
 
 
Aberlady Primary School Parent Council - Annual Report (2020-2021) 
 
Welcome to the Annual Report for 2020-21, written by the Chair of the Parent 
Council as a summary of activities over the past year.  Our Parent Council is a 
vibrant and dynamic group of parents and carers who work with Mrs Currie and her 
team to solve problems raised by parents, discuss and make decisions on matters 
affecting our school, undertake fundraising and agree how this money will be spent, 
and regularly communicate with parents. 
 
Parent Council Members and Roles: 
 
Chair – Alison Walker 
Vice Chair – Anna Holland 
Clerk – Nikki Black 
Treasurer – Sam Fawcett 
Fundraising co-ordinator – Jo Ratcliffe 
North Berwick Coastal Area Partnership Rep – Kerry Hardie 
 
Class Reps: 
Nursery - Tina Strong 
P1 – Lyndsay Wilkie 
P2 – Jo Moodley 
P3 – Kerry Hardie and Karen Polwart 
P4 – Kathy Allan and Hilary Matthews 
P5 – Louise Potter 
P6 – Helen Bradley and Lesley Kennedy 
P7 – Leanne Gillies 
 
Staff Members: 
Pam Currie 
Kevin McKenzie 
Lisa Craig 



 
Parent Members: 
Helen Maule 
Fraser Robertson 
Cara Strachan 
Lauren Tough (Baby & Toddlers Rep) 
 
Thanks to all these volunteers who freely gave their time to attend Parent Council 
meetings, own and drive actions and support fundraising activities.  We are also 
fortunate to have regular attendance from one of our local councillors, Jim 
Goodfellow.  His support and guidance is of great value to Parent Council and we 
are thankful for his ongoing commitment. 
 
Key activities across the year: 
 
COVID-19 – it will be no surprise that this has once again dominated our agenda and 
discussion at meetings which continued to remain virtual for the duration of the 
academic year.  Parent Council supported Mrs Currie and her team to ensure 
understanding and adherence to COVID-19 rules affecting our children and the 
school both whilst learning physically in the school, and during a second period of 
remote learning from January – March 2021.  We also reviewed the school’s 
business continuity plan in light of the pandemic. 
 
Our Parent Council was also represented on the regular East Lothian Association of 
Parent Council Members (ELAPCM) meetings Chaired by the Head of Education 
and Children’s Services, Lesley Brown.  These provided the opportunity to raise 
concerns and share best practice with East Lothian Council and other Parent Council 
Chairs. 
 
COVID-19 Remote Learning Evaluation – the school undertook an evaluation of 
remote learning twice.  Firstly when children were learning from home and secondly 
after a return to the school building.  Results from both evaluations were discussed 
extensively at Parent Council.  Unsurprisingly feedback from parents, and views from 
Parent Council was diverse due to the differing needs of children and families.  What 
was noted was that when there was a clear steer on aspects of home-learning, for 
example a request for work to be posted on a Sunday evening, teachers went above 
and beyond to facilitate this.  It was also recognised that the teaching team were 
very responsive to adapting teaching methods based on feedback from children or 
families.  Mr McKenzie undertook analysis of the second evaluation which identified 
common themes and opportunities for some successes to be embedded into school 
life moving forward, for example, families enjoyed knowing more about what their 
child was learning.  These findings were also shared with other Parent Council 
Chairs and Lesley Brown (Head of Education and Children’s Wellbeing). 
 
Progress and Achievement Reports – these were changed during the year to align 
with a nationwide format.  Some aspects caused concern as they bedded in, for 
example, the reporting of achievement levels, specifically the language used (‘on 
track/off track’).  However, some changes driven by COVID-19 were welcomed 
including the Parent/Teacher Telephone calls which moved to a google meet for the 
March learning conversation.   



 
 
School Improvement Plan – Due to COVID-19, the strong guidance was to keep 
the improvement plan streamlined and focused on Staff/Pupil wellbeing, spelling, 
writing and reporting documents.  Parent Council and parent/carer feedback fully 
supported this. 
 
School Extension – whilst this has been delayed to COVID-19, work has continued 
on preparation for the extension.  Due to plans coming in over budget they were 
amended and reviewed by Mrs Currie.  More information on this will be shared in 
forthcoming Parent Council meetings. 
 
Parent Forum Queries: 
 
Once again we had some cracking questions and issues raised by parents and 
carers.  Topics discussed included: 
 
- Remote learning was a hot topic with a variety of queries around submission of 
work, requirement to join google meets, automated emails about work due etc. 
 
- Queries around support children would receive after a further period of lockdown 
and home learning 
 
- Questions around the different strategies in place to teach maths and how best to 
support children in their learning 
 
- P7 transition plans to North Berwick HS  
 
- Nursery hours and allocation of days 
 
- Appropriateness of having a defibrillator housed at the school 
 
Fundraising: 
 
Another amazing effort on the fundraising front.  Whilst many, many parents and 
families are involved in fundraising, special thanks must go to Jo Ratcliffe who leads 
our fundraising team.  Jo has been a member of Parent Council (and the PTA before 
it!) for many years and her dedication to raising much needed funds for our school 
truly deserves special recognition – thank you Jo. 
 
Once again this year we’ve been unable to undertake some of our ‘normal’ 
fundraising events.  However, we have still managed to raise a fantastic £3,370.12 
primarily from the following activities: 
 
Uniform sales - £250.50 
Outdoor clothing event - £50.00 
Cup Cakes / Freeze Pops - £190.47 
Aberlady Primary School Calendar - £1235 
Toy Sale - £253.50 
Easyfundraising - £171.17 



Quiz - £155.00 
Silent Auction - £186.09 
Donations - £730.39 
 
We made donations of £4,356 to our school which paid for items such as the 
following: 
 
Chromebooks and art materials - £2,900 
Maths text books - £1,100 
Halloween materials - £300 
Recognition for teachers - £220 
 
We close the year with a balance of £2473.54. 
 
Items on our agenda we need to keep pushing… 
 
Road safety – this continues to be an issue both around the school and village as a 
whole.  Leanne Gillies has relentlessly tried to engage with East Lothian Council but 
the response has been disappointing.  Jim Goodfellow has supported our efforts and 
work will continue to keep the pressure on the relevant parties with the ultimate aim 
of resolving this issue. 
 
Nursery – Whilst the increase in Nursery hours to 1140 over a 38 week model was 
welcomed, the application of this and communication from East Lothian Council has 
been far from ideal with families raising a number of issues.  These were ultimately 
escalated by the Chair to the appropriate team within East Lothian Council.  This 
remains a topic for discussion and action in the coming year.   
 
And it’s a goodbye from me… 
 
After six years being part of the vibrant team that is APS Parent Council I am 
standing down as Chair.  I’ve found being part of the team an excellent way to get to 
know more about the workings of our fantastic school, and I’ve thoroughly enjoyed 
getting to know other parents from different year groups who I might not otherwise 
have had the chance to meet.  I’m delighted to hand over the reins to Anna Holland 
who has been Vice-Chair for the last year and a member of Parent Council for many, 
many years – I cannot think of anyone better to continue to steer the Parent Council 
team as we (fingers and toes crossed…) head back to more normal times. 
 
Finally, heartfelt thanks to all the staff at Aberlady Primary School – every single 
member brings something special to our school and the experience that our children 
have in their care.  The nurture, encouragement and warmth is hard to beat and 
myself, Ben and Ellie will miss being part of such a special place. 
 
 
Alison Walker 
Chair, Aberlady Primary School Parent Council (2020-2021) 


