
 

Closing the attainment gap at 

Cockenzie Primary School—a joint 

venture between education and 

Speech and Language Therapy  

♦Staff have been trained in 

how to implement the 

Bronze Award resources—

visual timetables,       

classroom environmental 

labels and whole school 

labels. 

 

♦This promotes an            

inclusive communication 

environment in the    

nursery and school. 

 

♦Supports children with a 

wide range of additional 

support needs. 

 

♦Working towards having a 

more consistent use of 

visual supports      

throughout the school. 
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Since November 2018, Cockenzie Primary School and NHS East Lothian 

Speech and Language Therapy have been taking part in a  project as part 

of Pupil Equity Funding (PEF), looking at the communication skills of all 

of the P1 and P2 children, aiming to target the underlying skills that     

support children’s literacy development.  It is hoped that the project will 

help to raise attainment of children in the early years.  The Speech and 

Language Therapist has been in the school 1.5 days per week.   

 

The P1 and P2 children have had their language and phonological    

awareness skills (early literacy skills) assessed as part of this.  They will 

also be assessed at the end of the project, to gather data about the       

impact of the interventions implemented. 

 

All staff have received training in the Visual Supports Project and are cur-

rently working towards their Bronze Level accreditation.  The Zones of 

Regulation and Oral Storytelling approaches have been embedded into 

practice in all of the P1 and P2 classes. 

 

Introducing the Visual Supports with visual        

timetables and labelling areas around the school 

has had a really positive impact.   

 

Visual Timetable 

Visual Supports 

Project 

Visual timetables 

in our classrooms 

help us to under-

stand what we are 

learning each day. this helps a lot so 

children are not 

stressed about 

‘what next’. 

helpful tool, useful for chil-

dren who especially like 

structure to know what will 

happen before it occurs. 
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Social/emotional  

development  

Oral storytelling 
The oral storytelling ap-

proach was chosen to help 

the children develop their 

vocabulary and storytelling 

skills, which are important 

for literacy development.   

Familiar fairytales have been  

chosen to start with, to help 

embed the approach.  The 

children hear lots of repeti-

tions of the story, with practice of new and interesting vocabulary, 

then have opportunities to  re-tell the story.   

 

It has been great to see the children becoming more confident story-

tellers, using longer sentences and the new vocabulary that has been                

introduced.  The children have loved using the puppets to help act 

out the stories and loved putting on plays of The Three Little Pigs! 

Next Steps in the  

Project until December 2019 

♦ Expanding the Visual       

Supports Project throughout 

the school 

♦ Expanding The Zones of 

Regulation approach to be 

used in all classrooms 

♦ Continuing with Oral story-

telling to help children       

develop their vocabulary and 

storytelling skills 

♦ Working with P7 buddies to 

teach them strategies to 

support the P1 children’s  

language development 

The school identified that the children’s social/emotional  

development was a priority for the project.  The Zones of  

Regulation approach encourages children to label how they 

are feeling and expand their emotional vocabulary, and puts 

these emotions into 4 zones—BLUE, GREEN, YELLOW, 

RED.  We have also been working on toolboxes for each 

class, with ideas of what children can do to  get back to the 

green zone, and feel more calm, and getting the children to 

think about the size of their problems, i.e. Small/medium/

big. 

 

Teachers have reported that children are talking more about 

how they are feeling and are using the language of the    

Zones throughout the day.  Comments from the children 

have included; 

 

 

 

 

 

Feedback has a l s o been gathered from 

families about the wider impact of the approach.  70% 

of parents reported that they had heard about the approach, 

with 67% of families commenting that their children were 

talking about their  feelings more at home.  It’s been great to 

read about these tools being used at home;  

“Taking himself away to his own space when he is feeling in 

the red zone.” 

I like the faces 

I liked learning 

about the differ-

ent feelings. 

When we learned 

about tiny prob-

lems and big  

problems. 

Please contact the Speech and Language Department on:                    

0131 446 4136 if would like further information about how you can 

use your Pupil Eq uity Funding in your school with us.  


