
 
“We Learn to Be Wise” 

It wis a braw week.  All 

oor bairns took part in 

Scots language learn-

ing.  The highlight for 

most pupils and staff 

was Hopscotch theatre 

for P4-7 pupils.  The 

production was a 2 per-

son  whistle stop tour of 

the works of Rabbie 

Burns.  We enjoyed 4 

versions of a Scottish 

Gruffalo including hear-

ing it from a Shetlander 

who came to visit.    I 

was hugely impressed 

with how well our pu-

pils learned Scots po-

ems and songs, thanks 

to you for supporting 

your child in this.  A spe-

cial mention to a group 

of P7 boys who recited 

from memory ‘To a 

Haggis’, their recital 

was full of passion and 

expression and moved a 

few staff to tears!  Oth-

er P7 pupils also recited 

‘Tae a Bucket’ and with 

their ‘oor wullie claes 

and hair-

styles’ not 

only looked 

the part but 

recited with 

gusto!  After-

wards P7 the 

enjoyed 

eating their 

haggis.  The purpose of 

the week was to explore 

our culture and learn 

about the Scots lan-

guage, this was accom-

plished.  We raised 

around £60 for Shelter 

through the Tattie Bo-

gle Competition, the 

Scottish entries were 

stunning.  

Parental Involvement 

 

New Beginnings 5th 
Jan:  

Wisdom Motto: How 

we become wise 

12th 
Jan 

Wisdom Motto: Who 

can inspire is in wis-

19th 
Jan 

Scots Language 26th 
Jan 

Rev Brian Hilsley will 

be our guest 

23rd 
Feb 

Outdoor Learning 1st 
Mar  

Risk Benefits 8th 
Mar 

Whole School 

Assemblies 

Scots Language Week 

Aberlady Primary School 

Newsletter 

Headteacher: Mrs Pam Currie 

There are various ways that you can further partner with us to support the life and flow of Aberlady Primary School: 

 The Parent Teacher Association (PTA), would be delighted to hear from you if can help at 1 event or 2, perhaps even consider 
joining the committee. 

 Library Update: we are needing to re-organise our non-fiction collection, you may have a couple of hours to spare a week for this 
on-going job. 

 Parent Council, as parent in the school you are part of the forum, you may want to get more involved by attending meetings and 
making decisions about the direction of the school. 

 Pupil Committees, we are looking for a health committee rep, pupils meet for 30 mins the 1st Tues of every month at 1.30pm. 

 Helping in classrooms with group reading or maths. 

 Joining a  class trip 

 Outdoor Learning Policy Group (thanks to those who have already volunteered, we will be in touch soon) 
 

To learn more about these opportunities please get in touch with Mrs Mair in the office and she will direct you to the  
correct person. 

 

Email: Aberlady.ps@aberlady.elcschool.org.uk 

Website:  www.edubuzz.org/aberlady 



Nursery have been learning about ani-
mals and the habitat of the Arctic 
and Antarctic. The children have suc-
cessfully made an igloo out of milk 
bottles and are presently enjoying play-
ing in it. We would like to thank every-
one who supported the making of the 
igloo by supplying milk bottles. The 
children are learning about Scotland 
through 'Katie Morag' stories. They 
designed new tartan kilts for Katie, fa-
miliarised themselves with Scots vo-
cabulary and used 'Beebots' to give 
directions and take Katie on a tour of 
the Isle of Struay. 

P1/2 are going to be exploring 
"Materials" in their main topic for this 
term and they are looking forward to 
taking part in a Generation Science 
workshop called "Get Fizzy". The chil-
dren will also be continuing to keep in 
touch with their penfriends  in Caen, 
France.  

 

 

P2/3 will be investigating the prop-
erties of different materials and 
finding out where they come from. 
We are looking forward to a ‘Get 
Fizzy’ workshop from Generation 
Science that will help us to 
‘investigate the mysteries of mix-
tures and learn about solids, liq-
uids, gases ‘ 

P4 have started reading a graphic 
novel about John Muir and are hop-
ing to achieve the John Muir 
Award this term. They are already 
planning changes to the outdoor 
area. 

P5 have been down in our wood-
land identifying trees, hunting for 
minibeasts and planning out their 
ideas for improving the area. They 
have been recording everything in 
their personal nature journals and 
are documenting information on 
their own website: http://
www.edubuzz.org/
p5aberladyjohnmuiraward/. 

P6 have been learning about Keith 
Haring, a pop artist and have been 
producing art in this style.  They are 
learning about their body systems 
and have been working hard to cre-
ate a display about the human 
brain. 

P7 are “aspiring to be inspiring” this 
term, discussing inspirational quali-
ties, who in the world inspires us 
and why.  They will also be learning 
about the history of music and art 
from 15th century to present day. 

INCAS- These are  tests  routinely 
done in school across East Lothian.  
P3, P5 and P7 take part in them 
throughout the year.  If you wish 
further details please get in touch. 

 

What’s happening in school 

PTA Fundraising Success (Again!) 
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PTA have just ran a very successful Burns Supper.  After all 
the planning, potato peeling, hall set up, serving, dancing, 
drinking and clearing away, £1500 was raised. Tis is split 

between the school and Malawi NBHS trip. The 
hard work the PTA and support from you the par-
ent body by attending the event we hope to pur-
chase notebooks to increase our school comple-
ment.  This makes a difference to our teaching 
and of course the pupils.  Thanks to all. 

NEXT PTA MEETING: 16th March at 12pm 

Thriving Thursdays 

Due to PE now being on a Thursday we are changing Thriving  
Thursdays to Thriving Mondays. This term we are having an outdoor 
focus, it was agreed at pupil council that pupils can dress down on 
these dates so are ready to be outdoors for most of the morning, 

despite the weather.   
The next 3 dates are: Monday 29th Feb, 14th & 21st March 

Buying a holiday online?  

Remember …...Easyfundraising 

You can fundraise for the school via the 
PTA every time you shop on-line at abso-

lutely no cost to you. There are over 2,000 
retailers (including Amazon, Tesco Direct 
and eBay plus some you wouldn’t expect) 
Buying through easyfundraising can raise 

substantial amounts of money for the 
school. shop.easyfundraising.org.uk/

causes/aberladypta. 

Double Yellow Lines  

You will have noticed the recently painted 
yellow lines.  Can we please encourage you to 
observe them; they are there for pupil safety.  
This a subject our pupils feel strongly about 
and the JRSO’s  recently wrote to the parent 
council to ask for their support in encourag-

ing adults to follow the rules. 

http://www.edubuzz.org/p5aberladyjohnmuiraward/
http://www.edubuzz.org/p5aberladyjohnmuiraward/
http://www.edubuzz.org/p5aberladyjohnmuiraward/


Congratulations to Lauren Lee (P7) who has won 5 medals and a trophy in her swimming club 
championships. 

**** 

Well done to Madison Gray (P7) who was chosen to dance at this year’s panto at the Brunton 
Theatre.  

**** 

Well done to Jack Agarwala (P7) who was chosen by  John Lewis as one of the winners of their  Advent Competition.  

**** 

Congratulations to Anna Smart (P5) who passed her grade 1 piano exam with distinction before Christmas.  Anna also had 
her photograph of a puffin shortlisted in the Seabird Centre Wildlife Photography Competition. 

**** 

Lauren Lee (P7), Grace (P6) and Lotte Gilhooley (P4), Evie Drysdale (P4) and Amy and Clara Easson (P6) all represented 
Aberlady on 15th November at the East Lothian and Borders Schools Swimming competition.   Lauren did fantastically well, 
winning a Bronze in the 100m freestyle for age 12 and under.  The girls also brought home Silver for the 200m freestyle 
relay. 

**** 

Congratulations to Poppy Chambers (P7) and Eve Sinclair-McNally (P7 who raised £44 for the Poppy Appeal    

**** 

Some of our P4 pupils have been very busy with sports activities.  Congratualtions to Martha Blacklock who has received 
her grade 1 and 2 in gymnastics, and in swimming to Adam Little who recently achieved grade 7.  Well done to you all. 

**** 

Well done to James Ritchie (P7) who was runner up in the Thumble Tumble Budding Illustrator Competition in 2015.  James 
attended the Award Ceremony in Glasgow on 29th January to receive his prize. 

**** 

Congratulations to all our Tattie Bogle entrants.  The standard was very high this year but our winners were Sam Ratcliffe 
(P2) and Olivia Cluness (P4).  You can see pictures of all the entries on our website. 

 

Celebration of Achievements 

Staffing Update 

School Improvement Plan (SIP). 
This  has included further training 
in modern languages, peer visits to 
other schools to look at the out-
door environment.  Training in 
google classrooms and pedal power 
in the nursery. 
 
Students & Volunteers 
We are expecting some new stu-
dents to be with us at various stag-
es over the next couple of weeks. 

Rosie Isaac and Clementine Catta-
nach continue with us in P1. Beth 
Sutherland is volunteering in the 
nursery every Tuesday until the 
Easter break.  P5 will have Ms Zoe 
Winter, a PGDE student from the 
University of Strathclyde until May. 
P6 will also have Mr Ryan Annett, a 
PGDE student from Edinburgh Uni-
versity with them after Easter for 6 
weeks. 

Staffing News 

Miss Hollie Salmon was our success-
ful candidate for Primary 6 and  
is settling well into her new role.  Ms 
Watson and Ms Seymour will be 
teaching PE on Wednesday and 
Thursday mornings respectively un-
til we have a permanent PE teacher 
in place. 

Staff Training 

Staff have undertaken further  
developments in line with our 
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Aberlady Primary School 

Moor Road 

Aberlady  

EH32 0RQ 

Phone 01875 870 232 

Weblog Club 

Mrs Currie runs this every Thursday 

lunch time for P3,4 & 5 pupils.  We 

still have places, pupils should see 

their class teacher if they want to 

come along.  Thanks to the P7’s who 

give up their lunch time to help the 

club be successful. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jog Club 

The Jog Club meets every Wednes-

day morning before school, a 

healthy, fun, energetic way to start 

your day.  Application forms are 

available from the school. 

Bridge Club 

This club meets every Wednesday 

lunchtime, this club is  ran by a 

community volunteer, Mrs Val Bar-

ry, no betting involved! Open to 

P6&7’s.  Mrs Currie and Miss Dal-

gety have been joining in the action, 

now we are all skilled up the fun 

has begun! 

Do you have an idea for a club? 

We would be delighted to hear from 

you if you felt you had a skill, talent 

or passion that could be shared at a 

lunch time or after school club.  The 

club could run for a short block, term 

or longer.  Any knitters, sewers, 

scrabble or netballers out there? 

 

Free School Clubs 

East Lothian Dragons Basketball The Dragons are looking to recruit players (no experi-ence necessary) for our boys and girls U10 (P3,P4 and P5) and U12 (P6 and P7) teams to build on the success of our established teams who have consistently come in the top 3 of the National Championships. Our U12 Girls sessions are on Mondays (6.30 to 8pm at Ross High, Tranent), Thursdays (5.45pm to 7.15pm at Ross High) and Fridays (1 to 2.30pm at North Berwick Sports Centre). 
Our U12 Boys sessions are on Wednesdays (6 – 8pm at Preston Lodge High School, Prestonpans) and Fridays (1 to 2.30pm at North Berwick Sports Centre). Our U10s session is on Saturday at North Berwick Sports Centre from 1.30 to 2.45. 

If you would like more information then please contact MalcolmSievwright 
(malcolm.sievwright@btopenworld.com or 07976 313234  

Headteacher drop in: every 

Thursday 9-10am 

www.edubuzz.org/aberlady/

This updated regularly by staff 

and pupils with great examples 

of pupils learning. 

 

Twitter: follow us @AberladyPrimary  
 
 

mailto:malcolm.sievwright@btopenworld.com
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http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjawrmS9N3KAhVEbxQKHSycApgQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.business2community.com%2Fstrategy%2F10-ways-to-build-an-idea-factory-within-your-organization-0489150&bvm=b


Dates for your Diary 
9th Feb Generation Science workshops for P1-3  

 P5-7 visiting Lennoxlove Book Festival  at Cockenzie Primary School 

12th Feb P6 Songwriting Workshop 

 All break for half term 

22nd Feb IN_SERVICE DAY—school closed to pupils 

23rd Feb P6 Tag Rugby session in school 

24th Feb P7 Enterprise Event at NBHS 

26th Feb P6 Songwriting Workshop 

29th Feb Cluster Rotary Quiz in Aberlady PS  

 Thriving Monday (dress down) 

1st Mar P6 Tag Rugby session in school 

2nd Mar P3 Football Festival at North Berwick Pitches 

3rd Mar World Book Day 

7th and 9th Mar Parent Consultations 

8th Mar P6 Tag Rugby session in school 

 Committees and Song Book Group 

9th Mar P7 Mandela Sunshine Workshop 

 Euroquiz at Haddington Town Hall (P6 team) 

14th Mar Thriving Monday (dress down) 

Parent Council—Play Park Success 

Thanks to the parent council and their interactions with 
East Lothian Council and involvement with the Area 
Partnership Group they have been successful in es-
tablishing new swings at the Pleasance Park.  This 
week new swings were  due to be re-installed in the 
park.  Thanks to the parent council for their perse-
verance and making a difference in Aberlady village. 
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