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3rd September  2020  

Dear parents and carers 

It has been a most unusual start to our new session, but even more so than in previous years 

we were delighted to be able to welcome our children back to their classrooms. Our school is 

once more filled with the sound of children! Thank you too for the connections to school that 

you supported and maintained during the time of the school closure.  Despite the unique set of circumstances we 

find ourselves in, we are so pleased to be back and looking forward to a successful and productive 20/21 session. 

A huge welcome to our new Primary Ones and new Nursery children! You have done so well in starting this new 

journey and it has been a pleasure to see how resilient and enthusiastic you have been in taking this next step in 

your learning. 

As you know our days look a little different, we are doing everything we can to ensure that school is a safe place to 

be and your children have been wonderful. Part of our nurturing approach is rebuilding our routines and to 

introduce new ones . . . I have been impressed by how  quickly everyone has adapted to our ‘new’ ways; even more 

regular handwashing, checking the toilets to make sure there are only two people in, playing in zones , coming into 

school without lining up . .  . the list is endless but the  capacity of your children to accept and adopt new systems 

has been a credit to them and to you.  

I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you for your patience and understanding whilst we have the 

staggered dismissal in place. It has become quicker –a combination of the children becoming more familiar  with the 

process and you as parents being creative and finding effective solutions, such as meeting your child at an agreed 

place, a nominated parent collecting a group of children etc.  When the restrictions change we will be able to revert 

to our previous system, but for now thank you for helping to make this process as smooth as possible. 

Some of the other changes we have had to make will only be in place as long as they need to be, but we are also 

learning what works well and what we might adopt as part of our ‘normal’ routine. For instance our school bell has 

been silent . . . .  We will also be consulting with our children to hear their viewpoint and discover what for them is 

better and what we should ‘keep’.  

As always if you would like to discuss any concerns or worries, please make contact either by email or by calling. 

With kindest regards 

 

Pauline McKay 

Headteacher 
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Communication Wednesday 
In previous sessions we have tried to only issue communications on a 

Wednesday – that way you know to look out for information from 

school on that day. Where possible we will continue with this, 

however as I am sure you are aware new guidance and information is 

being shared in schools almost daily. So that you have the most up to 

date advice, it is being issued as soon as we have it. This means that 

that information is being shared across the school week – in the 

meantime please check emails regularly. 

 

 

Preloved Rail 
Thank you so much to everyone who has donated clothing and 

shoes to our Preloved Rail. Although we cannot currently bring the 

rail out for browsing, please just contact us with any clothing you 

would like and we will arrange for it to be packaged up and sent 

home with your child.  

Books, books, books . . . 
When schools closed in March we appreciate that your child may 

still have had books at home – reading books or library books. 

Simply pop them in your child’s bag or return in one of the red 

boxes at the school gate. 

(The red boxes will be at the gate every morning and at the end of the school day) 

 

The Calendar 
Our calendar looks a little different! 

For the moment we are trying to maintain classes in a 

‘bubble’. This has meant we have had to change the way we 

do some things including children accessing a zone at play and 

lunch. It also has an impact on how we share our learning.  

Assemblies are an excellent time for our school community to 

come together. However, for now this is not possible. We 

have had a first ’virtual’ assembly where we used Google 

Meet to hold an assembly on noticing our values in action. For 

the time being we will continue with this solution and 

hopefully we will be soon be able to have families back in 

school to join us again. 

Just now we will not be going on any outings, but will be 

making use of our outdoor space. 

  

Further details of how we hope to share the progress 
your child is making will be shared soon. 

P1 Courier Photograph 
Please return photo permission   

Monday 7th September 
@ 9.45am 

Campie Connects 
Look out for your child’s 
reflection on their learning so 
far . . . 
 

16th October 2020 

Flu’ vaccination 
 

3rd November 2020 

School term dates 

ELC - School Dates 

2020-2021 - calendar format.pdf
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Nurture, Recovery and Reconnect 
 

As you will know all school in East Lothian are in a Nurture, Recovery and Reconnect 

phase.  

We believe we are well placed to respond to this as prior to the school closure had already 

made good progress in becoming a nurturing school. Not only had most staff undertaken 

professional learning but as Nurture is one of our values we had identified key behaviours 

and actions that ensured a positive and supportive ethos in school. As a team we are 

continuing professional learning in Nurture this session. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why is Nurture important? 
 

A short East Lothian video to explain. 

 

Find out more here:  

Nurture, Recovery and Reconnection in schools 

Nurture, Recovery and Reconnection in Early Learning and 

Children 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BbM0fC3ZldE&feature=youtu.be
https://sites.google.com/edubuzz.org/nurturerecoverreconnectschool/nurture
https://sites.google.com/edubuzz.org/nurturerecoverreconnectionelcc/nurture-recovery-and-reconnection
https://sites.google.com/edubuzz.org/nurturerecoverreconnectionelcc/nurture-recovery-and-reconnection
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Our Campie Way 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our key messages are still relevant.  As well as developing strong positive relationships in school we also know that 

learning and high expectations are important. At Campie we believe our ethos is supported by boundaries, structure 

and consistency. As a team we looked at what key aspects of our approach were especially important at this time 

and aligned these with the nurturing principles e.g.  

The classroom offers a safe base 
We will support children to recognise that what we are doing is to ensure our children are safe physically and safe 

emotionally. 

 Everyone is welcomed as an individual. At the beginning of the school day the senior leadership team and 

support staff will be in the playground to welcome everyone to school. On arriving at class the teacher 

welcomes your child with a physically distant greetings 

 The classroom is inviting, promotes curiosity and reflects children and their learning. Children will have a 

‘voice’ in developing their classroom. They have opportunities to ‘be responsible’ and contribute to the 

classroom experience. 

 We will promote clear and consistent expectations and boundaries, we will explain why we are doing things 

in a particular way– in class and across the wider school 

o The power of routines! 

 ‘Keeping Clean’ 

 Handwashing  -How, when and why 

 Tidy and clean – wiping equipment or surfaces (where appropriate) 

 Keep to the left (movement around the school) 

 Zones for play 

 

 We will develop a co-created Class Charter. This is a class specific set of agreed behaviour, rights and 

responsibilities that the whole class are involved in developing. It is based on the United Nations Convention 

on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) and will promote a nurturing, respectful classroom environment. 

 Staff will notice, recognise and build on positives 

 

All behaviour is communication 
 

 We will be closely attuned to children’s verbal and non-verbal communication. We will listen, observe, 

reflect and respond to behaviour. 
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A new session, a new term . . . our first weeks of learning. 

 

 

Play  
Children will be provided with age appropriate and productive opportunities to 

play, explore and experience open ended investigation.  

 

Reading 
All children have been enjoying a whole class novel study since the beginning of term.  

P1  Elmer 

P2  The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch 

P3  Flat Stanley 

P4  The Sheep Pig 

P5  Journey to the River Sea 

P6  Hatchet 

P7  There’s a Boy in the Girls’ Bathroom 

 

The next experience in reading will be of individual/group reading books. Your child will have a book that they use in 

class and when they have completed the book it will be quarantined for 72 hours before being used by another 

group. We are fortunate that over the years we have committed to replenishing ORT and novels and have a good 

stock of books. All classes have a class library which the teacher is maintaining and new titles are being added to 

ensure your child has a range of books to select and enjoy. This includes children in P4-P7 accessing books for 

Accelerated Reader. (Further information on home learning will be issued in due course.) 

Writing 
Our children will be experiencing a range of different opportunities to write; 

 Through our novel studies children will responding to the texts and exploring different genres 

 Exploring the tools for writing through the VCOP approach. (A close look at our knowledge and skills in 

vocabulary, connectives, openers and punctuation.) 

 Mark making during play 

 . . . and of course handwriting to help everyone how to form our letters and numbers well. 

Numeracy 
 
The focus of our numeracy learning will be to continue to 
develop strategies for addition/subtraction and 
multiplication/division. 
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Health and wellbeing 

PE 
Where possible PE will be outside, however some sessions will 

be in the gym hall. Please ensure your child comes with 

clothing suitable for the forecasted weather condition e.g. a 

waterproof jacket. There has been a specific PE risk 

assessment completed to ensure your child is safe. This 

includes the gym being well ventilated, the learning tasks 

being developed to ensure minimal contact and use of 

equipment that can be cleaned appropriately. Mrs Clapperton 

our PE specialist is focussing on fitness, striking and fielding. 

 

PE times 
Teachers will allow time for children to get changed for PE, however some parents may prefer for their child to come 

dressed for PE.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

P1AC 
 * *   

P1M *     

P1R *     

P2SB 
 *  *  

P2W  *  *  

P2C *  *   

P3K 
 * *   

P3B  *  *  

P4C 
   * * 

P4W 
 *  *  

P5L *   *  

P5M 
  *  * 

P6BM 
 * *   

P6L 
 * *   

P7B 
   * * 

P7S 
   * * 

A selection 
of some of 

the 
themes

Friendship

Building our 
class 

community

Sharing 
worries

Building 
resilience

Our values
Growth 
Mindset

Identifying 
our Feelings

Road Safety

Being safe in  
the 

community

Health and wellbeing 
During health and wellbeing sessions a range 

of different themes will be explored. 


