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Here we are, close to the October break already. We look forward to meeting with you this week to discuss your child’s progress 
so far. If you have not yet received your child’s appointment time then please give us a call. In the Learning log you will find this 
session your child’s self-reflection on their term’s learning. This will give you the opportunity to discuss their learning prior to 
coming to meet with their teacher. Your child’s jotters and work will be on display in their classroom for you to review prior to 
your appointment time. Please leave ample time to look at their work. Please remember that you have been allocated a 10 
minute slot and to make this as effective as possible please feel free to note down any specific areas for discussion in your 
child’s learning log. If you would like to continue your discussion with the class teacher after you allocated time please arrange 
for a telephone call or ask for an appointment to be made. 

 
 

Forthcoming Inspection 
In September we had a very useful visit from the three Quality Improvement Officers from East Lothian Council. They were in all 
classes and met with children and parents. This has shaped their report to Susan Gow, our Lead HIMe Inspector in the 
forthcoming inspection. Ms Gow was the Lead Inspector when the school was inspected last year and we look forward to 
sharing with her our progress.  As this is a shorter inspection there will not be time for a parents / carers group to meet her but 
Sharon Malcolm, our Parent Council Chair, will meet with her on Monday 26

th
 October 2015. Please feel free to email her with 

any comments on the parent council email  :  parentcouncil@cockenzie.elcschool.org.uk 
 
To provide a fuller opportunity for everyone to comment, post it notes will be available at the parent / carer / teacher 
consultations. i.e. – Pleased with, Please Stop and Please Start. This will allow you to post comments on things you are pleased 
with, things you would like to see started and things you would like to see stopped. This document will be discussed at Parent 
Council Meeting on the 20th October 2015. 
 

Developments 
This month we have had a visit from the trainer of Learning Zoo. They provided us with training on the In-service day and came 
back to see how we were implementing Reflective Reading.  Anne Glennie was very pleased with our approach and will return in 
November to review our progress further.  
 
As a staff we worked together to look at the reading tracker and we will need to return to this on the October In-Service day to 
finalise.  This week we started preparing for next term, ready to send you home the next termly update. Please complete the 
proforma at the end of this newsletter letting us know how you found this terms update and anything extra you would like to 
know about next term. 
 
Accelerated Reading has been down since the start of term and we hope to have it back up and running after the holidays. This 
is an authority issue and should be resolved soon. 

 
Parent Council 
The Parent Council meets once every six weeks approximately to discuss how we can improve our school. All parents and carers 
are very welcome to join us and be part of the discussions. The next meeting will be held in the staffroom on the 20th October 
and the 2 main topics for discussion will be the Parental Involvement Survey and the School Homework Policy.  Homework is 
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always a tricky one as parents have strong opposing views. Our policy will be available for collection on Monday and Thursday at 
Parent Consultations and on the website from next week. 
 
If you would like any particular policy discussed then please complete the form at the back of the newsletter. 
 
The Parent Council can discuss any general issue which effects all the children but not specific issues for one child.  If at any time 
you have an issue which you would like to discuss  about your child, or school in general, please feel free to make an 
appointment to see the class teacher, a DHT or myself. 
 
Reps for all year will be identified at the next Parent Council Meeting. 
 

Last month’s feedback from newsletters 
Last month the only request we received was for further information was a request to know more about where children were in 
maths. We have since addressed this with the maths trackers being sent home in your child’s learning logs. This will be updated 
as we go through the school year and children can track their new learning.  Please let us know if there is anything you would 
like next month. 
 

P6 School Camp     
There will be a meeting on Thursday 22nd October for P6 Camp from 1800hrs – 1930hrs.  More details will follow in a separate 
letter.  The cost will be around £220 and will be held in April 2016.  Financial assistance will be discussed on the evening. 
 

 

PTA Events 
The PTA will be holding various fun activities over the next few months. The PTA appreciate that many parents and carers are 
unable to come to the meetings but support the fundraising activities when they are taking place by either helping out or 
attending the event itself. 
 
PTA dates for your diary 
Halloween Disco – Friday 6th November 2015 
Christmas Fayre – Saturday 5th December 2015 
 

If you are able to help at either event please complete the response form. Please remember many hands make light work and if 
we get plenty volunteers then the slots to help out are shortened. Help is required to set up and take down decorations for the 
Halloween disco. 
 

 

Dress Down Day / Disco 
Thank you for supporting the dress down day and disco for the fireworks. We were able to raise £850.00. Well done to everyone 
who took part.  
 

 

School Photographer 
The school photographs went well and we got the proofs straight away. Please return all photograph money by 
Friday 9th October 2015 so we can get the order away.  Please make cheques payable to ‘Tempest 
Photography’. 
 

 
On- Line Payments 
Payments for trips and school milk can all be paid online at: 
www.eastlothian.gov.uk/payforit 

 
 

Forgotten Items 
Your child should come to school with everything they need for that day and/or after school activity. In order to relieve the 
pressure on the office, we will no longer make telephone calls home to request any items to be brought in during the school 
day. 
 

Attendance  
One of our full time member of the office team is allocated to checking the registers and investigating why children are not in 
school. Can I please remind you to phone the school as soon as possible clearly stating the reason why your child will not be at 
school. Remember if we do not hear from you and are unable to contact you then we are required to contact the attendance 
team in social work to say your child is missing. 
 
 

Head Lice 
It is essential that all parents/carers regularly check for outbreaks of head lice.  We no longer notify individual classes so please 
help us to reduce the number of infestations by checking your child’s hair regularly for lice and their eggs.  Treat it immediately 

http://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/payforit


to prevent them spreading. Advice about treatment can be obtained from local chemists or try this website: 
www.nits.net/bugbusting 
 
 
 

Lunch Money Reminder  
School lunches are £1.90.  Please remember to send the correct amount of lunch money to school in a purse or 
envelope marked with your child’s name and class. From time to time busy parents and carers forget to send in 
lunch money we would never see a child go hungry so in the first instance we will try to contact you and ask 
you to bring in the money or a packed lunch. If you cannot do this the child will receive a school lunch and you 
can send the money in the next day but we cannot do this if there are any previous unpaid meals. Please pay 
promptly as the school is held responsible for unpaid meals.  You can pre-pay school meals. Please put money 
in envelope with the child’s name and class and mark it ‘Dinner Money’. Remember you may be entitled to free school meals 
and/or a clothing grant you can get an application form from the Office. 
 
 

 

Health Promoting School Snacks and Packed Lunches  
We are a Health Promoting School and encourage healthy eating. Please support us by ensuring children’s snacks 
are not harmful to their health or teeth. Please remember P1 and P2 pupils receive free fruit three days a week 
which is paid for by the Scottish Government. The children may bring in a labelled water bottle so they can have 
access to water throughout the day. Please do not send glass bottles or fizzy drinks into school.  

 

 
Nut Free Zone   
Please remember that some children and adults can experience a severe reaction to nuts. Please do not send 
snacks containing nuts into school. 
  
 

No Dogs in the Playground Please  
Please remember that dogs are not allowed in the playground. We encourage dog owners to be responsible and not to tie them 
up and leave them unattended near the school entrance gates or the park gates. The Dog Warden is in regular contact with the 
school and would reinforce the above advice.   

 
Toys in School 

We would discourage children from bringing toys into school unless in 
connection with the children’s learning. Toys can easily become a source of 
disputes when children lose them or swap them with other children. We cannot 

take responsibility for the safe keeping of toys and ask that you support us with this. 
 

Scooters & Bikes 
Can you please remind your child that if they are coming to school on their bike or scooter that as soon as they arrive they must 
use the rack provided and not use them in the playground due to the amount of parents / carers  and children in the playground. 
 
 
 

Get your Newsletter emailed!  
We are trying our best to cut down on our paper usage. We also try to be sensible with the school 
budget! It would help us enormously if we could email the majority of our newsletters. If you 
would like your newsletters emailed to you please email us at the following address with your 
request - admin@cockenzie.elcschool.org.uk 

 
 

 

Successes and experiences offered in Term 1 
1st September 2015 - To  participate in African drumming workshop 
8

th
 September 2015 – P5 to visit Torness 

9th September 2015 - To learn about and watch the Avia Bike ride 
17

th
 September 2015 – P4 – To visit East Coast Organics  

30th September 2015 – To participate in football festival with cluster schools and visit the Battle of Prestonpans site 
To participate in a whole school homework task to identify our mission statement. 
 

Thank you 
 

 

Headteacher 

http://www.nits.net/bugbusting


Please complete relevant form and return to class teacher 
 
POLICIES – To be discussed at Parent Council Meeting 
 
I would like to discuss the following policy: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Parent Carer :  __________________________________   Pupil ___________________________ Class __________    
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
PTA 
 
 
Please complete if you are able to help the PTA 
 

I am able to help with Halloween Disco    Friday 6
th

 November   Yes / No 
 
I am able to help set up for the Halloween Disco Friday 6

th
 November  Yes/ No 

 
I am able to tidy up after       Yes / No 
 
 
Name ________________________________________________  Telephone No. ___________________________________ 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
CHANGE TO CONTACT DETAILS – (Please only complete what has changed) 
 

 
Child’s Name _____________________________   Class ________________ 
 
 Address______________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone No. __________________________________________________ 
 
Mobile No.  (Mum) _______________________________________________ 
 
Mobile No. (Dad) ________________________________________________ 
 
Email address __________________________________________________ 
 
Emergency Contact _______________________________________________ 
 
Signature ____________________________________  Date _____________  



Dates for your Diary – Please check on line diary for any updates 
 

 

WEEK 
BEGINNING 
 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

5 October  
 
 
 
 
 
Parent 
Consultation  
1600hrs – 1900hrs 

P4 Swimming 
 
Certain P7s 
Hockey 

P6 & P6/7 
Rugby Festival – 
Longniddry  

P7 from P6/7 
Exercise Safe 
Haven  
 
P4 Rugby  
 
Parent 
Consultation  
1600hrs – 1900hrs 

Church Service 
– P4 Harvest 
0915hrs – 
Parents 
Welcome to 
attend 

12 October HOLIDAY 
 
 
 

HOLIDAY HOLIDAY HOLIDAY HOLIDAY 

19 October IN-SERVICE DAY 3 
 
 
 

P4 Swimming 
 
 
Parent Council 
Meeting 1900hrs 
-2100hrs 

Nursery Coffee 
Morning – 
Learning Stories 

P4 Rugby Festival  

 

26 October P4 Badminton 
 
 
HMIe Inspection 

P4 Swimming 
 
 
HMIe Inspection 

 
 
 
HMIe Inspection 
 
 

  
 
 
 

2 November  P4 Swimming P2 Giraffe’s 
can’t dance 
Workshop 
 
 

P4 Seabird Centre  
 
 
PTA Halloween 
Disco 

9 November  P4 Swimming  Childline Assembly 
 
 
 
P6 & P7 PLHS Open 
Evening 

 

16 November  P4 Swimming 
Childline School 
Service Workshop 
 
 
P4 Badminton 

   

23 November P3 Gymnastics 
 

P4 Panto Parent Council 
1900hrs – 
2100hrs 

 P3 St Andrew’s 
Assembly 

30 November P6 & P7 Brunton 
Cinderella 

PTA Meeting P1-P3 Panto  SATURDAY 5TH 
PTA SCHOOL 
FAYRE 

 


