
 
“We Learn to Be Wise” 

Thank you to all who contributed to our outdoor learning consultation during the  
parent nights. Your views are very helpful and they will shape the way we go  

forward. 
 

The pupil council consulted their classmates  and it has been decided that pupils 
can choose to eat their packed lunches outside unless it has been deemed a 

wet weather break.  This means pupils will need to make sensible choices i.e. “it 
is cold, I still want to eat outside so I’ll wear my coat as I’ll be sitting still.” 

 
Mrs Currie is meeting with the  Outdoor policy group 

after the Easter holidays to look at a progressive approach to our outdoor  
learning.  Thanks to those who have volunteered to do this. 

 
P4&5 John Muir Award & Conservation.  The classes, community, parents and 
John Harrison the countryside ranger have been overhauling the wooded area, 

making a bog, beastie houses, hazel  
fencing, numeracy area, totem pole and a bark path amongst other things.  It has 

been an ambitious project and we are very grateful to John, in particular, for all 
his expertise, dedication and time.  Next week P4&5 will be performing drama/

songs and a sharing their learning outside instead of the traditional musical.  
 

Playpod.  A group of parents and pupils will soon be constructing a Playpod (big 
shed) which we will be filling with tyres and other scrap pieces like cardboard 
tubes, netting etc.  Kelly Clarke, a local play expert, is supporting us with train-
ing and input sessions with our staff & pupils to scaffold more robust, adven-

turous, imaginative play.  You will have received a letter about the resources we 
are looking for.  The Playpod is a work in progress and we are embedding it slowly 

to ensure we get the learning and risk benefit system in place. 

Tyres come to the playground –Views from P2 

 

Led by Rev Hilsley 19th 
April 

Growth Mindset 26th 
April 

Eco-Week Assembly 3rd 
May 

Fairtrade 10th 
May 

International Family 

Day 

17th 
May 

Risky Play 24th 
May 

Whole School Assemblies 
Assemblies may change to a Monday 
or a Friday  to accommodate P4’s 
who will be swimming on a Tuesday . 
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“We have loved the tyres because they are really fun.  You can sit in them and really do whatever you like in 
them”. Kimi 

“You can roll them about”. Aidan 

“You can put little rocks in them.  The rocks turn around and bounce”. Marley 

“They could be dangerous if you go inside. You might bang your head so we don’t go inside them to roll in-
side”. Harrison 

If someone is inside and the tyres are getting stacked it could be dangerous”. Rosie 



Nursery  -  We have just completed lots 
of investigations into transport and 
enjoyed dressing up and playing with 
cars and garages. We have been learn-
ing about the Easter story and are 
planting cress seeds.  Hopefully we will 
get to eat our produce next week.  The 
addition of the marble run has been a 
big hit and we are learning to negoti-
ate, share and turn take. 

P1/2 have been using dance and drama 
to inspire their creative writing.  They 
wrote wonderful stories called ‘The 
Jungle Dance’. 
 

P2/3—We are finding out about en-
dangered animals and are getting  

organised to adopt a dolphin. 
 

P4— We are busy  creating the Wood 
of Wonder, keeping nature journals to 
track our learning journey and discov-
eries, just like John Muir.  We are cre-
ating brochures for the guided tours of 
the woods next week. 

P5—We are immersed in all things 
John Muir, spending lots of time 
outside.  We have achieved our 
John Muir Award. 

P6— We are holding our own par-
liamentary debates and elections 
and are standing for Aberlady 
members of Parliament (AMP’s)  
We are experimenting with google 
docs and google classroom to sup-
port our learning. 

P7– We have a huge math's focus 
on angles, time, mental agility and 
problem solving.  We are creating 
leaflets and through our inspiration-
al project have learned about Anne 
Frank. 

Marvellous Mondays– Check out 
the school blog—every class has 
taken their learning outdoors and 
used their surroundings to experi-
ence and support their learning.  

They have had a 
focus on team skills, 
co-operation and 
maths including 
symmetry, direction 
and number skills. 

 

 

What’s happening in school 
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Freeze Pop Fridays 

Back by popular demand Freeze Pop Fridays 
will return after the Easter break so if your 
child wants to take part, don't forget to re-

mind them to bring along some change.  
Thanks to the PTA who buy, store and sell 

these to raise funds for the school. 

Remember you can use easyfundraiser when 

shopping online and the school receives a  

percentage. 

shop.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/

aberladypta. 

“I’ve only recently started to get involved in school life since my daughter started in afternoon nursery in January.  

I’d assumed school funds would provide the things our children need to learn.  However, in reality, school resources 

are limited and I’ve been blown away by the amount of things PTA funds pay for, including trips, outdoor equip-

ment and technical items such as whiteboards and netbooks.  A bit of a wakeup call for me to get my sleeves rolled 

up and help at some of the events run throughout the year which raise valuable funds for our school."  

Nursery Parent-why I am supporting the PTA 

PTA- Burns Supper = 6 notebooks 

Thanks to this fundraiser back in January, PTA has raised money 
to increase our notebooks.  This means that when a class is using 
the notebooks nearly every pupil will have their own—no more 
sharing!  Without volunteers planning this event, peeling tatties, 

arranging the bar and washing dishes, our children wouldn’t 
have this resource which is so integral to our teaching and    

learning. 

The PTA have also donated money to subsidise school trips this 
year.  Thank you!  It reduces the cost for everyone ! 



Well done to Eoin McCann (P7) who has been busy baking in order to raise 
money for the homeless charity SHELTER.  He did a fantastic job selling his deli-

cious goodies to members of his class, raising £57.00 for the charity.  A huge 
well done Eoin. 

   **** 

Congratulations to Bree Thompson (P7) who recently won a bronze medal for Judo at the Pro Judo 
Tournament in Glasgow.  This was Bree’s first competition since breaking her wrist last year.  Well 

done Bree. 

**** 

Congratulations go to our 4 pupils from P7 (Jack V, Izzy, Marcia and Brodie) who were the Aberlady 
Team in the recent North Berwick Rotary Club Cluster Quiz.  We did not win the competition but the 
team tried hard.  The rest of the P7’s enjoyed taking part in the quiz too as well as enjoying Mrs Mair 
and Mrs Jarron’s home baking! 

**** 

Well done to this year’s representatives from the Euroquiz Team of P6 pupils Catrin Hughes, Murdo 
Jardine, Joe MacPherson and Amy Easson who attended the annual event at the Town House, Had-
dington.  The competition was very hard but our team managed to gain a very respectable 6th place. 
out of 18.  Well done to our team! 

 

 

Celebration of Achievements 

Staffing & Class Update 

Students & Volunteers 
Rosie Isaac and Clementine  

Cattanach continue with us in P1 
and Beth Sutherland in the 

nursery.  We are very grateful 
for their practical support. P5 

will have Ms Zoe Winter, a 
PGDE student again at the end 

of April.   Mr Ryan Annette 
(PDGE Student) will also join P6 

at the end of April.  Shannon 
Slight continues to work with 

Mrs Mackay and P2/3 in class on 
a Monday and Tuesday.   

 
Session 16/17 - Projected pupil 

numbers 
Accepting that there may be some 

changes which we have yet to 
have notice of, at present, our 

likely class configuration will be: 
 

P1, P2/3,  P3/4, P5, P6 and P7.  

Staff Training:  
Staff have had further training sessions 

from Martyn Pegg (outdoor learn-
ing) and we have a member of staff 

creating outdoor  learning re-
sources that can be used by staff to 

support lessons outdoors 
Data Protection Training has also been 

completed. 
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P4 Swimming 
Primary 4 pupils will start their swimming block on the first Tuesday back 
after Easter (12th April) and this group will have a swimming lesson every 
Tuesday thereafter for 10 weeks. The pupils need to be in the pool for 
9.15am, therefore the bus has to leave school at 8.45am prompt. 



Aberlady Primary School 
Moor Road, Aberlady  

EH32 0RQ 
Phone 01875 870 232 

This term all pupils have taken part 

in a teacher:pupil consultation 

where 1:1 time has been provided 

so that views can be shared, learn-

ing & teaching issues discussed and 

targets set, where appropriate. This 

sits firmly in line with Curriculum for 

Excellence, in terms of Pupil Voice 

and in support of Personalisation & 

Choice. There will be at least one 

further opportunity for this expres-

sion of Pupil Voice during this sum-

mer term, in advance of end-of-year 

reports being completed. 

 

 

 

Teacher/Pupil Consultations 

These have been very successfully executed over recent days and I am sure that you will have found the consultations useful. I should like to take this opportunity to thank all the staff for their thorough preparation and delivery.  Thanks  to the PTA members & parent volunteers for run-ning such superb creche facilities and the Uni-form Exchange throughout the period of parent consultations.  We know that this is a service that you appreciate and it allows Aberlady Primary to have such a high turn out to these events. 

Headteacher drop in: every 

Thursday 9-10am 

www.edubuzz.org/aberlady/

This updated regularly by staff 

and pupils with great examples 

of pupils learning. 

Twitter: follow us @AberladyPrimary  
 
 

See our school handbook on-line in 
digital format: 

http://www.edubuzz.org/aberlady/
school-documents/  

Thanks to Mo de Mowbray and Mrs Mair 
Great job! 

Parent/Teacher Consultations 

Today we were up and running with the bog 

garden. With all the soil filled in we had a 

head start. We put down the water in the soil 

(the soil is now squishy mud.) Also we 

learned about the plants we put in as we 

were planting them including Bog bean,  

cuckoo flower, devil bit scabious, forget me 

not, ragged robin sneezewort, marsh mari-

gold and water mint. We especially loved 

how all of their names sound silly and funny! 

Extracts from the P5 blog about 

the woodland conservation 

Primary 5 wanted to learn more about birds to investigate which 
birds we can attract in our Woodland area so they visited the SOC 
(Scottish Ornithologists Club). 
They researched different birds, developed their sketching skills, 
identified where we find birds in East Lothian and learned about a 
wonderful artist called Jane Smith. 

Headlice 

Please help us to 

eradicate headlice by 

checking your child’s 

hair regularly. 

http://www.edubuzz.org/aberlady/school-documents/
http://www.edubuzz.org/aberlady/school-documents/


Dates for your Diary 
Monday 21st March Marvellous Monday—dress down 

 2.15—3.15pm P4 and P5 Showcase 

Tuesday 22nd March am Cross Country Competition at Dunbar 

 5.00—6.00pm P4 and P5 Showcase 

Wednesday 23rd March P5 Dance workshop in school 

Thursday 24th March Break for Easter holidays 

Monday 11th April All resume 

Tuesday 12th April 1.30pm Committees and Song Book Group 

Monday 18th April P6 and P7 Indoor Bowls session in hall 

Thursday 21st April Whole School Cyberbullying Workshop by Hopscotch 

Monday 2nd May School closed for May Day holiday 

Tuesday 3rd May Eco Week 

Wednesday 4th May Parent Council meeting at 7pm 

Tuesday 10th May 1.30pm Committees and Song Book Group 

Wednesday 11th May P7 Rugby Tournament at Meadowmill 

Monday 16th—20th May P7 Camp at Dounans 

Wednesday 18th May P1/2 Trip to Edinburgh Zoo 

Monday 23rd May In-Service Day 

Tuesday 24th May All resume 

Parent Council 

Next Meeting will take place on 4th May @7pm  

The minutes of these meetings are on the school noticeboard and will shortly be put on the school 
website.  We have an active, supportive Parent Council.  They are currently representing the parental 
bodies views regarding the new housing development and ensuring the best possible outcomes for 

the school. 

You may have noticed a police presence recently at school pick up and drop offs.  This was in re-
sponse to a request from the Parent Council in an effort to encourage safe parking around the school 

at these congested times. 
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