
A Guide to Some Home Learning Options 

 

First up is the Open University. Crucially, it typically has no entry qualifications and is open to people aged 16 

and up. Furthermore, in Scotland, if your income is £25k or less, you are normally able to study towards their 

formal qualifications at undergraduate, diploma and certificate level free of charge. This is through a part-

time fee grant from SAAS.  

 

The Open University also offer the totally free OpenLearn project that offers over 1000 free training courses 

that you can start immediately. The Soft Skills section that focusses on employability is likely to be 

particularly useful to our clients. It includes training on topics such as Developing Career Resilience, 

Succeeding in the Workplace, Personal Branding for Career Success etc. 

 

FutureLearn was launched back in 2012 by the Open University along with 11 other university partners from 

across the UK. It is a MOOC (Massive Open Online Course) learning platform and now has 143 partners from 

across the UK and the rest of the world. You can access their courses for free, although there are additional 

costs if you want your learning certificated or if you want extended access to course materials. The course 

from the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine on Tackling the Coronavirus is proving particularly 

popular at the minute. Courses vary in length, but are typically 6-8 weeks with some shorter courses lasting 

2-3 weeks. Within the FutureLearn umbrella the University of Sheffield offer a Writing Applications course 

for those needing help with applications, CV’s and creating online profiles for job search purposes on social 

media. It is aimed at those in the early stages of their career, or those who are out of practice and need to 

update their skills. No prior knowledge or expertise are needed. There is also another course available on 

interview techniques. 

 

Speaking of MOOCs, Classroom Central, as well as being an excellent search engine for online learning, have 

produced a compact quick guide to MOOCs and the main providers. These would include Coursera, edX and 

Udacity. Mooc-List is yet another means of searching for online learning. 

 

The Khan Academy is a worldwide non profit organisation offering a huge choice of free home based training 

options. During the Covid-19 crisis they are providing daily learning schedules for 2 - 18 year olds. 

 

Alison (Advanced Learning Interactive Systems Online) is an Irish organisation, founded in Galway in 2007.  It 

currently offers more than 1500 free courses at certificate, diploma, and learning path levels across nine 

core subject categories. The certificate level courses require two to three hours of study while the more 

rigorous diploma level courses require ten to fifteen hours of study. 

 

BBC Bitesize is a free online study support resource designed to help with learning, revision and homework. 
It provides support for learners aged 5 to 16+ across a wide range of school subjects and also supports 
children and young people’s wellbeing. Bitesize guides are written by teachers and subject experts and are 
mapped to follow the curricula of the UK and the exam board specifications for the main exam boards in the 
UK, which includes National 4, National 5 & Highers in Scotland. 
 

In my quest to master German I have tried pretty much every home learning method under the sun. 

However, I have found my preferred option to be the free language training available through the app 

Duolingo. You can access it free through the web, or via Android or iOS. English speakers are able to learn 35 

different languages. 

 

John Gilligan, 1 April 2020. 
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