
Campie Parent Council Annual Report 2013/2014 
 

Change, Challenge and Creativity 

This year has been a year of change, challenge and creativity.  Change as Gaynor Allen stepped down as 

Chair of the Parent Council after many years of sterling service (along with other members of the PC), 

challenge as the new members of the Parent Council got up to date with the routines of their new roles 

(excellently supported by PC members with more experience) and creativity as Campie was ‘craft-

bombed’, willow gardens were re-dug and boats were re-painted! 

Campie Community has come together on many occasions to make things happen for the school – for this 

we remain grateful.  We couldn’t have done it without you. 

 

Parent Council update 

In September 2013 Chris Kelly and Shona Blakeley volunteered for the role of Co-Chairs and have been 

working together since then supported by Parent Council members new and longstanding.  Several 

members of the Parent Council maintained their commitment and helped to guide the newer members, 

myself included, over the course of the next few months. Our first meeting in our new guise was in 

October 2013 and a big topic of discussion was the Halloween Party.   

One of our biggest steps at the October meeting was to discuss the possibility of setting up working groups 

(Fundraising, School Improvement Plan and Communications) parents self-selected which group to become 

involved with and by January these groups were up and running.  

Parent Council members had several opportunities over the course of the year to support the SMT in 

selecting new staff members for the school. 

The Parent Council have come together at other times to co-ordinate a ‘tidy Friday’ (on a Saturday!), a 

playground patch-up and a planning evening.  All events were supported by the wider parent forum, but, 

as ever – we can still do more to encourage as many people as possible to get involved. 

 

East Lothian Association of Parent Council Meetings 

Campie School is active at East Lothian level and we continue to have representatives attending meetings 

along with many other East Lothian schools.  These meetings are a good opportunity to find out what is 

happening in education on a national level and also to find out what’s going on in different schools in the 

district.  

 

Campie parents have volunteered as area representatives via the ELAPCM. 

 

Additionally we have been updated on changes to Education Policy made by Government, issues around 

supply teachers, and challenges to school budgets. 

 

Looking forward the ELAPCM is looking to learn more about e-safety 

  

Library 

Work continues in the library with on-going volunteering by parents.  This year we have managed to get 

over 4,500 books categorised according to the Accelerated Reading code and have now started the 

mammoth task of getting coded stickers onto all the books.  Excitingly a group of older pupils were able to 

go with teachers to choose new books for the school and spend a pledge made by the Parent Council in 

previous years.  A volunteer on the Parent Council has identified some Trusts that may be interested in 

funding further development work in the library and this is currently being pursued.  

 

Fundraising and Community Building 

This began in October when it was decided to run 2 Halloween Parties – one after the other; this meant 

more work but also that more children got to attend.  Dancing, dressing up and decoration of pumpkins all 

featured.  Although not a fundraising event per se this event raised more than was spent making it happen. 



The Christmas Fair received good feedback and raised over £1,800 

Campie Craft bomb crew saw several parents and children get involved in creating craft and then 

displaying it in the school grounds – photos are available 

Mrs Beveridge and several parent volunteers got soaked as the school celebrated Thingyan Water Festival 

(and who knows perhaps it was this that helped inspire the ice bucket challenge that all teachers took part 

in during August?) 

The Community was given the opportunity to participate in a Beach clean in April and a Water Festival 

(organised by a local group) in June. 

Parents volunteered to escort classes to Easter Service, Commonwealth Baton passing through 

Musselburgh, the P7 leavers assembly at the Brunton and the Book Festival – as well as many other class 

events across the course of the year. 

June saw the Summer Fair held, in the presence of spiders, snakes and fire officers; raising over £2,000 to 

invest in the school. 

Campie Community has come together to help clear out class rooms and freshen up the playground.  It is 

hoped that more people will get involved in these activities in the future – especially if we continue to offer 

pizza. 

 

Fund spending 

Over the course of the year the PC has supported (in no particular order); Golden time for every year 

group, P7 Camp, P7 yearbook, made final payment on a pledge to the library, Macmillan Coffee morning, 

an in-school dance competition, Campie Craftbomb, costs of putting on some events and school fairs, 

school trips to Dynamic Earth and the Panto.   

 

Subgroups 

Fundraising – have been very busy organising events and treasure hunts across Musselburgh.  They have 

also organised baking competitions and set up and advertised a way to raise funds purely by doing your 

normal shopping online.  Their tireless efforts have kept the PC bank account looking very healthy. 

Comms – have recruited several members from outwith the PC; have increased use of social media (see 

appendix) have re-developed the website, are developing an electronic newsletter in addition to the paper 

newsletter and held a completion to create a logo for Campie Community. 

SIP – Mrs Beveridge has circulated the School Improvement Plan and members of this group have been set 

tasks to ensure that they understand what it needed of them come a planning day.  

 

Looking back and looking forward 

All members of the PC can be very proud of all they have achieved over the last year, we’ve been 

supported by experienced members but there has been a lot of ‘learning while doing’.  Thank you for all 

your efforts.  In the coming months we hope to consolidate our efforts and put the ideas from our recent 

planning meeting into practice as well as making the most of our subgroups and more volunteers taken 

from across Campie Community. 

 

 

Shona Blakeley 

Co- Chair of Campie Parent Council 



Appendix 1 – Campie Community on social media  

a) Facebook 

 

 

 

 



 

 



Pages ‘liked’ by the Campie Community Facebook Page  

A Mighty Girl 

Accelerated Reader UK 

Achilles Effect 

Anti-Bullying Pro 

Biz East Lothian 

Brilliant Boys 

Carers of East Lothian Carers Centre 

Creative Scotland 

East Lothian 

East Lothian Courier 

East Lothian Foodbank 

East Lothian Library Services 

East Lothian News 

easyfundraising.org.uk 

Eco-Schools Scotland 

Education Scotland 

education.com 

Engage for Education 

Enquire – the Scottish advice service for additional support for learning 

Gingerbread 

Glow Scotland 

Gransnet 

Mae Tao Clinic 

MGS Parents Page 

mumsnet.com 

Musselburgh Burgh Parent Council 

National Galleries of Scotland 

National Library of Scotland 

National Museums Scotland 

National Parent Forum Scotland 

Netmums.com 

Pinkie Parents Page 

Pinkstinks 

PTA UK (Parent Teacher Associations) 

Recharge 

Scotland’s Environment Web 

Scottish Education Awards 

Scottish Qualifications Authority 

Summer Reading Challenge 

Support from the Start 

UNICEF 

UNICEF UK 

Visit East Lothian 

VOCAL – Voice of Carers Across Lothian 

Volunteer Scotland 

Women’s Fund for Scotland 

Young Scot 

 

 



b) Twitter 

 

 

 


