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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
As daylight hours are beginning to disappear and we enter autumn the children have begun to 
look out for the visual changes that will take place in the nursery garden and school grounds.  
As part of our learning we will take regular walks around the school grounds to help recognise 
and stimulate conversation about the changes.  The children will record the weather to 
highlight the changes in the weather in autumn too.  We will also look at how we will keep safe 
as the evenings and morning become darker.  In literacy we have a focus on Julia Donaldson 
stories as many of her books lend themselves to this particular time of year. 
 
Do you have a special interest or are knowledgeable in any of the areas above or have an 
activity or craft idea you want to share?  If you do then please let us know as we would be 
delighted to have you in to share your knowledge and enhance the learning taking place. 
 

Holiday 
 
A wee reminder that we will be on holiday from Friday 14th October and 
the children will resume on Tuesday 25th October. 

Halloween 
 
We will be participating in Halloween fun and activities which will end 
with a party on Monday 31st October.   
 
Your child can dress up for the party and we will have the usual 
Halloween party games and maybe some spooky dancing!   
 
If your child has any fears that we should be aware of please let a 
member of staff know so we can avoid causing them any distress. 

Autumn 
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Children In Need 
 
This year nursery will be fundraising for Children In Need.  The 
children will be selling Pudsey and Blush ears week beginning Monday 
14th November.  Ears will cost £2.50 and will be available to buy at 
morning and afternoon drop off times only.  
 
Not all children will be able to sell the ears but will have an 
opportunity to participate in this type of activity at other times in 
the year. 
 
The theme for the 2016 celebration is ‘Spotacular’ so we are inviting 
nursery children to “come spotty” to nursery on the mornings of 
Thursday 17th and Friday 18th of November for a donation to our 
Pudsey fundraising. 

Pick Up 
 
We appreciate that nursery is busy at pick up time but ask that once 
you take your child from gather you keep them beside you at all times 
and do not let them run out of nursery on their own.   
 
Nursery staff on doors are concerned by the number of children who 
attempt to run out unattended and their job whilst there, is to ensure 
that the children are leaving with their appropriate adult.  
 
Once you have left nursery you are free to let your child run ahead of 
you if you wish but it is part of our responsibility to ensure that 
children leave safely. 
 
We tend to know most of the parents/carers who pick up children 
from nursery but there are occasions when someone new appears to 
pick up a child and we usually expect it as the main parent/carer has 
informed us if it will be someone different.   
 
If we have not been informed of a change of person or the person 
who comes to pick up a child is not named on the sign in sheet we will 
not let the person take the child until WE have phoned the 
parent/carer using our contact information to get permission. We 
have done so on many occasions as our job is to safeguard the 
children in our care.  Yes it can be embarrassing for us and the person 
picking up the child but we err on the side of caution.  
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Housekeeping 
 

Morning children are now participating in gym lessons with Mrs Jeffrey 
and should be provided with gyms shoes.  Gym day is a Monday. 
 
We also ask that you name ALL items of clothing that your child wears 
to nursery so that we can return them to the correct person.  Please 
come and borrow one of our permanent markers if you do not have one 
at home. 
 
 
Play on Pedals 
 

Play on Pedals will now take place on Thursday mornings after the 
October break and we still require volunteers to help.  Anyone 
interested in helping out should speak to Karyn Pollard or Fiona 
McNeill. 
  
Snails 
 

We are looking for volunteers to take our nursery snails home for the 
October holiday.  They are easy to look after and will come with care 
instruction.  Please speak to a member of staff if you want more 
information. 
 

 
Can you sew? 
 

One of the areas we would like to develop this year is our “Story 
Sacks”.  Story sacks contain a book and items to retell or enhance the 
story and will be leant out to take home.  We have a number of story 
sacks we wish to develop but need story sack bags made to hold the 
items, if you would like to help us please speak to Fiona McNeil for 
further information. 

Mud Kitchen 
 

Our mud kitchen requires some utensils for making mud pies, soup etc 
and we wondered if you could help.  Do you have any old utensils, sieves, 
spoons, ice cream scoops that you no longer require and would be willing 
to donate?  All donations will be welcomed by staff and children. 

 
School Photos 
 

The school photographs went well and we got the proofs straight away. 
Please return all photograph money by Wednesday 26th October so 
we can get the order away. Please make cheques payable to ‘Tempest 
Photography’.  
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Learning About Harvest 
 

As we learned about harvest we investigated crops such as wheat, 
barley and oats.   We used a coffee grinder to grind the wheat into 
flour and used it to bake bread.   
 

Health and Wellbeing 
 
Annette visited us in nursery to tell us why it’s important to brush our 
teeth.                  
 
She brought along a friend so that she could show us how to brush our 
teeth and we got to lend a hand.   
 
We all got new toothbrushes and will begin to brush our teeth in nursery 
after the October break. 
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