupils so 
well. I must commend the industry and keen perception of all the teaching staff in this regard and 
would also wish to thank the support staff for compiling the final format of the report. 
It is so pleasing to read about hard-working, well-motivated and enthusiastic pupils! I am sure that 
you will agree with me on that, too! 
 
Student Placement – Miss A O’Rourke 
We have enjoyed having Miss O’Rourke attached to Primary 6 for her final placement this term. 
Thanks to the pupils and staff who made her feel so welcome. We wish her well as she moves into 
her probationary year.  
 
P6 & P7 Summer Performance 
A very lively and entertaining performance of “The Keymaster” will take place on the evening of 
Wednesday 24th June in Aberlady Community Hall at 6pm. Tickets (£2 for adults & £1 for children) 
are available from School Office.  
The pupils have taken full responsibility for this – in terms of costumes, scenery, promotion, ticket 
design etc – and special thanks are due to them (and their teachers) for the way in which this has 
been so well orchestrated. 
Thanks, too, to PTA members for their willingness to offer tea, coffee, juice and biscuits after the 
event – to allow those who wish to do so the chance to mingle and chat at the end of term. 
Hospitality will be charged on the night on a pay-as-you-go basis. 
 
Uniform Recycling (PTA initiative) 
The PTA’s uniform recycling has proved extremely popular with parents and has raised money for 
the school. Before the end of term, the PTA is keen to collect any unwanted uniforms you may have: 
sweatshirts, polo shirts, fleeces, summer dresses, trousers, skirts; rainbows’, brownies’, dance and 
PE kits including gym shoes – all very well received. 
In particular, if you are a parent of a P7 pupil who will be heading to High School in the Autumn, the 
PTA is particularly keen to hear from you should you be considering making a donation of any 
surplus/redundant uniform items. Clean, laundered items can be handed to Louise Lissaman in the 
playground or left at the School Office for collection. Many thanks. 
 



East Lothian Schools’ Athletic Association 
As you know, the annual athletics meeting for P6 and P7 competitors took place at Meadowbank on 
27th May. This year, our P6/7 team came a very close second to Yester Primary. 
Our warmest congratulations go to everyone who attended. Mrs Mackay and Mrs Jarron advise that 
the supporters were just amazing in encouraging the athletes to give their very best performances. 
All that support, all the efforts of the team (and the determined, enthusiastic and much-appreciated 
coaching of our PE Specialist, the wonderful Mrs Paterson) gave Aberlady Primary School a very 
creditable result. Well done, everyone! 
Special thanks to the following people who won medals, McMillan Jerome (P7) – 1st in the 150m 
and 600m boys’ races and to Daniel Hay (P6), Sarah Stirling (P7), Katie Allan (P7) and Mac 
Jerome (P7) for coming 1st in the 4 x 100 Mixed team relay. 
 

Staff News 
As session 08/09 draws to a close, I must take this opportunity to recognise the significant 
contribution of our departing probationer.  Mr Langlands has been a welcome addition to our staff, 
particularly after his time with us as a final placement student and we wish him continued good 
health as he goes on to complete his probationary period. The children have now met Finlay 
Langlands (who came into this world at the start of this term) and both they, and we, wish the family 
well. 
 

Our Music Specialist, Miss Beth Thomson, will be getting married this summer and, when she 
returns to us, her name will be Mrs Broadley. We wish her a very sunny day and memory-filled day 
on 11th July. We hope she’ll share some of her photos with us next session! 
 

At the time of writing, recruitment for our new Principal Teacher is underway (interviews are on 23rd 
June).  As I have said in earlier correspondence, if it is possible to let parents know the outcome of 
this appointment before the end of session, I shall certainly do so.  I want to take this opportunity to 
make mention of Miss Howat’s incredible contribution to Aberlady Primary during her time with us.  
She has been an outstanding Principal Teacher and a valued colleague. Miss Howat is a very 
committed and enthusiastic teacher. The pupils of our current Primary 6 have been very fortunate to 
have her during the latter part of P5 and throughout this school year. All the classes she has worked 
with have appreciated her lively and engaging style; they all have fond memories of their times with 
Miss Howat. I know I speak for all staff when I describe our Principal Teacher as someone who does 
all that she sets her mind to; Miss Howat’s word is her bond. The development of the Aberlady 
Primary blog, the creation of our Web Club, the success and enjoyment of the recent Health Week 
and the establishing and encouraging of our Netball Team all have Miss Howat’s name attached – 
and there are many more such examples of a very professionally-driven and motivated individual. 
As a school, we are the richer for having had Sheila Howat in our midst and, speaking personally, I 
shall miss the quality of her contribution to the management team at this school. We wish her well in 
her new appointment.  Wallacestone Primary is indeed very fortunate.  
 

Leavers 
At the end of this term, we say goodbye to Tommy (P7) and Rory Smail (P2), as they head to 
California and we wish the whole family well on this new life chapter. Simon May (P6) is relocating 
to England and he, along with Eleanor Dickson-Murray (P6) and Hannah Sneddon (P7) will all be 
heading to new schools after the holidays. We send them on their way with our very best wishes. 
 

And to all our Primary 7 pupils, who have made such a significant contribution to Aberlady Primary 
during their seven years with us, we say “May the next part of your educational journey be both 
exciting and rewarding. May it bring you the successes and sense of achievement that you deserve 
to experience. Come back and see us from time to time. We shall always be interested in your 
progress!” 
 

Gala Week 
We would all like to take a moment to congratulate the Gala Committee on a very successful 
programme this year. Our Gala Queen, Sarah Stirling and her Consort, Tommy Smail, looked 
amazing on Gala Day. Both spoke so well and executed their duties very professionally. They were 
ably supported by members of the Royal Court and everyone in P7 and P1 looked so smart as they 



carried out their official duties. Well done to all who took part! The photos in the local press really 
captured the sense of occasion on the day. 
 
Celebrations of Achievements 
Our congratulations in the past weeks must go to the following pupils and groups who have 
distinguished themselves in a variety of ways: 
 
Congratulations to Angus Dickson-Murray (P4), Isabella Williams (P4), Georgia Rafferty (P1), 
Josie O’Malley ((P1), Bella Bradley (P1), Olivia Smith (P1) and Elizabeth Austin (P1) who have 
all recently passed Ballet exams. 
 
Aberlady Under 9 Football Team are also to be congratulated for drawing 4-4 against Longniddry 
in the final of a recent competition. 
 
Well done to Tilly Scovell (P1) who has recently passed a swimming test, to Cameron Graham 
(P2) and Amy Mitchell (P2) who are now able to swim in the deep end and to Emma Niven (P1) 
who can now dive into the pool.  Olivia Sinclair (P2) has also just passed level 5 swimming.  Well 
done, Olivia! 
 
Congratulations must go to Ben Stirling (P6) who has just won his first 18-hole golf competition and 
got his handicap reduced to 22!  A great achievement, Ben! 
 
Well done, also, to Ryan Armstrong (P6) who last month performed his pageboy duties at his 
sister’s wedding very well - leading the procession confidently. 
 
Congratulations to Lily Chambers (P2) and Poppy Chambers (Nursery) who recently performed in 
their ballet show doing Scottish, Jazz and Ballet dances at the Brunton Theatre. 
 
We say “Very well done” to Emma Sinclair (P7) who recently passed her Grade 1 Flute exam with 
distinction.  Congratulations, Emma! 
 
Congratulations to Drew Dickson-Murray (P2) who recently achieved a skiing award and to Emma 
Niven (P1) who won 1st prize in the “Handy Pony” competition. 
 
We are delighted to advise you that Ben Kauffman (P1) sent a photograph of his house decorated 
for Gala week to the makers of the “Little Big Planet” playstation game.  They loved it so much, they 
put a blog post about it on their website.  Check it out on 
www.mediamolecule.com/2009/06/11/ben%E2%80%99s-littlebighouse/  
 
We also send our congratulations to the Jardine Family – Ewan Jardine (P6) and Alec Jardine 
(P1) and mum and dad - who have been chosen to appear in the Homecoming Scotland billboard 
advertisements.  Watch out for them around the county! 
 
Congratulations to Rhona Craig (P2), Imogen Mason (P2), Beca Scott (P2), Kathryn Shott (P2), 
Mari Scott (P3) and Maddie McClure-Rothero (P3), who took part in their Highland Dancing Show 
at the Pleasance Theatre, Edinburgh at the weekend, and to Tommy Chalmers (P1), Alek Jardine 
(P1) and Cameron Reid (P1) who played in a football tournament on Saturday 20th June also. 
 

Recent visit of Mr David Scott, QIO 
Our Quality Improvement Officer visited school recently to look at our self evaluation processes and 
to consider our view of ourselves and our evidence in relation to three Quality Indicators (QI) within 
the document “How Good is Our School?” In relation to QI 9.3 (which has to do with Leadership in 
Developing People & Partnerships), it was his assertion that we continue to be Grade 5 (VERY 
GOOD) in this regard which is a testimony to all the strong collaboration, collegiality, networking and 
support systems that the whole school family fosters and develops here at Aberlady Primary.  
 

We can all be justifiably proud of this outcome. 
 



 

Increase in School Meal Cost 
As of 19th August, a school meal will increase to £1.70 per day.   
 
Whole school Parents’ Evening 
Early in the new session – on Tuesday 25th August – I should like to welcome you to a start-of-year 
Parents’ Evening when there will be an opportunity to hear about the School’s priorities for 2009/10.  
My meeting will start at 7pm on that date and will take place in the School Hall. Immediately after 
this parent meeting, which I hope you will find informative at the start of a new session, Parent 
Council will be holding their AGM and as many parents as feel able to stay on for this will be 
encouraged to do so. Further details are available early next term. 
 
First PTA Meeting of the new school session 09/10 
The PTA will meet at 7.45pm on Wednesday 26th August at the Kilspindie. 
 
School Session dates for 2009/10 
The revised session dates for 2009/10 – with the additional in-service day for staff development 
activities in relation to Curriculum for Excellence – are featured at the end of this newsletter. 
 

New Committees for Session 09/10 
Today (Monday 22nd June) all those pupils who have served in some capacity on one or more of our 
school committees have been thanked for their efforts and they have passed their responsibilities to 
newly elected members. This series of handover meetings means that, from the very start of next 
session, we should be in a position to address the issues, concerns and priorities of the Health 
Committee, the Eco Committee, the Charity Committee and Pupil Council. As I said to Mr Don 
Ledingham, Acting Executive Director of Education, when he popped in to see me today (to reflect 
on my first full school year in post) I feel rightly proud that our Aberlady pupils have very strong and 
effective advocacy through these committees. They manage that voice sensitively and with good 
heart. Membership details of all our committees will be published in the first newsletter of next 
session. Please note that we shall be looking for new/continued parent representation on some/all of 
these committees; if you have a particular interest, do please get in touch. 
 

And finally, some dates for the diary…… 
 
Monday 22nd  Gullane PS boiler shut down – only packed lunches served today 
   3.30pm Marvellous Monday (final session) 
Tuesday 23rd  1.30pm Final Rehearsal/Performance of The Keymaster in Community Hall 
Wednesday 24th 6.00pm P6 and P7 End of Term Show: The Keymaster in Community Hall 
Thursday 25th  10.00am – 12.30pm Nursery outing to Yellowcraigs 
   P7 end of school trip to Dunbar. 
   Aberlady PS boiler shut down – only packed lunches served today. 
Friday 26th  School closes at 12 noon for all pupils. 
Monday 17th August Staff In-Service Day 
Tuesday 18th  Staff In-Service Day 
Wednesday 19th Pupils return (Nursery – P7) 
 
After such a busy, enjoyable and successful school year, all that remains is for me to wish everyone 
in the school family a very restful, enjoyable and sunny summer break.  
 

And to everyone who continues with the Aberlady Primary School chapter, I look forward to 
welcoming you back on 19th August (although teachers will be back in school from 17th). 
 
Patsy Curran 
Head Teacher 
22nd June 2009 
 
 
 
 



 

EAST LOTHIAN COUNCIL 
Department of Education & Children’s Services 

SCHOOL SESSION DATES – 2009/2010 
 

Staff  Pupils  
 TERM 1 

 
  

Staff Resume Monday 17 August 2009  (In-service Day 1) 
 Tuesday 18 August 2009  (In-service Day 2) 
 Wednesday 19 August 2009 Pupils Resume (Start of Term 1) 
Staff Break Friday 18 September 2009 Pupils Break  
Autumn Holiday Monday 21 September 2009    
Staff Resume Tuesday 22 September 2009 Pupils Resume  
Staff Break Friday 16 October 2009 Pupils Break  
Staff Resume Monday 26 October 2009  (In-service Day 3) 
  Tuesday 27 October 2009 Pupils Resume  
Staff Break 
 
= 86 days 

Tuesday 22 December 2009 Pupils Break 
 
= 83  days 

(End of Term 1) 

 TERM 2 
 

  

Staff Resume Tuesday 5 January 2010  (In-Service Day 
4) 

Pupils Resume Wednesday 6 January 2010   
Staff Break Friday 12 February 2010 Pupils Break  
Staff Resume Monday 22 February 2010  Extra in-service 

day (Curriculum 
for Excellence) 

 Tuesday 23 February Pupils Resume  
Staff Break 
 
= 58 days 

Thursday 1 April 2010 Pupils Break 
 
= 57 days 

(End of Term 2) 

 
Good Friday  
Easter Monday 

 
Friday 2 April 2010 
Monday 5 April 2010 
 

  

 TERM 3 
 

  

Staff Resume Tuesday 20 April 2010 Pupils Resume  
May Day 
Holiday 

Monday 3 May 2010 May Day 
Holiday 

 

Staff Resume Tuesday 4 May 2010 Pupils Resume  
Victoria Day Monday 17 May 2010 Victoria Day  
Staff Resume Tuesday 18 May 2010  (In-service Day 5) 
 Wednesday 19 May 2010 Pupils Resume  
Staff Break 
 
= 51 days 
 
Total – 195 
days 

Thursday 1 July 2010 Pupils Break 
 
= 50 days 
 

Total – 190 
days 

(End of Term 3) 

 
 


