
 

HEADTEACHER UPDATE- FRIDAY 5TH FEBRUARY 2021 

Dear Families 

 

February Holidays and In-service Days 

Monday 8th- Friday 12th February are school holidays.  There is no remote learning or in- school 

provision for this week.  Monday the 15th February is an in-service day for staff, again there is no 

remote learning or in school provision (hub) for pupils.  I wish each of our families a restful February 

break. 

 

Return to Building 
It was announced by the Scottish Government that there would possibly be a return to the building 
for nursery to P3 pupils from the 22nd February. We are still awaiting the legal directive and details 
that follows a Scottish Government (SG) announcement.  We are putting plans in place for this 
possible return with the support of local authority colleagues and our Parent Council.  The plans can 
only be clarified and finalised once we understand the full details of the announcement and return is 
confirmed (in 2 weeks time by the SG).  In East Lothian, all families will know their schools definitive 
plans by Friday 19th February.   
 
Remote learning continues for Nursery to P7 pupils Tuesday 16th- Friday 19th February.  The in-school 
provision will be open the 16th- 19th February, families will have been contacted directly about this. 
 

Second Learning Pack 

Staff have created a second pack of learning activities, extra jotter and reading books for all P1- P7 

pupils, these can be picked up on the in-service day, Monday 15th February following the timetable 

below.  Please ensure you remain 2m distanced from other adults and are wearing a mask. 

Please note, particularly for P1-P3 pupils, we may well be back in school the following week,  so 

please do not complete the whole pack and reading books in the first week.  The teacher will 

indicate on the google classroom when the sheets are to be completed and which books to focus on.  

With each reading book, particularly in the early stages, there are some phonics, sight vocabulary 

and context work that needs to be completed with each book, it is not just case of reading through 

them.  P1-P3 children will need to bring the packs back into school if we are fully returning. 

We have allocated collection slots according to surnames to avoid too many bodies in the 

playground.  If the time doesn’t suit because of commitments just let us know or come at a different 

slot, feel free to pick up neighbours packs too.  The timings are as follows: 

Surname begins with A to F  10-10.20am 

Surname begins with G to L  10.20-10.40am 

Surname begins with M to P  10.40-11am 

Surname begins with R to Z  11-11.20am 

 

Survey 

Thanks for completing the surveys about remote learning, they will remain open until Sunday 14th 

February.  We will be able to analyse the responses and refine our learning offer again in light of 

feedback. 

 

Extra Access to an Adult & Group Working 

We are now in a position to offer more tailored support and challenge.  Some families will receive an 

email indicating one to one or small group sessions for your children, these sessions will be 

undertaken by Mrs Blair who liaises with class teachers.  These may just be a one off for P1-P3 for 

the week beginning the 16th Feb if we are fully back in the building but for P4-P7 will remain 
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consistent until we are back in the building. For some children this will be part of the support they 

would have normally received in school, parents will already have known this if they attended 

additional support groups.  For other children the support is not recovery or support for learning but 

it is aimed at trying to replace some of the guidance they would have had from the teacher or an 

extra adult in the room.   

Teachers are also offering pupils smaller group interactions as part of the core learning tasks, this 

may be reading or math groups or feedback groups.  Each class teacher will be in touch with pupils in 

advance of the group work sessions.  They will be notified in the google classroom either privately or 

on the learning overview, these may change each week in line with the learning that is being offered. 

 

Nursery (Monday /Tuesday Group) 

The new tentative date for starting the extra Friday sessions is now Friday 5th March.  We are 

awaiting confirmation of a full return and will confirm the date with you shortly. 

 

Key-worker in-school applications 
The online process to apply for critical in-school learning and childcare has reopened for the period 
16 February – 19 February inclusive. This is for new applicants only.  Applications close on 7 February 
2021. Key Worker Application for in-school learning and childcare February 2021 - East Lothian 
Council - Citizen Space (eastlothianconsultations.co.uk) 
 
Mental Health Resource 
A message from Dr. Binnie, Our Principal Educational Psychologist in East Lothian 
“Google Site: Mental Health and Wellbeing Information Point 

It’s Children and Young People’s Mental Health week and I am excited to launch our new  Google 

Site: Mental Health and Wellbeing Information Point - http://links.edubuzz.org/mhwb-info and 

Google Drive Shared folder “MHWB Information for Schools”.  

The google site contains up-to-date information for children & young people, families, and school 

staff around a variety of mental health and wellbeing topics. It provides information and resources to 

sign-post to, as well support in having conversations around mental health.  

You will also find key information on the Mental Health and Wellbeing single point of access (SPA) 

and the most current request for assistance (RFA) form.  

There is a page introducing our Mental Health Youth Work team and we plan to update this with 

information and supports on offer.  

This site will be ever-growing and updating.  

Dr Lynne Binnie “ 

 

Play Scotland Survey 

Play Scotland is producing a report for the Scottish Government to help inform the refresh of the 

Play/Leisure Time Strategy. We understand that young people might not use the word “play” – 

please think of it as recreation, leisure time, free time throughout.  Play Scotland would like this 

report to be informed by the views of children and young people, so we are asking you to help us by 

completing this survey which closes 8th February. 

The survey can be found here: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/CYPsurveyEL 

On behalf of Play Scotland, thank you so much for your help. 

Mark Urwin | East Lothian Senior Active Schools Co-ordinator 

 

 

https://eastlothianconsultations.co.uk/education/february2021-keyworker-application/consultation/intro/
https://eastlothianconsultations.co.uk/education/february2021-keyworker-application/consultation/intro/
http://links.edubuzz.org/mhwb-info
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/CYPsurveyEL
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Thank you for the support you are giving to help your children successfully navigate remote learning.  

We know it has not been easy. 

 

Take care and stay safe. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

Pam Currie 

 

 

 


