
 

HEADTEACHER UPDATE- FRIDAY 22ND JANUARY 2021 

Dear Families 

 

Getting the right work, life balance is always a juggling act, more so now we are in lockdown.  We 

are acutely aware of the pressures you are under to support remote learning and the guilt you may 

experience if you haven’t supported the submission of all 3 tasks, attended every google meet, the 

coding club, done the Joe Wicks workout and all the extension tasks.  I cannot emphasise enough 

that you need to do what is correct for your family and your children.  Please just do what you can.  

We do need to keep up the momentum of learning and are tasked to ensure we have supported 

families to engage as fully as they can but that looks different in each household.  We will not be 

chasing children if they have submitted 1 task and not 3.  Although you may not want to share this 

with your child if the thought of a teacher asking for work helps their motivation!  If you are 

experiencing challenges please get in touch, we are here to help and the staff team are willing to 

guide and support. 

 

You will be well aware that the announcement from the Scottish government this week now takes 

remote learning through to our February holidays (8th-12th February) and possibly beyond, although 

there will be further announcements on the 2nd February. 

 

Wellbeing Resources 

Thanks to Mrs Wightman for sharing these, you might find them helpful: 

For Parents/Carers: https://www.annafreud.org/parents-and-carers/self-care-for-parents-and-

carers/ 

For children, a story: https://www.annafreud.org/media/11593/good-days-in-unusual-times-book.pdf 

 

Remote Learning Survey 

Thanks to all who completed this, we had nearly 80 responses which is an amazing response rate, 

thanks for returning the survey so quickly.  It has meant that we could discuss the results and make 

improvements promptly.  The survey alongside the feedback from families through Parent Council 

representatives formed the core business of Parent Council.  It was beneficial to talk about the 

positives and possible adjustments.  The teaching videos have been well received as has the more 

structured approach to the daily drop in sessions.  We discussed weekly Google meets,  the daily 

drop ins and quantity of learning through these platforms. Even within the 12 representatives in the 

meeting a consensus couldn’t be reached as we have all have favoured ways that suit our own 

individual circumstances.  We are making some changes which we hope will further improve the 

quality learning for the majority of people: 

 Change 1: We are  cancelling the weekly 1 hour Google meets in the afternoon in favour of 

focusing in on 5 productive, focused daily drop ins. The times for class remain the same as 

last week.  Please try to attend these but we do understand every child will not be able to 

connect with all of them so just do what you can. 

 Change 2: Nursery Google Meets will remain the same time and day but they will have more 

structure with games and challenges. 

 Change 3: We are organising adhoc Google meets for the composite classes so they can see 

their peers from other classes.  These are not weekly and you will be advised in advance. 

Next week:  

o P6’s from P5/6 and P6/7 can meet on Wednesday 27th January at 2.30pm 

o P5’s from P4/5 and P5/6 can meet on Wednesday 27th January at 3pm 

o P7’s can meet on Wednesday 27th January at 3pm 

https://www.annafreud.org/parents-and-carers/self-care-for-parents-and-carers/
https://www.annafreud.org/parents-and-carers/self-care-for-parents-and-carers/
https://www.annafreud.org/media/11593/good-days-in-unusual-times-book.pdf
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o Pre-School nursery pupils from either nursery group can meet on Thursday 28th 

January at 2pm 

 Change 4: Weekly Learning Overviews - Teachers are committed to these being posted at 

5pm on the Sunday now instead of Monday morning.  We hope this grants further flexibility 

when organising your weekly schedule.  

 Change 5:  We have added learning statements to the nursery activities. 

 If you are receiving emails through edubuzz requesting work that has not been submitted 

please let us know.  These are generated by the system and we aren’t aware of them.   

 Next Thursday and Friday the learning will have a Scottish theme as we try to cover some of 

our topic learning also. 

 Feedback to teachers.  Please use the daily drop in or email the teacher if the work is proving 

difficult, easy, too lengthy or short.  We make these adjustments naturally when we are in 

the classroom as we see first-hand if something needs adapted.  Let us know as we can try 

to alter accordingly or give advice. 

 

Chromebooks 

If any family would find it beneficial to have a digital device on loan during lockdown we still have 

few remaining in school, please e-mail the school office and we can arrange a collection time.  We 

have benefited from Scottish Government funding for digital devices so have more available than we 

did previously. 

 

Packs 

We are trying to get a balance of online/offline working.  Packs will be renewed.  These will be ready 

to be collected alongside reading books after the February holidays.  We will not provide work 

where sheets need to be printed off although we appreciate that for some families you may find it 

easier to do so. 

 

Critical Childcare 

If you need a critical childcare place in the school building the link is here. 

https://eastlothianconsultations.co.uk/education/january2021-keyworker-application-2    Places are 

allocated by East Lothian Council. 

 

Nursery Staffing 

Mrs Stewart, who is currently on maternity leave has tended her resignation.  This will mean we will 

be advertising for a permanent leader for our nursery.  Mrs Fraser who is currently covering for Mrs 

Stewart is with us until April 2021. 

 

Nursery – 1140 hours 

We have been advised that there will be a change to the model which Aberlady will be following in 

order to provide the additional childcare hours in August 2021.  Due to our increasing numbers we 

will be now following a 48 week model.  This is a very recent change and we still need to work 

through the contractual complications, staffing and planning of the new model of working.  In 

essence, children attending will be entitled to approximately 24 hours per week over 48 weeks of 

the year.  The nursery will be closed for 10 days over the Christmas period, 5 in-service days and 5 

public holidays.   Up until March 2020 these hours were offered through 5 mornings or 5 afternoons 

(roughly 8am-1pm or 1-6pm) but most already operating the model are operating the hours of 

alternating between 2 full days one week and 3 full days the next.  Please be patient as we have no 

https://eastlothianconsultations.co.uk/education/january2021-keyworker-application-2
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information apart from what I have shared with you here.  I will keep you updated as soon as more 

information becomes available to ensure  you are well informed of the changes that may affect you. 

 

Connected Classrooms – links with a school in Uganda 

Connecting Classrooms in Scotland is part of the international Connecting Classrooms through 
Global Learning programme, which supports in Scotland and internationally to learn about and 
collaborate on the big issues that shape our world.   Aberlady Primary, alongside Musselburgh Burgh 
Primary have, over the last few months, been completing a process of application to join this 
programme and be partnered up with an international school. We are now delighted to be able to 
share with you that this application has been successful and we have been partnered up with St. 
Joseph Primary School based in Uganda.  

So what will this look like and mean for our pupils? 
 
The partner schools have been collaborating and have come up with a programme of work which 
will allow the children to share information about themselves, their countries and how they respond 
to events in their lives, with each other. Our main theme, given our current global situation, will be 
‘Resilience’ and we will compare and contrast our feelings and how we respond to day-to-day 
occurrences as well as worldwide issues. 
 
We are obviously restricted at the moment as to how we can engage the children in this new and 
exciting project, but we thought to begin with at least, we could start by introducing ourselves.  To 
this end, we would like each child to design an A3 poster all about themselves and Scotland. We will 
then share some of these with our Ugandan friends. This has been set as a learning task on 
Thursday/Friday this week, more details will be shared on the Google Classroom.. 
 
My thanks to Miss Wood and Mrs Mackay who have been spearheading the project. 
 

 

 

My best wishes to you and your family.  Take care and stay safe. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

Pam Currie 

 

 

 


