
 

HEADTEACHER UPDATE- FRIDAY 18TH JUNE 2021 

 

Dear Families 

 

Composite Class Information 

Composite classes form part of most schools class structure in East Lothian, big and small schools 

alike.  Composite classes are the norm and cause teaching staff no concern although I do appreciate 

that some parents may worry about these. 

Teachers are well equipped at teaching a range of abilities within the same class.  It is not 

uncommon that in straight class you have 5 years development gap between pupils who are the 

same age, teachers know how to teach the range of abilities in their class and lessons are 

differentiated accordingly to accommodate group and individual needs.  Children are challenged and 

supported. 

In all our classes we track our curriculum coverage to ensure pupils are exposed to the correct range 

of topics, subjects, knowledge and skills.  We also track individual children’s learning development 

across a range of subjects so each teacher knows what a child can do and what they need to do next.  

They are taught according to their stage of development not age.  Pupils are not held back because 

they are with younger children, in fact some of the evidence we have indicates children can actually 

achieve more and are more responsible as they are designated more responsibility in class by the 

adults. 

We try to maintain friendships through break and lunch time opportunities and work across classes 

too.  Obviously this has been restricted this year but we have strived to be creative through some 

combined lunch breaks and a few across class projects.  We have worked with families to support 

children who have missed the usual peer bonding due to COVID restrictions.  

East Lothian’s Composite Class Policy is followed, there is no room to use my discretion.  Every child 

is in the class they should be following the policy to the letter.  If anyone has queries about that I can 

answer these individually without disclosing personal information about other children. 

 

Reporting 

The format and lack of comments on the reports was discussed at Parent council this week.  Mr 
McKenzie will be looking at reporting next session as part of his Parental Engagement group.   
 

 

Will there still be restrictions in place in August? 

At the minute we have been asked to keep the current guidelines in place and these will be reviewed 

by the Scottish Government and the Local Authority in August.  This decision is based on the premise 

that it is easier to take mitigations away than add them back.  So at the moment classes will need to 

stick to their class bubble and stay in zones during breaks.  Children will still be asked, according to 

the letter of their surname to enter and leave school in two groups. 

 P1 and P6/7 classes will line up outside the P1 entrance 

 P2 and P3/4 will line up outside the main entrance 

 P4/5 and P5/6 will line up at the back doors. 

Children will be shown these spots on the transition afternoon.  I will write to all families in August 

to confirm groups, lining up and any mitigations. 
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How does a job share work in a class? 

This is a normal feature of a school work force albeit Aberlady hasn’t experienced a class share for a 

while.  Teachers normally decide together who will be responsible for planning certain areas of the 

curriculum and take ownership and responsibility for these.   There are of course subject and topics 

that are linked and teachers plan together for these.  Both teachers take responsibility for reporting, 

parents night etc, sometimes by doing together and at other times taking turn about to do these.  

The other areas of planning, reporting, tracking, moderation that feature as part of a teachers 

hidden work is spread fairly across the staff.  Part time teachers have to communicate thoroughly to 

ensure a handover about pupils between days.  There are benefits to part time teachers in 

classrooms as the skill set increases.  We are fortunate that the teachers sharing P4/5 are also in a 

day together too so can communicate in person about the class. 

 

Beach Trip P1 to P7 

Thanks to all our parent volunteers who have made these possible. 

 

Instrumental Music Tuition 

As of August ’21 we will have a specialist Woodwind instructor who will visit the school on Tuesday.  

Children do not have to pass an aptitude test but lessons are open to all pupils in P4-P7 in August. 

Information about this opportunity will be sent out next week. 

 

Students 

I wish to pay special thanks to Imogen Mason, our Early Years Practitioner student and Bethan 

McEwan, a teaching student based with P6/7.  Both of these students have not only been excellent 

students but they have contributed much to the life of the school whilst here.  They have 

undertaken many, many voluntary days and we appreciate their dedication and hard work and wish 

them every success in the future steps. 

 

Bake Sale Fundraiser 

Some of the P6’s in P6/7, whilst the P7’s were focusing on their show, undertook an enterprise 

project. They planned, researched, shopped, made financial decisions.  We tasted the results of their 

enterprising bake sale last Friday.  The chocolate flapjacks were a personal favourite.  They raised 

over £200 to support Flora Gentleman.  A special mention to Magnus & Helena who also held an 

open garden & bake sale, they too raised well over £200 for Flora Gentleman. 

Get into Summer East Lothian! 
Sports, play and free swims… it’s officially time to ‘Get into Summer’ in East Lothian! 
There are lots of projects running throughout the holiday period giving children and young 
people the chance to be active, connect with others and enjoy the best that East Lothian has 
to offer. Examples include football, tennis, rugby and gymnastics events, pop-up play 
activities, computing camps and free swimming at Enjoy Leisure pools. 
Find out more about the activities on offer (including eligibility and booking information 
where appropriate) at: www.eastlothian.gov.uk/get-into-summer 

 

Kind regards 

Pam Currie (Head Teacher) 

 

 

http://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/get-into-summer

