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February already?  

Doesn’t time march on at such a fast rate? It is great to see that the evenings and mornings are beginning to get lighter but the 
weather remains unpredictable. The mid-term break starts on Friday and we hope the weather improves by then.  
 

What’s been happening! 

It is lovely to feel part of a community and this was demonstrated twice last month. The bake sale put a smile on everyone’s face 
as we were inundated with fantastic baking and enjoyed the effort of all your hard work. The total amount raised for the 50th 
Anniversary was £359.00. A huge thank you to all the parents who came in to help sell the goodies and all of you who baked or 
gave money to your child to purchase some items. 
 

Cockenzie's 50th Birthday 

The Action Team are planning lots of exciting events to help celebrate the school's Special Birthday.  
We hope to hold a week of special activities at the end of June (so our current P7s can be part of 
the celebrations).  This will include an exhibition of photos (of the school, pupils and staff) through 

the decades, an Open Day and the burying of a Time Capsule that can be opened in 2067 when the 
school will be 100 years old.  We also hope to design and produce some memorabilia of this special 
occasion too. You will hear more about this special event in the forthcoming weeks and months.  

 

P7 Football 

The P7 football team were victorious last week and came home with the Douglas Allan Trophy.  This is the first time in 36 years 
Cockenzie has won the trophy so here’s hoping that our standard remains high.  I commented to Vanda how well supported the 
team were as many parents and relatives came to cheer them on.  This was noticeable as some of the other teams had no family 
support. The triumph of the team would not be possible without the dedication and commitment of Vanda Dow, our parent 
coach. We all very much appreciate all your effort and hard work. 

 

 

Scots Poetry Recital 
Congratulations to Amy – P7T who was the successful winner of the Port Seton Burns Club Award. For her recital of To a Mouse, 
Amy was awarded a Shield and a book of poems by Burns. Our other school winners were: 
 

Rosie  - P1T 
Jamie – P2W 
Laurie – P3D 
Gracie – P4T 
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Gabriella – P5T  
Chloe – P6T 
 

Well done to all the runners up and everyone who worked hard to recite their poem.  

 

 
 

John Bellany Day Centre 
Ollie (P1B) was the winner of our John Bellany Day Centre competition.  Ollie’s designed an eye-catching illustration of the sun 
rising over the horizon. His winning design will feature on all letters and correspondence from the Day Centre.  Ollie and the 
runner-ups visited the day centre where they were each given a very generous prize. 
 

Family Support Worker 
Natalie Moir has been appointed as Family Support Worker for the Prestonpans cluster and will be spending a Tuesday at 

Cockenzie.  The post is funded by Support From the Start and will focus on helping families with children 
between 0 and 8 years old in a variety of different ways.  Natalie is composing an information leaflet 
about her role and these will be distributed soon.  
 

A  note from Natalie ……… 
I am delighted to be taking on the new role of Family Worker with the Preston, Seton and Gosford area. 
 

My education background is in Nutrition BSc (Hons) from Queen Margaret University and MSc in Public 
Health from Glasgow Caledonian University. 
 

I have worked in East Lothian for three years in various roles; Community Nutrition, Youth Work, Health 
and Wellbeing within nursery and primary schools.   I have also manage a variety of successful and 

family centred projects. 
 

I have a passion for working in the community setting and I am committed to strengthening families and in helping improve the 
health and wellbeing of children and their family members. 
 

A key part of my role will be to help build confidence, raise self-esteem and increase parental involvement in school and nursery 
to improve learning. I aim to ensure that the support and advice offered to families is shaped by their needs and priorities to 
help link up with the fantastic networks already in place. I am currently investigating similar family initiatives in other parts of 
Scotland with the hope of adapting and launching them in East Lothian. 
 

You said we did 
Thank you for notifying us about the dangers posed with the school carpark gate being unlocked at the start and end of the day. 
We now lock the gate between 8.30 and 9.00am and again between 3.00pm and 3.30pm. 
 

Natalie Moir, our new Family Worker has been out and about in the playground gathering your views.  Some area for 
development identified have been: 
 

 Finish painting the P1 playground 

 Look at the buddy bench- needs some tlc. 
 

These items will be on our improvement plan next session: 
 

 Road Safety: Refresh the children’s knowledge on road safety (kids on scooters bikes not looking properly and due to 
the congestion at pick up and drop off times it sometimes makes crossing the road difficult) 

 One parent suggested that we get a group of parent volunteers to raise awareness about parking and road safety in the 
morning and afternoon. 

 

A request for better Curriculum Information  - Can I ask parents to complete the suggestion box at the end of the newsletter or 
email into school with how you feel we could deliver this better.  We will look at this during our planning meetings for next 
session. 
 



Teach parents about what their child is doing in maths and literacy more than once a year  -Again please see the attached with 
the comment above.  Please bear in mind that teachers have a tight contract and work many hours over their paid time.  I would 
require balancing their working time agreement next session to facilitate any changes. 
 

We have acted upon this request in the past and developed various strategies to keep you informed and are happy to provide 
more in a meaningful way. Please send us your ideas and we will discuss at the next Parent Council Meeting. 
 

Lunch club in the holidays - Natalie will take this forward in her role. 
 

More for kids to do after school Low cost /free - Natalie will be taking this forward 
 

Active school club to start after school at 15:15pm not 16:00pm – Again Natalie is meeting Paul Lavery to take this forward. 
 

Homework club - We will be looking at this when we discuss the pupil equity funding coming to schools in April 2017. By 
completing your child’s homework with them you do get a chance to see the type of work being undertaken in class. 
 

Extended capacity of After School Club - We will meet the after school club again to look at how they can expand their 
provision.  
 

 a ents’ Night 
Parents’ night for this term will be held on Tuesday 28

th
 March and Thursday 30

th
 March.  Please return your 

requested time as soon as possible and your appointment letter will be sent out after the holidays.  
 

Please note that Nursery will hold Parent Consultations on different dates.  Dates are being coordinated by 
the nursery so please add your name to the appointment sheets on the nursery wall. 
 

 

 

 

Contact Details - Did you get a new mobile for Christmas 
Could you please ensure that the school office has up to date contact telephone numbers and emergency contact details. Many 

thanks. 
 

Allergies  
It was brought to our attention that although we communicate regularly about no nuts in home baking or 
snacks we have children with other allergies in the school. We would be very grateful if all parents would 
refrain from using cherries in baking or in snacks as a pupil has a confirmed allergy and we must safeguard all 
our children.  Thank you 
 

 

 
 

Health and Well Being  
We have been reviewing the amount and quality of snacks that children are bringing into school. This has been drawn to our 
attention as we work towards the school being a litter free playground and children are having their snack in class. 
 

It is of great concern the number of children who are bringing very unhealthy snacks. The amount of chocolate and sweets 
consumed is staggering. In a climate of child obesity dramatically on the rise we will be intervening and running a healthy snacks 
only campaign from   after the Feb break to the Easter holidays. ( in the first instance ) 
 

We would ask that you send your child into school with either fruit or healthy snack such as cereal bars, oatcakes etc. 
 

Did you know Smoking in Car Legislation is now in!  
WHAT does this mean - With the recent changes in legislation from the 5th December 2016, smoking in 
a vehicle carrying anyone under the age of 18 years old is now banned.  The purpose of this change is 
to focus on protecting children from Second-hand Smoke while travelling in a vehicle.  Second-hand 
Smoke levels in a vehicle can be extremely high (10x stronger) due to the confined space.  Anyone who 
lights up a cigarette in a vehicle may be faced with a penalty fine of up to £100.   
 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 
See Attached Sheet – please continue to check on line diary for any updates. 
 

 

 

Jacqui MacKinnon 
Headteacher 



 

A request for better Curriculum Information   

 

 

What could we do better :  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How best can we show parents what their child is doing in maths and literacy : 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


