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We have been reviewing our approaches to       

literacy over the last few months and have met 

with pupil groups.  This has given pupils an         

opportunity to share what reading and writing  

experiences look like through their eyes.  The    

reviews as well as developing a clear literacy   

pathway will mean we have a strong sense of what 

reading, writing, listening & talking looks like in  

Aberlady.  We have good levels of attainment but 

are aiming for excellent.  We have 

revamped our library and bought 

new reading texts - thanks to the 

PTA and commission from the 

book fair in November.  One of 

the books that has caught the   

imaginations of our older pupils is 

‘Refugee’ by Alan Gratz.  We 

meet to track pupils progress and plan the best 

interventions to support, challenge and stretch 

them so every child achieves their   potential.  We 

have utilised our Pupil Equity Fund (Scottish Gov-

ernment money) and Area Partnership money 

(North Berwick Coastal grant) to increase support 

in these areas.  We are developing our use of 

google docs and google talk to support children's 

writing too.  Google talk helps writers get their 

ideas down without having to worry about the 

mechanics of writing all the time. 

 

Wild about Animals 

Edinburgh Zoo brought their workshops to 

us on the 5th February, most classes got the 

opportunity to take part in workshops from 

Scottish habitats to beavers and puffins!   

We are grateful to the school staff who    

organise these additions to make our     

learning more exciting. 

 

 

Literacy  

TOP TIP : READ EVERYDAY 

Research shows that reading for 6 minutes per 

day can reduce childhood stress.  Reading not 

only increases vocabulary but exposes children 

to ideas and scenarios they might never come 

across in everyday life.  Some research shows 

that of all homework set by primary schools 

reading is the most effective and can have the 

most impact on attainment results. 

P2-P5 Music Workshops 

Over the last fortnight our P4 and P5 pupils have 

taken part in two workshops here in school with 

‘O Duo’, a music workshop funded by Creative 

Scotland.  Last week our P2 and P3 children     

visited the Brunton Hall and were part of the   

audience when the P4’s and P5’s showcased 

their skills together with a number of children 

from other schools in East Lothian 



 Nursery –  have enjoyed learning about Polar animals and 
have had great fun visiting the Seabird Centre.  They are 
now learning about Chinese New Year and doing activities 
which will include food tasting and creating Chinese crafts.  
Our  Wonderful Wednesday focus is also on  Chinese New 
Year. 

Primary 1 -  Primary 1 have been busy finding out about 
Chinese New Year and how this important festival in       
celebrated. The children have also been working hard   
Investigating materials. The boys and girls showed great 
teamwork during a materials challenge when they had to 
design and build a new bed for Baby Bear. The class is 
looking forward to taking part in a "Generation               
Science"workshop called "Ready, Teddy, Go!" We are 
keeping track of the number of sleeps to go-19!  

Primary 2 -P2 have been learning about some Scottish 
people from the past and thinking about how their own 
lives today are different to those from long ago. Look out 
for interview questions coming home to find out what   
older people in their families lives were like when they 
were children. We are looking forward to our trip to Had-
dington to find out about a local artist from the past on 
our first day back from the February break. 

Primary 3/4—P3/4 have been learning so much about 
Egyptians.  They have made model shadufs—a device used  
in ancient times to lift water out of a river.  Some countries 

still use them today.                                               
Primary 4/5—P4/5 have been immersing them-
selves in everything Egyptian. They have been 
creating their own Google websites and have 
started their movie making about Howard Carter. 
They have also been working hard on their en-
tries for the BBC 500 word story competition.  

Primary 6—P6 
have been learning 
about all things 
relating to the hu-
man body.  They 
have looked at the 
many systems of 
the body including 
the    skeletal system, muscular system, circulato-
ry system,      respiratory system and nervous      
system.  This involved several visiting workshops 
from Generation Science and the Glasgow       
Science Centre as well as a trip to Surgeons Hall 
Museums at the Royal College of Surgeons.   

Primary 7—P7 have recently written letters to 
Nicola Sturgeon outlining their concerns about 
inequalities.  They have also enjoyed learning 
about “coding” and have written some leaflets to      
explain how to code. 
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Library News 
Our school library is up and running again 

after being reorganised and labelled in   

relevant categories.  We would like to 

thank Kat Selby,  Miss Higgins (who helped 

get it started last year), Mrs Donaldson 

and Mrs Jarron for all the hard work they 

have put into making it look fantastic.  Our 

pupils are looking forward to using it as a 

reference point again and we hope they 

will take pride in keeping it tidy.  Please 

feel free to have a look next time you are 

in school. 

Citizenship Group 

 
 
In January, when we last met we all had various jobs to do: 
 Pupils researched “nurdles” and shared their findings 

and what we can do to help with the whole school at 
assembly 

 Pupils researched the new ‘beach tax’ and called us to 
action as part of an assembly. Pick 3 pieces of plastic up 
every time you visit a wild place in return for enjoying 
the area. 

 Undertaking a bay clear up, we filled 5 bags of rubbish 
 Using our new storm kettles to boil water and enjoy a 

hot chocolate ( we had to find 
sticks for fuel first) 

 Using natural materials in the 
area to create art pieces. 

 
In February we will be : litter picking 
our school grounds, clearing out de-
bris and dead leaves from our wild 
flower meadow, planting hedgerow 
that the zoo bus gave us and         
completing our numeracy number 
square in the wood of wonder. 



Congratulations to  some of our P6 pupils who were busy with various activities 
before Christmas:   Anna Melville whose Saltire Gymnastics Team won silver in a 
Scottish competition.  Oscar Mackenzie who won a gold trophy for indoor karting 
at Raceland, Martha Blacklock who scored a goal with the North Berwick Netball 
Club and Jacob Jolly who came 2nd in an East Lothian Hockey tournament. Harris 
Perry (P3) won his club gymnastics championship—a great result Harris. Well 
done also to Anna, Anna, Katie and Aimee for raising over £1800 for Dementia 
Scotland—a great accomplishment! 

How are achievements  

recognised in school ? 

 
Pupils can share directly with a member 

of staff who will acknowledge these, 
sometimes pupils are happy for us to 
share the news with the class or with  

others in assembly but we take our lead 
from the individual child.  We also have a 
‘SHOUT ABOUT IT’ board where we like 

to display pictures, photos, good work or 
notes about outside achievements.  

Please also feel free to contact the school 
through e-mail, a note or phone call to 
let us know the details direct too.  You 

can also ask for achievements to be     
celebrated here on the newsletter. 

After the February break all pupils will 
have the opportunity to reflect on 

their achievements outside of 
school as part of their learning 

journal entries. 

Celebration of Achievements 

PTA 
 
At the most recent AGM we said goodbye and thank 
you to Jen MacPherson as the PTA chairperson.  We do 
appreciate her hard work and guidance.  Jen will still 
support the committee’s work.  At the moment the role 
of Chairperson remains vacant.  As a school we          
appreciate all the fundraising efforts—the weekly fairy 
cake Fridays to the big events like the autumn fair.  
They also support the school with things like the parent 
consultation crèche.  The funds have enabled us most 
recently to engage with Glasgow Science Centre to   
deliver workshops to every pupil and to buy group   
novels.  We have also ordered a full class complement 
of chrome books which we hope to receive shortly. A 
plug and reminder to use EASY FUNDRAISER as your 
home page when buying goods or services online 
means the school gets a kick back each time.  Visit  
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/panel/  
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Parent Council 
We have a very strong parent council who represent the views of families in school.  The 

school and parent council enjoy an excellent working relationship, both working together to 

benefit pupils, families and the community.  The PC have been very active recently when they 

responded to a Scottish government consultation and gave their views on the very important 

issue of how our school should be managed and governed.  They recently also worked with our 

local councillor, Jim Goodfellow to ensure that all construction traffic for the new build     

housing are abiding by an agreement to use the designated roads at certain times to ensure 

our pupils safety.  Any family with a child at school are welcome to attend the meetings and    

members have a voting right.  The next parent council meeting is on  

Wednesday 14th March 2018 at 7pm in the school coffee room  

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/panel/


  

 

 

 

We are still getting reports of headlice within 
school.  Please be diligent and regularly 
check your child’s hair.  Advice re treat-

ment can be found at  
http://www.nhs.uk/Conditions/Head-lice/

Pages/Treatment.aspx 

Headteacher drop in: 
every Thursday 9-10am 

Twitter:  follow @Aberlady Primary. 
 Nursery,  P3/4,  P4/5 and P7 have their own 

twitter feeds too and can be found : 
@aberladynursery 
@P4/5Aberlady 
@P7Aberlday 
@P3/4Aberlady 

Headlice 

SCHOOL WEBSITE 
Community Page: We have created a          

community page on the blog,  where we 
will post items that we are asked to         
circulate to parents from our community 
partners.  This will hopefully reduce the 
amount of e-mails we are sending out, 
keeping that channel of communication 
for school related items. 

Documents Page: On this page we post 
school documents , particularly recently 
updated ones.  Documents that have 
been posted recently are: Composite 
classes good practice and our Wet 
Weather policy. 

Class Pages: Some of our classes use this 
avenue to share what the class are do-
ing.  Check it out and leave a comment. 

 
We are given a weekly challenge by Mrs Unwin 

and the French group to learn and  practice  new 
French vocabulary.  We enjoy our visit by the P1 
reps who remind us of the focus each week.  We 

enjoy singing in French at assembly and        
practicing our numbers.   

French Learning in School 

Visitor to Assembly 

We had a safety talk from staff at 

Crudens, we know how to keep  

ourselves safe. 

How to get in touch with your  

child’s teacher…. 

Parents and carers are very welcome to get in touch.  A 

prior telephone call or email however, makes it easier to 

arrange appointments to speak to a teacher or the Head 

Teacher. Equally you could write the teacher  a note which 

can be delivered through your child.  In P1 Mrs Unwin sees 

her reading records nearly every day so a note could be 

written there too. E-Mails can also be sent to a class 

teacher via the school office.  All contact details are on 

page 1.  Thursday 9-10am is usually an open morning when 

an appointment is not necessary to see the Headteacher.   



Dates for your Diary this Term 
Monday 5th February Visit from Wild About Scotland—Edinburgh Zoo Bus (N-P7) 

Tuesday 6th February P6 Trip to Surgeons Hall Museum 

 P3 Football Taster session in school 

Wednesday 7th February School Improvement Groups   

Friday 9th February Visit from Generation Science  -workshops and show (P5-7)  

 School breaks for half term 

Monday 12th—Friday 16th School holidays 

Monday  19th February In-Service Day—staff return 

Tuesday 20th February Pupils return 

 P2 Trip to John Gray Centre, Haddington 

Thursday 22nd February Iain Clark visiting P7 re Scottish Parliament 

Monday 26th  February P6 Rugby Taster session in school 

Tuesday 27th February Visit from Generation Science—P1 

 P3 Football Taster session in school 

 P7 Rotary Quiz with our cluster schools 

Wednesday 28th February Dog Trust visit and workshops (P1, P3/4 and P4/5) 

Monday 5th March P6 Rugby Taster session in school 

Mon 5th-Fri 9th March Whole school focus week– Developing the Young Workforce 

Wednesday 7th March P3 Football Festival @ North Berwick 

 School Improvement Groups 

Monday 12th March Photographer in school to take class photographs 

Wednesday 14th March 7.00pm Parent Council 

Wednesday 21st March P6 Rugby Festival at North Berwick 

Monday 26th March Parent Consultations 

Tuesday 27th March Glasgow Science Centre visiting N-P7 for show and workshops 

Wednesday 28th March Parent Consultations 

Thursday 29th March 1.45pm Whole School Easter Service in Aberlady Church 

 School closes for Easter Holidays 
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