
Aberlady Primary School Parent Council   
 

 

Minutes 

Wednesday 4th May 2022 

 

Present 

Pam Currie (PC) (Head Teacher) Helen Bradley (HB)  
Lisa Craig (LC) (Acting Principal Teacher) Kerry Hardie (KH) 
Anna Holland (AH) (Chair) Leanne Gillies (LG) 
Lauren Berry (LB) Kathryn MacGregor (KMac) 
Nikki Black (NB) (Secretary) Chris Milne (CM) (EL Council) 
Sam Fawcett (SF) (Treasurer)   
Claire Mack (CM)  
Lisa Thomson (LT) (ASN Rep)  
Cara Strachan (CS)  
Kirsty Odds (KO)  
Karen Polwart (KP)  
Katherine Crawley (KC)  
 
 
Apologies 
 
Tina Strong, Kate Linsley-Hood, Joanna Ratcliffe, Lesley Kennedy, Lyndsay Wilkie 
 
Meeting Minutes Approved by:  Anna Holland (APC Chair) 
 
 

Item  Action 

1.0 Welcome and Apologies AH 

 AH welcomed everyone to the meeting and apologies were noted.  

2.0 Minutes of the Previous Meeting AH 

 
The minutes of the previous meeting, held on 16 March were 
approved. 

 

4.0 Matters Arising AH 

 Road Safety 

LG advised that the results of the travel survey which had been filled in 
by school families, pupils and staff before the Easter holidays had been 
passed to Chris Milne, who is the behavioural change officer at East 
Lothian Council.  LG is hoping that the pupils can input into the new 
Travel Plan and be involved with the policy making. We are currently 
on the waiting list to have the lines repainted outside of the school but 
the list is long so this may take a while.  

On the wider village side, the proposal to make the 20mph speed limit 
permanent throughout the village has been approved by East Lothian 
Council, this is now in a consultation period during which members of 
the public can object.  It was agreed that AH would send an email to 

LG/CM/LC 
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East Lothian Council confirming that parent council are strongly in 
support of the 20mph limit becoming permanent. 

 

Chris Milne then outlined the results and feedback received from the 
travel survey:  

 

Travel Survey Results 

55 responses covering 82 children 

67 responses from pupils 

9 responses from staff 

 

Main issues arising 

• School gates, congestion on pavements from adults and dogs 

• Number of vehicles 

• Vehicles parking on crossing points/double yellow lines 

• Vehicles at the junction 

• Speed of vehicles 

• Traffic and crossing points on Main Street/ A198 

• Poor lighting along the bottom of the playing fields. 

 

What can be done? 

• Improve crossing points 

• Better active travel routes to surrounding communities 

• Speed checks and traffic enforcement 

• Limit parking around school gates 
 

CM will send LG / LC his analysis of the survey results in a form which 
can be shared. 

LG and LC are also going to look at this and see what can be done 
from the school’s perspective. CM happy to support if required. 

It was reiterated that the purpose of the survey (and any changes 
which might now be made) was not to prevent families from driving 
their children to school, and that this is sometimes necessary, but just 
to look at what could be done around travel to improve safety. 

CS asked what current Road Safety learning is offered in school. PC 
advised that early 1st and 2nd levels were given road safety learning, 
also twice a year it is also included in assembly (although this may not 
have happened to plan over the Covid period). LC has also been in 
touch with the Community Police to visit the school. Regular contact 
has also been established with Nicola Marr for use of the “Wee People” 

 

Charitable Status 

LG noted that we are where we had planned to be at this point, with 
the application almost ready to go.  This should be submitted by the 
next meeting. 
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Aberlady Primary School Parent Council   
Wish List 

PC to speak to the architect about what might be possible in terms of 
landscaping as part of the extension works, with a view to parent 
council aiming to make a contribution towards this next year. 

PC and LC are just finalising the book list and loose parts list from the 
money that was gifted previously. 

 

Nursery Update 

The issue around when funding for 1140 hours is received is still live, 
although nothing further has been done on this since the last meeting. 

AH mentioned that she had been told by nursery parents that some 
families in the village with younger children had been told that their 
child would not get a nursery place at Aberlady Primary nursery next 
year because the nursery will be at capacity.  AH asked if the reduction 
in nursery capacity (from 40 to the current capacity of 32) was due to 
the 11:40 hours roll out? PC confirmed that yes this was the case, ratio 
is currently 1:8 and if the numbers were to increase to 20 an extra 
member of staff would be required. This is an East Lothian Council 
Decision. 

 

 

PC 

 

PC/LC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.0 Head Teacher’s Report PC 

 Transitions will be returning to normal this year. EH has designed an 
exciting plan for nursery children moving into P1. Children who are not 
currently at Aberlady Nursery will be invited to join in this transition. 
 
As of August 2022, there will be 7 straight classes.  A temporary 
building will be placed next to the GP room, this will be fully kitted out 
and will house the P7 class. 
 
The next attainment report will contain a wellbeing comment. 
 
Interviews for the Principal Teacher role will take place next week. An 
additional class teacher will also be required for next session. 
 

 

6.0 Parent Forum Queries NB 

 Concerns over the safety of the Rope Swings: PC acknowledged that 
this was an issue, and that the swing had been checked and 
temporarily removed by the janitor.  The question was also raised 
about the popularity of the rope swings and would there be scope for 
additional swings, PC advised that yes and proper equipment kits 
should be in place soon. 
 
Is there an update on the purchase of loose parts, has anything been 
purchased? PC confirmed that the order had been placed. 
 
A query was raised about some children being allowed to bring special 
toys to school and while there is an understanding as to why, maybe 
the parents and pupils would benefit from some clarification. 
PC to address in assembly and also in her Head Teacher’s update. 
 
A parent has asked about the possibility of the school bell being made 
slightly quieter. PC agreed that the noise was painful especially for 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PC 
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classrooms close by or if in the corridor. Stevie the janitor is looking 
into this and will speak to other ELC schools. 
 
Would there be an opportunity for a quiet space in school with the 
building in its current state? PC advised that this is on the top of the 
wish list with the new extension but they do struggle with space 
currently. PC highlighted that if any parent has any concerns about 
their child’s need for a quiet space, to please speak to their class 
teacher so the school can do their best to accommodate the needs of 
all children. LT to have a meeting with PC as she has some ideas that 
she would like to discuss. 
 
 

 

7.0 Treasurers Update SF 

 
We currently have funds of £5648.00. 

80s Night was a big success 

SF will be closing the Santander account, please delete these details 
and if needed ask SF/AH/TS and they can forward the new RBS 
details.  These will also be circulated in an HT update when the 
Santander account is closed. 

SF sent a big thank you to Aberlady Gala for their donation of £500.00, 
it is very much appreciated. 

 
 
 
 
SF 

8.0 Fundraising Update AH 

 80s night was fantastic and a big thank you to everyone involved. 

Next week will see another uniform stand in the school grounds, all 
uniform is free of charge.  There will be donation boxes available if 
people wish to make a donation, but there is no expectation of this.  
Owl bags will also be on sale at the uniform stand. 

Sports Day catering has been given the go ahead and we are now 
looking for a volunteer to run the stand, this involves making up a rota 
of helpers and asking for donations of home baking. Please contact 
Anna or Tina if you can help with this. Sports Day is on the 28th June 
2022 and usually in the afternoon. 

There will be an informal fundraising meeting at the Old Aberlady Inn 
on the 10th May 2022, if you would like to pop by and find out more 
then you would be very welcome. 

 

 

9.0 Pupil Council Update PC 

 
This will resume again next term. 

 

10.0 Extension Plan update PC 

 No further update until PC has met with the architect.  
 

11.0 School Improvement Plan PC 

 PC is currently looking at the review and impact of actions.  The school 
improvement plan will be covered in more detail at the next meeting. 
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12.0 NBCAP & Community Groups update KH 

 TS attended the last meeting in KH’s place.  There is to be the launch 
of a new app called SOLE, this will advertise all local companies and 
events, and could be a good platform for us to advertise APS events to 
a wider audience. 

Gullane are launching a Youth Club in June 2022. 

The Children & Youth Network are hoping to offer funding again for 
reduced/free activities during the school holidays – KH will keep an eye 
out for this. 

Support from the Start are now running a face to face group for parents 
of children with ASN to connect with each other, 

KH confirmed that our request for funding for new flasks was approved. 
The funding is provided by the Area Partnership, but comes from the 
pot which had been delegated to the Aberlady Community Association 
to allocate for equipment.  We are very grateful to the ACA for their 
support, and glad to have a few events coming up where we will be 
able to use the new flasks. 

 

 

17. Correspondence, AOB & Date of Next Meeting NB 

 AH and Alison Walker would like to organise a kids disco to help raise 
funds for Flora.  AH asked whether anyone had any objections to this 
being run under the APC banner, there were no objections. 

AH advised that Steven Polwart and the Aberlady Gala Committee 
have challenged Aberlady Parent Council to a Tug of War at Gala Day, 
the challenge is on!!! 

CS asked if the tatty signs hanging at the school gate could be 
removed, AH asked if the Covid signs on the railings could please also 
be removed PC confirmed that yes and she would ask the janitor to do 
this. 

Date of next meeting: Wednesday 15th June 2022 at 7pm 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PC 

 
Nikki Black 
Aberlady Primary School Parent Council Sec 
Secretary 


