
 

 

 

 

 

Hello to you all 
 

As we come to the end of 2020, we wanted to say a huge thank you to all the children at Cockenzie Primary 
School and Nursery for being absolutely brilliant.  The children have adapted so well and they should be 
very proud of themselves.   
 

We are sure you will also agree that the staff deserve a huge thank you for everything they have done to 
ensure the children are safe, achieving and happy.  
 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who have supported us in what has been, and 

continues to be, very challenging times. Your co-operation and understanding has been much appreciated 

in what has been a very difficult year for us all.  As we leave 2020 and enter into 2021, let’s hope a better 

year awaits. 

 

Absence - SchoolPay 
 

If you have ordered a school lunch for your child and your child is absent that day, 
then please ensure that you cancel your child’s school lunch order on Schoolpay.  This ensures no wastage 
of food and ensures that you do not get charged for that day.  Thank you for your co-operation in this 
matter. 
 

Staff News 
 

Mrs Blevins, our P4C teacher, retires next week.  On behalf of all the staff, we would like 
to say thank you to Mrs Blevins for her dedication and commitment to the teaching 
profession over many years and for making a difference to the lives of so many children.  
We all wish Mrs Blevins a long and very happy retirement.  Miss McGuire has been 
appointed as class teacher and will take up her full time post in P4C on January 6th 2021.  
 
Mrs Robertson, our classroom assistant, is moving on to pastures new and we thank her for her hard work 
at Cockenzie Primary and wish her the very best. 
 
Miss Sleven will return from Maternity leave on February 22nd 2021, in a part time role in P5A.  Miss Lyon 
will teach the class full time until Miss Sleven returns.  
 
I am pleased to tell you that we now have a new school crossing patroller at the Main Road just at the 
corner of the church.  We welcome Mrs Baillie-Whyte to her new post. 
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Class News / End of term update 
 

P1 have worked so hard learning all of their sounds and have now started reading books 
which they have tackled with a very positive attitude.  We have been very curious about 
our day and night context for learning and have enjoyed using information books to find 
out more about the sun, moon and stars. Our Nativity preparations are underway and we 
look forward to sharing this with our P1 parents and carers.   
 
P2 have worked so hard this term. They have been very excited exploring different 
materials through the context of The Lighthouse Keeper's Lunch. They have been really 
positive when learning their new sounds and have developed confidence with their 
reading and writing. They have been counting in patterns up to 100 and have been really 
successful at completing missing subtraction questions. We can't wait to come back in 
the New Year and continue our learning!  
 
In P3 we are continuing our context of Scotland. On St. Andrew's Day we learned about 
our patron saint and made saltire flags to decorate our rooms. Mrs McLeod, the art 
teacher helped the children to create these wonderful kilts too.  
 
 

 
P4 have been enjoying learning all about the Romans this term. We have been curious about what life was like 
in Roman Britain, we have been successful in creating our own Roman buildings in art, and have been positive 
when information or words were tricky to learn! We have also been learning all about 3D Shape in Maths, and 
can confidently describe a variety of 3D shapes and their properties. In addition, we have also been developing 
our skills in imaginative writing, and learning all about different features which help to make our writing exciting 
and interesting to the reader. 

 
This term P5 have studied the water cycle, we looked into the changing states of water 
and why it is important for water to be clean.  We have also focused on telling the time 
and working out time durations using 12 and 24 hour time, during this we have looked 
at both analogue and digital clocks. 
 
We have also carried out a topic called “A Christmas Miracle”, in which we have 

reflected on the meaning of Christmas, what is important at this time of year, and thought about difficulties 
people face at this time of year, focusing particularly on issues surrounding equality and poverty.  Primary 5 
have written some fantastic poems this term about kindness and Christmas, they have carefully selected their 
vocabulary and thought about the form each poem takes. 
 
P6 have been working very hard to be successful individuals. They have loved learning about WWII and the 
Homefront and through this they produced some wonderful pieces of diary writing. Both P6 classes should feel 
very proud of themselves for showing resilience and positivity even though our learning environment has been 
different. Well done to you all and have a wonderful Christmas and a well deserved break.  
 
P7 have been working hard on learning about democracy in the UK. We have tied this into our learning about 
the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, and equality, diversity and inclusion. We have developed our 
understanding of place value and time and are continuing to enjoy learning about Malorie Blackman. Mr Backe 
and Miss Hay would like to wish all of our parents and carers a very merry and safe Christmas. See you in the 
New Year! 

 
  



Christmas at CPS 
 

 
  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christmas Doors / Cards 
 

Like last year, in order to reduce the numbers of Christmas cards being sent (as we are an ECO school), we 
send Christmas messages to each other in a different way.  Last year it was Christmas trees, this year it’s 
Christmas Doors! 
 
Every class has been very creative and sent Christmas messages to each other in different ways.  

 
 
 Christmas Lunches / Parties 

 

The children have really enjoyed their Christmas 
lunches this week and are having great fun at their 

parties. 
 
A big thank you to our Kitchen staff for the fabulous Christmas dinner. 
 

 
Christmas Jumper Day/Panto 
 

We enjoyed our virtual trip to the panto, Rapunzel, last Friday.  Thank 
you to the Brunton Theatre for the great show online and to our PTA for 
the popcorn.  Next week we enjoy our second virtual visit to the panto, 
Jack & the Beanstalk. 
 

 
PTA News 
 

A huge thank you to the PTA for funding playground resources for each class.  The 
children chose what they wanted and the order is in!  Hopefully everything will arrive 

for the start of the new term in January.  
 
We would also like to say thank you to our PTA for organising the Virtual Christmas Fayre - £619.50 was 
raised! Thank you for your generosity and to the PTA for all their hard work arranging this virtual event.  
 



PE  
 

Please ensure that your child has suitable indoor gym shoes/trainers for PE. 
 
 
  

Poppy Appeal 
 

We received a thank you certificate from Poppy Scotland for 
raising £217.13.  Thank you to Primary 6 for organising and to 
all those who donated. 
 
 

 

 
Nursery 
 

The children in the nursery have enjoyed learning about the nativity story this term and retelling 
the story together.  The children have been doing lots of learning related to Christmas, including 
learning about the calendar, pattern and Christmas craft.  The nursery team are very excited for 
their Christmas party on Monday.     

 
 
Reporting Absence  
 

If your child is unable to attend school, please call that morning as early as possible to let us 
know on 01875 811327 (Option 1).  Please phone this number and leave a message giving 
your child’s name, class and the reason for absence.   
 
 

Contacting Us 
 

A reminder, like always, that if you would like to contact us, please email 
admin@cockenzie.elcschool.org.uk and your email will be passed on to the appropriate member 
of staff.  Please ensure that you inform us by telephone or email if your child has any 
appointments and requires to be collected from school during the school day or is coming in late 
due to an appointment.   

 
 
And finally…  
 

On behalf of all the staff at Cockenzie Primary School and Nursery, we would like to wish you all a 

very peaceful Christmas and a Happy New Year.  The school and nursery will close at normal 
time on Tuesday 22nd December and we will reopen on Wednesday 6th January. 
 
Thank you 
 

                    
Ms L Banks Mrs N O’Connor Mr S Stitt 
Headteacher Depute Headteacher Depute Headteacher (Acting) 
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