
 

 

20th January 2021 

 

Dear Campie Community 

I hope that this week is progressing well. I’m sure you will have noticed a change to 

the main emphasis in the remote learning provision. The focus is on progressing new 

learning and your children may now be accessing resources, including materials 

produced by the teachers to support this.  

 

 

We know that the way each family prepares and supports their child’s remote learning experience will vary 

according to individual circumstances and I want to reassure you that we appreciate organising learning at home 

comes with its own challenges. How and when we share the learning is designed to reduce your workload not add to 

it. Although we are trying to adopt an approach that is convenient for most families, we know we may not always get 

it right. Therefore we will continue to listen to feedback to help us to make helpful changes.  

 

Some of the most recent feedback is about when the new learning is posted. 

 

 

 

For Primary 1-Primary 71, this is currently every Monday in response to when the new term started but also to 

support families to keep the weekend as a time for family time and play. By having assignments due for Friday, 

families have a sense of school being finished for the week and it being time for the weekend. (That’s not to say that 

activities can’t be done at the weekend– this is entirely your choice!) We do know however that seeing the grid for 

the first time on a Monday morning may bring its own pressure. Setting everyone up and organising your own 

working and family arrangements may be quite a juggle. I’m sure there are creative ways of overcoming this e.g. – 

tasks from the previous week could be saved for the Monday, older learners should be able to select a task that they 

can complete independently, younger children may start their day with play etc. Please bear in mind that the start 

and finish times for learning are flexible – it might be that home school doesn’t start until a bit later on a Monday!  

 

Following the First Minister’s announcements yesterday, we now know that remote learning will continue to be in 

place for the week beginning February 1st. We will then review the day of issue in light of any updates. 

                                                           
1 Nursery Grids will be issued via email every Wednesday for the time being. 



 

 

We also know that in particular the streams in Google Classroom can become quite 

busy,  (which is lovely because it shows just how much your children are interacting) but 

finding key information – particularly the learning grids can be quite time consuming. 

Teachers are exploring various options to try to keep key materials and resources easily 

accessible. 

 

 

The Classwork Section of Google Classroom  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many teachers are ‘filing’ the grids in this section of the Google Classroom. 

 

If this tab is clicked, a menu of different resources will appear. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These can then be opened with one click and have all the attachments required stored there also. 

 

If the grid has been scheduled via setting an assignment, it will also appear in the 

calendar and can also be accesses via a click.  

 

 

The teacher may also reorganise the order of the learning grid post or repost – just to keep it nearer the top and 

save your child scrolling down to find it.  



 

Term Dates/Reminder 
 

Forthcoming mid-term break 

All Break Friday 5 February 2021 

 

 

Safeguarding and Privacy 
 

The opportunity for your children to meet with school staff using Google Meet is wonderful. I hope to join more 

meets next week to share this excellent opportunity to come together in real time. I have been impressed by the 

respectful way that learners have been interacting with one another and can see that the guidelines for Google Meet 

and the Acceptable Use Agreements are being followed. 

 

May I also take this opportunity to remind families - Google Meets should not be recorded.  

They are meant solely for the purpose of a live interaction. 

 

 

Virtual Assemblies 
 

Thank you for your children’s patience when the first assembly was shared 

last Friday! With the help of the team here at Campie some ‘initial 

permissions’ errors were solved and everyone was able to view the content.  

 

You may have noticed that some of your child’s learning has had a Scottish 

theme this week. Every session we spend a few weeks in January focussing on 

Scotland.  

 

Hence the theme for this week’s assembly is . . . Scotland. 

If you have some pictures or videos of your children joining in with the songs, 

wearing traditional Scottish prints/clothing, playing an instrument or even 

enjoying a Burns Supper – please encourage them to share with their class 

teacher. 

 

We would love to see them! 

 

Embedded both explicitly and 

implicitly in Curriculum for 

Excellence, it is an entitlement for 

children and young people to learn 

about Scotland’s cultures, people, 

history, achievements and 

languages, thereby connecting 

Scotland with its place in the world – 

past and present – as well as its 

natural heritage and landscape. 

It’s the kind of learning that 

underpins a real understanding of 

Scotland and helps inform an 

understanding of current and future 

issues as they emerge. 

Curriculum for Excellence Briefing 

Paper: Education Scotland 

 



Updates and Communication 
 

We will continue to share information via our 

usual channels. 

 Group Call – text and email 

Whilst we try to keep Wednesdays as the 

main day for school communications, we 

will contact you on other days if the 

matter is urgent. 

 

 HT update – Wednesday 

 Twitter 

 

If you have an enquiry please contact us in the 

first instance by email.  

 

 

 

 

 

Click to check if you are eligible. I would like to check 

 

 

I hope that you and your family enjoy the remainder of this school week and have a happy and safe weekend. 

Kind regards 

 

Pauline McKay 

Head Teacher 

 

campie.ps@campie.elcschool.org.uk 

pmckay@campie.elcschool.org.uk 

 

https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/info/210557/schools_and_learning/11899/free_school_meals_and_clothing_grants
mailto:campie.ps@campie.elcschool.org.uk

