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The run up to the holidays is well and truly upon us.  We will be running flat out to get all the tasks completed before 
the bell on the 4th July. 
 

I am delighted to say we have our staffing sorted for next year and everyone is gearing up to meeting their new 
classes on Thursday 26th and Friday 27th June. The rationale behind this ensures that children have a smooth 
transition in August. As well as knowing who their teacher is, they learn the new routines for lining up etc. and have 
an opportunity to think about what the new year will hold.  Staff then are able to put a name to a face. They have 
read all the reports for their new class and will receive various documents detailing progress during the year as well 
as 1-1 discussions with the children’s current class teacher. We are delighted that our new members of staff will be 
joining us on the 26th June 2014. 
 

Staffing Session 2014-2015 
 

P1T        Miss Katie Letchford (Mon - Wed am) Ms Baxter (Wed pm – Friday) 
P1B  Mrs Sue Barnett 
P1/2 Miss Clarke 
P2B Mrs Kirsty Barnacle 
P2/3  Miss Kirsty Sandilands (new appointment) 
P3N Mrs Janey Nicol 
P3T Mrs Morrison/Mrs Smith 
P4T Ms Drummond (Mon/Tues) Mrs Becquemont (Wed to Friday) 
P4W Miss Mary Welsh (new appointment) 
P5C  Mrs Holly Clark (Miss McEwan gets married during the summer) 
P5/6  Mr Mark Woods 
P6S Miss Lorna Sleven 
P6V Miss Victoria O’Neil 
P7K Mrs Kirsty Greenwood 
P7N Mrs Julie Nisbet 
 

This of course means we say farewell to some of our substantive members of staff. Mrs Isobel Fyffe retired last week 
from her position of nursery nurse, Mrs Christine Thomson will retire at the start of the holidays and Mrs Linda 
Munro has the privilege of coming back for a few days at the start of next session before her retirement commences. 
We wish all members of staff a long and happy retirement.  
 

Children will be informed which class they are going into and their next class teacher on Friday 20th June 2014.  Mrs 
Debbie Mercer will be joining us as an additional Depute to increase our capacity to move the curriculum forward. 
Debbie comes with a wealth of experience and we are delighted she will be joining our team. 
 

Our Primary 1 children will join us on Thursday 26th June 2014 directly from the nursery and will be accompanied by 
either a nursery teacher or nursery nurse. On Friday 27th June 2014 we are asking parents to bring their child to 
school for an extra play in the P1 classroom, as detailed on the transition timetable. We will practise lining up and 
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you will be able to line up by your child at 0900hrs.  The infant doors will be open at 1130hrs for you to collect your 
child from their P1 classroom. Again children will be supported by regular nursery staff. New Primary 2 
parents/carers will be asked to wait for their child behind the cones… all will be revealed on Thursday. 
 

Primary 3 will move this session to the southside of the building and have the opportunity to play in the big 
playground if they chose. 
 

Baton Race 
 

The children all enjoyed watching the Baton Race yesterday. We are glad that the sun was shining.  It was lovely to 
see all the children line the streets to support the baton carriers. 
 

Topic review 
 

As part of our work on our Action Plan we have held sessions this month on evaluating the topics we currently offer 
the children and proposals for next session.  In the new session we will be looking further at the experiences and 
outcomes we cover through our social studies / science / technologies projects and ensure that they provide a 
cohesive progressive programme from nursery to P7 and so will be subject to change as the year goes on. We also 
require to ensure we have a wider range of topics that address the experiences and outcomes because of the 
composite classes within the school. This is common practice across many primary schools across Scotland. 
 

Sports Day 
 

Sports Day was a fantastic day and many thanks to all who helped to make the day a success.  We have had a 
request to review our sports day in order to increase the competitive nature of the day. We would appreciate your 
thoughts on this, so please complete the reply slip at the end of the newsletter. 
 

Dates for your diary 
 

We are trying to get ahead of the game for next session and enclose a breakdown of important dates for next 
session. We will try as best we can to stick to these dates and they will only be changed if no alternative can be 
struck. 
 

Improvement Plan for next session 
 

As you will imagine this is a large piece of work that due to continuing issues with staff shortage etc., is not quite 
completed. We look forward to sharing this with you before the end of term. 
 

Parent Council Meeting 
 

Thank you very much to the parents and carers who came to the Parent Council meeting. It was heartening to see so 
many people with a true desire to help the school improve the education we offer for your children. 
 

The first Parent Council meeting next session will be on Wednesday 27th August 2014 at 1900hrs all more than 
welcome 
 

 

Help Required 
 

We will be moving classrooms next Monday and Tuesday and would be grateful of some extra pairs of hands.  Please 
complete the reply form if you are able to help. 
 

Extra In-Service Day 
 

Scottish Government have agreed an extra In service day for primary schools next session. There is a lengthy process 
of consultation being undertaken but it looks likely that the extra In-service day may well be on Wednesday 20th 
August meaning our first day at school will be Thursday 21st August.  I will let you know by text and letter as soon as 
I receive confirmation of the date. 
 

New uniforms 
 

Hopefully you will have received your new uniforms if you ordered them last month. Orders can be made at the 
main office no later than 21st June 2014.   
 

Scooters 
Can I remind all parents / carers that if your child brings his/her scooter to school it is their responsibility to collect it 
at the end of the day.  School cannot be held responsible for any lost and stolen scooters.  Scooters should be parked 
at the start of the day and should not be used in the playground.  
 

School Milk 
 



Milk order forms should be in school no later than Friday 27th June 2014.  No orders will be accepted after this date. 
 

End of term 
 

The arrangements for the last day are slowly being put into place. The church service to say farewell to the P7s will 
be held at 9am.  The P7s will be leaving through their own door and walking round to the main entrance at 12.10 
sharp with all other children lining their way. Please ensure you are early to get a view! 
 

Nursery 
 

You should all by now have your appointments for your parent consultations if you have a child in our afternoon 
session. Unfortunately Ms Baxter is still unwell and will not be returning before the end of the holidays. The nursery 
will close for both am and pm sessions on Thursday 3rd July 2014. 
 
 

 
 
Headteacher 


