
Aberlady Primary School Parent Council 

 

Minutes 23rd November 2022 

  

Present 

Stewart Brown (SB) (Acting Head Teacher)   
Lisa Craig (LC) (Principal Teacher)   
Anna Holland (AH) (Chair)   
Tina Strong (TS) (Vice chair)   
Deirdre Templeton (DT) (Secretary)   
Jo Ratcliffe (JR) (Fundraising)    
Councillor Carol McFarlane (CMc)  
Kathryn MacGregor (KM) (P2 Rep)  
Jillian Peart (JP) (P3 Rep)  
Lauren Berry (LB) (P4 Rep)  
Leanne Gillies (LG) (P5 Rep)  
Karen Polwart (KP) (P5 Rep)  
Cara Strachan (CS) (P7 Rep)  
Lisa Thomson (LTh) (ASN Rep) 
Jonathan Taeuber (JT) (NBCAP Rep) 

 

  
  
Apologies  
  
Councillor Jeremy Findlay (JF)  
Councillor Liz Allan (LA)  
Sam Fawcett (SF) (Treasurer)   
Lauren Tough (LT) (Nursery Rep) 
Stacey Hart (SH) (P1 Rep) 
Kate Linsey Hood (KLH) (P2 Rep) 
Kerry Hardie (KH) (P4 Rep) 
Claire Mack (CM)  
Fraser Robertson (FR)  
Katherine Crawley (KC) 
Nikki Black (NB) (P6 Rep) 
Louise Potter (LP) (P7 Rep) 
Kimmi Tait (KT) 
 
 

Meeting Minutes Approved by:  Anna Holland (Chair)   

 

Item  Action 
1 Welcome and Apologies 

 
AH 

 AH welcomed everyone to the meeting and apologies were noted 
 

 

2 Minutes of the previous meeting AH 
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 Minutes of previous meeting (Oct 2022) were approved 

 
 

3 Matters arising 
 

AH 

3.1 Road Safety 
Road safety incident witnessed recently involving reversing car and child on 
a bike crossing over outside school gates on School Road, it was described as 
a near miss.  It was raised by a concerned parent who witnessed it not the 
parent/carer of child involved. 
All near misses should be reported to council, but it is unclear if these 
incidents can be reported to council if they are raised by a witness rather 
than parent/carer of child involved. 
ELC usually advise that all parking and road safety issues are the 
responsibility of the community. 
 
Communication sent out by the school this week to reiterate the safe 
parking and crossing areas within the village. 
JRSOs covered road safety at assembly last week and are monitoring parking 
and crossing closely this week with stickers/flyers being placed on cars not 
adhering to parking advice. 
 
LG and LC meeting with ELC on Friday 25th Nov to discuss informal no 
parking zone and get an update on the line painting in the village that is still 
outstanding 
 
CMc to bring up outstanding line painting at next Gullane Community 
Council meeting 
 

LG/LC 

3.2 Nursery concerns 
LT not present at meeting but no further progress to report at present 
 

 

4 Head Teacher’s report 
 

SB 

 Staffing updates 
As previously communicated new HT Natasha O’Connor has been appointed, 
starting in Jan 2023. Handover meetings have commenced. 
 
Advert out for playground supervisor, temp until Summer 
Advert awaiting approval for ASN aux, 21hrs/wk and SFL teacher 3 hours/wk 
 
Self-evaluation 
Parent survey, main points raised were: 
Behaviour 
Consistency of staff 
Google classroom 
 
Pupil survey, main points raised were: 
Pupils feel they work hard, proud of their work, teachers tell them what they 
are good at, have good perseverance, adults look after them and they feel 
safe however felt that didn’t feel able to respond if being picked on. 
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This feedback in not unique to Aberlady. Resilience programme up and 
running and will help to address this issue. 
 
Pupil council to be restarted with the aim of having a meeting before 
Christmas 
 
Around the school 
Bikeability ongoing for P5-P7 
Trip to Edinburgh Castle planned for P6-P7 
P1-P2 working on Nativity performance 
P5 working towards John Muir award 
 
Attainment 
School held attainment meetings recently and the school is in a positive 
place with this: 
 

 Listening 
and 
Talking 

Reading Writing Numeracy 
 

First   57/63= 91% 53/63=84% 53/63= 84% 55/63= 87% 
Second 59/66= 89% 59/66=89% 57/66=86% 52/66=79% 

 
 
Improvement and support plans need tweaked slightly to reflect priorities of 
the current children. 
 

5 Treasurers update 
 

SF/TS 

 SF absent, TS shared Treasurer’s update 
Remaining funds in account after school wishlist cheque is paid will be 
around £4113 
 
Fireworks account admin is now completed 
 
Independent review has now concluded and no issues raised, accounts have 
been signed off and will be published on school website. AH thanked SF for 
all his efforts as part of independent review 
 
SF receives charitable donations through his employer for time spent on 
parent council tasks. It is possible that many parent council members and 
any parents that volunteer at parent council events could also claim 
donations through their employers. 
 
TS to produce communication to be sent to families regarding charitable 
work schemes 
 

 

6 Fundraising activities update 
 

JR 

 Fireworks night was a great success and total profit was £3400, to be shared 
50/50 with Gala 
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Thanks to all who volunteered especially Ben Walker and Phil Notley who no 
longer have children attending the school 
 
Upcoming events: 
Easter wreath making workshop 
Sports day 
Gala dance – profits shared 50/50 with Gala 
 
APC now registered with amazon smile to receive charitable donations 
The process to set it up is straightforward on the app but not so easy on a 
web browser. LG to check if any instructions are available to assist with 
setting up Amazon Smile 
 
We continue to receive funds through Easy fundraising. 
 
SB to include a reminder about Amazon Smile and Easy fundraising in the 
weekly HT update between now and Christmas 
 

7 NBCAP/Community groups/Funding Opportunities update 
 

JT 

 JT attended most recent NBCAP meeting and highlighted the SOLE app 
which can be used to promote local events. It currently has 3000 users so 
far. 
Charlotte McMillan is newly appointed to ELC and is keen to engage with 
parent councils on opportunities relating to Arts and Music. AH raised the 
issue around timing of arts/music events in the past and that children 
traveling from Aberlady struggled to attend 
 
JT asked about NBCAP emails that he receives with information regarding 
cost of living, how should they be passed on to families? 
It was agreed that the emails are a bit long and that shorter emails with 
more bite-sized content might be easier to digest. 
 
CMc to ask Doug Haig if content could be broken down into shorter emails 
 
JT has produced an excellent database of funding opportunities that can be 
used as a resource when investigating funding. 
JT to share funding opportunities database with SB, LC, AH and JR 
 

 

8 School ‘wishlist’ for Parent Council funding 
 

SB 

 ASN pods on hold due to possible H&S risks and approval likely to be 
required from ELC. As part of school extension the aim would be to have 
permanent safe spaces included. 
Owl’s nest not a good option for ASN safe space due to lack of heating and 
electricity and its separation from the rest of the school building.  
 
It was agreed that a pot of £300 can be made available in the short term for 
ASN resources for the existing nurture space in the library / general use. AH 
to authorise any spend up to £300 for ASN resources as and when requested 
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from school.  Parent Council remain keen to support the establishment of 
appropriate safe / nurture spaces when a permanent solution can be found. 
 
ASN pod money to be re-allocated to previously agreed school wishlist. 
Cheque for £3147 to be given to school for agreed wishlist. 
 
AH asked about Hardship fund of £500 that was donated to the school last 
year to assist families in need of support. SB to investigate. 
 

9 School extension update 
 

SB 

 No update 
 

 

10 Parent forum queries 
 

DT/SB 

 Will coronation date(8th May) affect P7 camp? 
At present it is thought that camp dates will be unaffected and that any 
teachers who attend camp will be given a day off in lieu 
 

 

11 School improvement plan 
 

SB 

 Natasha O’Connor (new HT) expected to give an update at the next meeting 
on the items to be focused on for the remainder of the year 
 

 

12 ELAPCM update 
 

AH 

 Format of ELAPCM meetings have changed and now occur more frequently,  
approximately once every 4 weeks online, focusing on a specific topic 
(rather than being an opportunity to ask questions of ELC as previous 
meetings were). AH suggested that info around future ELAPCM meetings is 
circulated to all PC members and we look for a volunteer to attend where 
the subject is of interest. 
 

 

13 Correspondence, AOB and date of next meeting 
 

DT 

 AH thanks SB for undertaking the acting HT role this term and for all of his 
hard work. 
 
Next meeting scheduled for Wed 18th Jan and proposed that it is in person 
since it will be new HT’s first meeting 
 

 

 


