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Take a Peek Numeracy 

Event 

Thank you to 

those who have 

already replied 

regarding the 

drop-in session on 

Numeracy on Fri-

day 26th May.  If you have not yet 

returned your slip and would like to 

attend, please do so as soon as  

possible. 

Headteacher: Mrs Pam Currie 

Email: aberlady.ps@aberlady.elcschool.org.uk 

 Website:  www.edubuzz.org/aberlady 

Telephone : 01875 870 232 

For the last few months, P5 and P6 have been in-

volved in a wildlife project.  The pupils were asked 

to create a documentary about our local wildlife to 

be entered into a competition run by Scottish Nat-

ural Heritage.  

 

Using a camera trap set up at Gosford Estate, The 

Nature Reserve, Aberlady Bay and The Wood of 

Wonder, the pupils captured clips of different spe-

cies of animals – deer, otter, badger and birds, to 

name just a few. Our extremely talented pupils 

then had to carefully sort through, rename and 

edit over 2000 clips. They learned how to use an 

extended range of software and hardware to film 

and edit a short documentary.  

What shone through their work was their determi-

nation to make a success of their project – no 

matter what happened along the way. Technology 

can be a bit unreliable but we were very im-

pressed by the way our pupils showed determina-

tion, resilience and co-operation to pull things to-

gether in the end – and those are great life skills! 

 

I’m sure those parents and pupils who were able 

to attend the film night will join me in congratu-

lating both classes on the success of their project. 

Well done, P5 and P6!  

Miss Salmon 

 

P5 and 6 Wonderful Wildlife Film Project 

a badger captured on one of the film traps 
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Parent Councils have a key role to play as the voice of parents to work with the school to highlight where costs 
could affect parents and to make changes to minimise the impact of cost on children's’ experience of school.  We 
have worked together to evaluate our school day and discussed actions we can take.   We reviewed: uniform, 
school trips, fundraising events, eating at school, school clubs, home learning and culture.  

Some of the actions we will take: 

Uniform: We encourage all pupils to wear the school colours but uniform does not need to badged. Gently worn 
uniform has always been available at key school events.  We will extend this and keep stock in a visible place in 
school for families to access easily on an ongoing basis. 

School Meals: encourage the uptake of free school meals and clothing grants 
and make this information easier to access by sharing on the school website, 
including in the handbook and reminding in newsletters. 

Outside of School Opportunities: We hope to use some of our ‘Pupil Equity 
Fund’ to support transport to these activities outside of school.  This fund will 
hopefully make activities accessible for all. 
 
School Event & Trips: We are going to limit the number of charity events to 1 
per term.  The PTA have agreed to fund a discretionary pot of funding which 
the school will manage. The funding will be used to subsidies in– school  trips 
camps and events.  We want everyone of our pupils to access these  opportu-
nities.  Finance should not be a barrier. 
 
If you have any further thoughts please contact a member of parent council or the school office.  

 

Reducing the Cost of the School Day 
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FREE SCHOOL MEALS and CLOTHING 

GRANT 

 

Free school meals are granted to families in 

receipt of any of the following: 

 Income support 

 Income based job seekers allowance  

 Employment support allowance 

 Child tax credit with an annual income 

of less than £16,105 

 Child tax credit  

 Universal credit 

P7 End of Year Show—change of date 

Due to problems with booking the community hall, 

we have had to make an alteration to the  

original date of the P7 end of year show.   Our   

pupils are about to start working on their drama 

and singing skills and 

will perform their 

dress  rehearsal to 

the school/ community 

on Monday 12th June 

in the afternoon.   

Their main evening 

performance will be at 

6pm, also on the 12th 

June.  We apologise 

for any inconvenience 

this may cause. 

End of Year summary of 

achievements & learning 

journals issued on 

Thursday 22nd June  
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Congratulations to Isla Gillies (P3) who just passed her intro-4 ballet 

exam assessed by UKA dance. Isla has been attending Edinburgh Dance 

School since she was four and is very pleased with her “Highly Com-

mended” result as she was convinced she hadn't placed her arms cor-

rectly!   Well done Isla—a brilliant result! 

Congratulations also to Ben Holland (P4) who received a comfortable 

“Distinction” for his Grade 2 violin exam recently with a mark of 137  - an excellent mark 

Ben, well done! 

We’d also like to celebrate the fact that Morven Dignan (P6) has achieved her level 4 in 

Gymnastics.  Well done Morven and congratulations!. 

James Jack (P7) has also just won a medal for taking 1st place in his group at the recent 

Edinburgh Badminton Academy Yonex Competition with his singles match.  Well done 

James! 

 Leavers Service 
 
 

 
 

Celebration of Achievements 

Transitions 
Nursery to P1 
Every family will have received information 

about the events we have put into place.  You 

will all be aware now that P1 pupils will start a 

full day on the 16th August.  The taster lunch 

for new P1 pupils and their families will take 

place on Monday 19th June. 

P7 to S1 
As well as visits from North Berwick High 

School staff to Aberlady, pupils will have the 

opportunity to visit the high school and meet 

peers from other schools.  We round the year 

off with their show, leavers service and end 

of year bash.  This year that is a BBQ at the 

beach.  Mrs. Peaston will be in contact soon 

with all the details for the remainder of the 

session opportunities. 

Class to Class 
Detailed handovers are planned between class 

teachers.  Handovers ensures that paperwork, 

specific knowledge and understanding about 

pupils and the curriculum they have accessed 

are passed on.  Pupils will have the opportunity 

to spend part of their morning with their new 

teacher on Wed  21st June. 
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Staffing News 
 

Mrs Thomson (MA 

student) has now 

moved into our Early 

Years department and 

is working alongside 

Mrs. Unwin and Primary 1. Unfortunately 

Mrs. Thomson has been ill, we wish her a 

speedy recovery. We welcome Miss Hart, a 

PGDE student to Primary 6.  Miss Hart will 

be with us until Monday 29th May.  We will 

also have Emily Fyffe with us during 22-25 

May.  Emily will experience working in most 

classes over the week as she does her 

school work experience.  We are currently 

waiting on confirmation of our new Newly 

Qualified Teacher for next session.  Once 

we have received this we will be able to 

share with families class structures and 

staffing the next session. 

 



  

 

 

 

 
 

We are still getting reports of headlice within 
school.  Please be diligent and regularly 
check your child’s hair.  Advice re treat-

ment can be found at  
http://www.nhs.uk/Conditions/Head-lice/

Pages/Treatment.aspx 

Headteacher drop in: every Thursday 
9-10am 

Twitter:  follow @Aberlady Primary 
P5, P6, P7 and the nursery have their  
Own twitter feed too and can be found: 
@aberladynursery 
@P5Aberlady 
@P7Aberlday 
@P6Aberlady 

See our updated school handbook        
on-line in digital format: 

http://www.edubuzz.org/aberlady/
school-documents/  

Headlice 

Every School Day Counts 
 

Excellent attendance at school is important.  We monitor at-
tendance monthly and this year we have had cause for con-
cern at attendance rates across every class.  This issue was 
discussed at the most recent parent council meeting. We re-
ally do appreciate the support of our families to ensure their 
child's regular attendance at school.  Thank you. 
We will write individually to families whose child reaches the 
attendance trigger of 95% on our system and work with fami-
lies to support their child.  We know there are genuine rea-
sons for absences. 
What you can do to help: be aware of the impact of a 
missed day, take family holidays outside of term time, try to 
arrange non-urgent dental and medical appointments outside 
of school time, discuss with the school any issues or prob-
lems with attendance.  We are to help.  More information can 
be found at:  
http://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/AttendanceMatters 

 
 

Every year for the next 4 years every school in Scotland is directly allocated funding to support 
their plans to raise the attainment and health and wellbeing of the their pupils.  The amount we 

get is dependant on families registered for free school meals.  
WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP? 

1. If you feel you are eligible for free school meals please register, see page 2 of the newsletter 
for details or contact the school office.  This is particularly pertinent for families with children in 

P1-3.  Every child, regardless of financial position, receives free school meals in P1-3 but 
please still register if you are in receipt of benefits as it counts towards our allocation of funds 
from the Scottish government.  Your child will also be eligible for free milk and other possible 

grants.  Please be assured that all matters relating to this will be handled sensitively and in the 
strictest of confidence. 

2. We want to take account of your opinions of how we spend our allocation our PEF for this 
year.  Please respond to a questionnaire that will be sent home soon.  We are looking for pupil 

and adult thoughts. 

 

Pupil Equity Fund (PEF) 

 
Fruity Days 

Our Health Committee have  recently surveyed 

the school and have agreed that we would like 

to strongly encourage children to bring a piece 

of fruit for a snack on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays. We hope you will be 

able to support  this. 

Attendance Days Missed Rating 

100 % 0 Excellent 

95% 9 days Satisfactory 

90% 19 days = 1/2 day off every week Poor- hard to make progress in learning 

85% 27 days Very Poor 

80% 36 days Unacceptable 

75% and below At least 45 days absence- 1 whole term Serious implications on learning 

http://www.edubuzz.org/aberlady/school-documents/
http://www.edubuzz.org/aberlady/school-documents/


Dates for your Diary this Term 

Monday 15th—19th May P7 away at School Camp—Dounans 

Tuesday 16th May—20th June P4 Swimming at North Berwick Pool 

Wednesday 17th May PTA Meeting 7.30pm Old Aberlady Inn 

Thursday 18th May P1 trip to the Seabird centre 

Friday 19th May P5 Bike Ability 

Monday 22nd May School closed to pupils—Staff In-service Day 

Wednesday 24th May Small Schools Athletics Competition at Meadowmill (am) 

 pm P1-4 Drumming workshop in school 

 Wonderful Wednesday & Nursery working with P1 

Friday 26 May Fabulous Friday 

 9.00—9.45 Numeracy event drop in session for families 

 12.25—1.45pm Gala Rehearsal in hall 

Tuesday 30th May 9.00am Music Teacher from NBHS working with P7 class 

Friday 2nd June 11.15am Responsibility groups 

Saturday 3rd June Aberlady Gala 

Tuesday 6th June Nursery /P6 Buddy Event in School 

Monday 12th June P7 Show—dress rehearsal to school and performance in evening (6pm) 

Wednesday 14th June 7.00pm Parent Council Meeting 

Thursday 15th June P6 Overnight Campout and P5 Cook out. 

Monday 19th June P7’s at NBHS re Transition 

Tuesday 20th June P7’s at NBHS re Transition and P7 parents info evening at NBHS 

Wednesday 21st June P7 Transition at NBHS—Transition day in Aberlady for N-P6 

 9.00am New P1 parent information session in school hall 

 All classes meet their new teacher 

Thursday 22nd June Sports day—starting at 1.00pm 

Wednesday 28th June P7 Leavers Event at the Beach 5.30-8pm 

Friday 30th June Leavers Assembly in Aberlady Church 
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