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Friday 9th March, 2023 
  
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 

And so ends another busy week at Aberlady Primary School!  We hope that you all found your Parent/Carer conversations a 
useful opportunity to discuss your child’s learning and progress over the year so far.  It was lovely to welcome you all in to 
school.  We also had a very exciting start to a Thursday when we all arrived to school in the snow.  There were high spirits all 
round and lots of fun had before the snow disappeared.  Who knows what weather we should expect each day! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

STRIKE ACTION – SCHOOL CLOSURE 
 
Hopefully you have all received the email regarding further strike action.  
 
The EIS is currently balloting their members on the recently revised pay offer with the ballot closing on 
Friday 10th March 2023. The EIS has not suspended strike action for next week, it has only suspended 
strike action this week whilst the ballot is carried out. If a majority of the votes recommend accepting the 
offer, then all strike action next week and thereafter in pursuit of the 2022/23 pay dispute will be 
cancelled. If the outcome of the ballot is to reject the offer then strike action will continue.  
 
Therefore until the outcome of the ballot is decided technically next week’s strikes remain “on” as they 
have not been cancelled. We are therefore planning in anticipating that the strike action will go ahead 
and all services affected have discussed the impact that this action will have on the health and safety of 
our children and young people given that there will be a significantly reduced number of teaching staff, 
including some of those in leadership positions in our schools. 
 
The following will be the case, unless the outcome of the ballot is to accept the revised pay offer. Parents 
and carers will be informed either way. 
 
Wednesday 15th March 2023 (EIS - all teachers in Primary schools only) 
 
All East Lothian Council Primary schools will be closed to all pupils for learning on Wednesday 15th March 
2023 
* Please note that Early Learning and Childcare settings will be open as usual. 
 
Friday 17th March 2023 (EIS all teachers in Primary and Secondary schools) 
 
All East Lothian Council Primary Schools and Secondary schools will be closed to all children and young 
people on Friday 17th March 2023 
* Please note that Early Learning and Childcare settings will be open as usual. 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN 
 
As you all are hopefully aware we plan out our school and nursery improvement across the school year.  
We set priorities for the school and nursery development based on the previous year’s ongoing self 
evaluation.  Here is a link to this year’s School and Nursery Improvement plans which we are constantly 
working on via our after school teacher sessions, in-service days and ongoing professional learning; 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-
45bjAZA68L57O6oBHV768ACC_3jJB5r/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=110369483885191041831&rtpof=true&sd
=true  
 

 
 

 
 

 EAST LOTHIAN COUNCIL PARENTAL ENGAGEMENT  
 
East Lothian Council launched their Parental Engagement Strategy in September 2017 and as an authority 
we are committed to reviewing the effectiveness of this regularly.  To help East Lothian Council evaluate 
the impact of the six strands of the strategy, they are seeking your views.   
 
There are 6 sections in this survey, which will take 5-10 minutes to complete. 

https://eastlothianconsultations.co.uk/education/parental-engagement 

 
 

 

UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD 
 
As I updated you all in the last newsletter Miss Higgins and Mrs McGuigan lead the school in the work we 
do on the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) and as part of this work they 
have developed a bag for each class which will contain stories, songs and games that support our children 
in understanding the UNCRC.  We are hoping to send the first UNCRC story bags home next Friday. 
 

 
 

 

BIKEABILITY 
 
Primary 6 are well under way with bikeability at the moment.  Can I just make you all aware that at the 
time of the infant pick up children may still be on their bikes in and around the school area and I would 
appreciate keeping the areas around the school gates free of cars to help to keep children safe. 
 

 

 
 

 

TEAM UNITED FOOTBALL CAMP 
 
Team United in partnership with NHS would like to invite Neurodivergent young people 
aged 10 to 16 years to their Football Easter camp.  The sessions will run in Dunbar in the 
mornings and Haddington in the afternoon.  The event is completely free. 
 
Registration is essential due to a limited number of places. Please email 
Connor@teamunited.org.uk for further information.   

 

WHAT IS GOING ON THIS TERM IN….PRIMARY 2 
 
This term Primary 2 have been learning about what life was like in the past.  They learnt about famous people from the past 
including Robert Burns and Alexander Graham Bell who invented the telephone.  In PE the children reported they have been 
having lots of fun doing ball skills and learning to dribble a ball around cones.  The entire class are working together to make a 
giant paper doll chain which has all the different ways that they are kind to each other written on them The children think the 
paper dolls might stretch the length of the class!  

 
Reported by Primary 2 pupils 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-45bjAZA68L57O6oBHV768ACC_3jJB5r/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=110369483885191041831&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-45bjAZA68L57O6oBHV768ACC_3jJB5r/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=110369483885191041831&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-45bjAZA68L57O6oBHV768ACC_3jJB5r/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=110369483885191041831&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://eastlothianconsultations.co.uk/education/parental-engagement
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SPOTLIGHT MOMENT 

 
The Fidra Lions under 10 hockey team came first in their 

tournament last Sunday, beating teams from all over Edinburgh. All 
the players were from Aberlady Primary School and we could not be 

more proud of our pupils. 
 

Also this week one of our pupils, Helena, has been celebrating 
success as she discovered that she got a distinction in her initial 

grade piano exam.  What an incredible achievement! 
 

We love to hear about the successes of our pupils so please get in 
contact if there is something great that your child has achieved that 

we should know about.   
 

 

 
 

 

PARENT COUNCIL 
 
The next Parent Council will be held this coming Tuesday, 14th March, at 6.30pm in Aberlady Primary 
School. 
 

 
 
 

 

PARENT/CARER FEEDBACK 
 
We want to hear from you! Each week in the newsletter we will be asking you to feedback on a different 
question.  This week’s question is; The aim of our Parent/Carer Learning Conversations is to keep you 
informed about your child's learning and progress.  How well did we achieve this? 
 
Answer our question by responding via the following form; https://forms.gle/bQUDfiTr5caf4kYj8  
Thank you for your feedback   
 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL POLICY SPOTLIGHT – March – “Included, Engaged & Involved; Identifying, Assessing and 
Providing for Additional Support Needs of Children and Young People” 
 
As a school we hold and follow many policies.  Some are national policies, some are local policies and 
some are school policies. Each month we will spotlight a different policy for your information.  
 
This month’s is the “Included, Engaged & Involved; Identifying, Assessing and Providing for Additional 
Support Needs of Children and Young People” which can be found at;  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W7WidwxxLS53L11w7LdVXXd3VHHeDUCw/view?usp=sharing  
 

 
 
 

https://forms.gle/bQUDfiTr5caf4kYj8
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W7WidwxxLS53L11w7LdVXXd3VHHeDUCw/view?usp=sharing


I will endeavour to write a brief weekly newsletter every Friday and keep you informed of key dates as soon as possible.  If 
you would like to see any specific information in the newsletter then please drop us an email at 
admin@aberlady.elcschool.org.uk 
 
 
Kindest regards,  
 

Natasha O’Connor 

 
 
KEY DATES 

Term 2 –  Dates 
 
School closure due to strike action (N.B. Nursery will be open) – Wednesday 15th March and Friday 17th March – This may be 
called off – further communication to come 
 
All Break - Friday 31 March 2023 
 
 

Term 3 - Dates 
All Resume (Staff and Pupils) - Monday 17 April 2023 
 
May Day (Schools closed) - Monday 1 May 2023 
 
All Resume - Tuesday 2 May 2023 
 
Jubilee Holiday – Monday 8th May 
 
Staff In-service Day 5 (pupil holiday) - Monday 22 May 2023 
 
Pupils Resume - Tuesday 23 May 2023 
 
Term Ends - Wednesday 28 June 2023 
Parent Council Date 
 
Tuesday 14th March at 6.30pm 
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