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Health Minister celebrates start of construction 
on £70m East Lothian Community Hospital
Health Secretary Shona Robison MSP visited the Roodlands site on 
19 January to mark the official start of works on the new £70 million 
East Lothian Community Hospital.

The programme of works will see a modern and 
purpose-built hospital developed on the existing 
Roodlands site in Haddington, helping improve 
the quality of care for people in East Lothian. 

Cabinet Secretary for Health, Wellbeing and Sport, 
Shona Robison, said: “This is an important step 
forward for the community in East Lothian, and 
with work now underway we are a step closer to 
seeing this vital new facility become a reality.

The Scottish Government is investing over £2 
billion in Scotland’s health infrastructure between 
2013 -14 and 2017-18. Our investment in these 
new facilities will help us to achieve our ambition 
of transforming the way health and social care 
services are delivered, keeping NHS Scotland  
at the forefront of delivering world-class care.

David Small, Chief Officer, East Lothian Health and 
Social Care Partnership, said: “This is an extremely 
exciting time for the communities of East Lothian 
and is a significant development in delivering 
joined-up health and social care service through 
the East Lothian Health and Social Care Partnership. 

The new facilities will see a return of some services 
to East Lothian with an increase of 60 percent of 
patient beds. Having been shaped with the help  
of our patients, this project will allow our staff to 
continue to provide a safe, effective healthcare  
and rehabilitation.

Throughout the extensive planning process  
we listened to what mattered most to people  
and with the invaluable input of the community, 
patients and their families, Third Sector 

organisations and staff we will have a facility  
we can be proud of.”

The redevelopment of the hospital site is being 
undertaken in partnership with Hub South East 
Scotland Ltd. and Morrison Construction. 

The construction work is anticipated to be 
complete by 2019. 



Construction Update 
Since October 2016 the first phase of the North 
Car Park and associated Haldane Avenue and 
Alderston Road remodelling has been moving 
forward at pace. The weather has been kind and 
progress has been good and it is anticipated that 
the car park will be opened in February this year. 
Access to the Hospital will at this point be via 
Alderston Road.

The construction works will then switch to the 
second phase which will start with the demolition 
of East Fortune House, the Physiotherapy building 
and Ward 3. This phase will see the construction 
of the new outpatients department and will take 
approximately one year to build. During this 
period Hospital Road will be upgraded including 
the introduction of Temporary Traffic Restriction 
Orders. Construction traffic will be mostly using 
Hospital Road to access the works with parking 
for workers created within the hospital grounds.

Arts & Therapeautics in hospital 
An art curator has now been appointed to 
support the provision and strategy for the arts 
within the hospital and on the external grounds.  
Arabella Harvey will work with our Construction 
and Design team to ensure we get an exciting 
programme of works for the East Lothian 
Community Hospital.

Getting Involved 
We are holding an afternoon tea on Thursday 
23rd February 2017 between 3.00pm – 4.30pm 
at Roodlands Hospital, Dining Hall. Local 
residents and anyone who has previously 
requested involvement are welcome.  

This event is an opportunity to come along and 
get an up to the minute project update and look 
at images and plans for construction.   

The project team will be present and would be 
happy to talk through any detail with attendees.

A further public event is being planned in March 
and details of the date and venue will be published. 

Community Engagement 
Morrison Construction are keen to ensure that 
where it is possible they offer opportunities to  
the local population. Samantha Lomond, Project 
Skills Co-ordinator is working on a variety of 
schemes to promote these across the region. 

Some of the programmes she is working on  
are listed below:- 

• Employability workshops at North Berwick, 
Musselburgh & Haddington High Schools 

• Delivering SQA Employability and Constructions 
Award (SCQFL4) at Dunbar High School 

• STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Maths) at Loretto High School 

• GO Forth Challenge at Elphinstone and 
Stenton Primary School

• Safety Sam (Health & Safety presentations)  
at Haddington Infants’ Primary School

• A design project at Knox Academy 
• Work experience for 2 pupils from Knox 

Academy at Keppie Design Architects
• Community Initiatives: Morrison donated top 

soil to Blooming Haddington
• Future working partnerships with: The Bridge 

(Musselburgh), East Lothian Works (East 
Lothian Council), Strive (Maybury), the Ridge 
(Dunbar) to support social initiatives through 
workshops, career talks and work placements

• Working with East Lothian Park Rangers on  
a variety of environmental projects, linking  
with schools.
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Project Team 
David Small, Chief Officer 
East Lothian Health and Social Care Partnership 
NHS Lothian

Andrew Milne, Project Director 
Major Hub Initiatives, Capital Planning 
NHS Lothian

Miriam Anderson, Programme Manager 
Major Hub Initiatives, Capital Planning 
NHS Lothian

Marjo van Wessel, Clinical Lead Advisor 
Major Hub Initiatives, Capital Planning 
NHS Lothian

Lorraine Cowan, Group Services Manager/ 
Chief Nurse 
East Lothian Health and Social Care Partnership 
NHS Lothian

Steve Shon, Senior Projects Manager 
Major Hub Initiatives, Capital Planning 
NHS Lothian

Ron Finlay 
Major Hub Initiatives, Capital Planning 
NHS Lothian

Laura M Turnbull, Project Officer 
Major Hub Initiatives, Capital Planning 
NHS Lothian

Arabella Harvey 
Arts Curator

Chris Grimshaw, Senior Project Manager 
Morrison Construction

Involving You
Dates for further Patient and Public Participation will  
be publicised once the business case is approved. 

How to make contact with the project team  
working on the Hospital:

Postal address:
Miriam Anderson  
Programme Manager 
Major Hub Initiatives  
NHS Lothian Capital Planning 
Astley Ainslie Hospital 
133 Grange Loan Edinburgh EH9 2HL 

Email: miriam.anderson@nhslothian.scot.nhs.uk

Phone: 0131 446 4347 

Project website: www.nhslothian.scot.nhs.uk/elch
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