
 
  

Message from Ms Banks:  
 

I would like to say a massive thank you to Mrs Muir, who retires today after working 20 

years at Cockenzie Primary.  Mrs Muir will be missed and I know you will join with me in 

wishing her all the very best in her retirement.  
 

We are advertising for a new Business Admin Assistant but it will be end of October before 

anyone is likely to start.  In the meantime we have 2 supply Business Admin Assistants who will be in 

the office on a part time basis only.  Please bear with us during this period as some things will take longer to deal 

with.  
 

Good Luck Mrs Muir.  Enjoy your retirement!  
 

Extra Holiday   
 

Monday 24th October is now a holiday.  An extra day has been granted due to the Queen’s funeral falling on the 
September weekend.  Tuesday 25th October is an In-service day so Nursery to Primary 7 children will return on 
Wednesday 26th October. A reminder that the last day of this term is Friday 14th October.  
 

Individual & Family Photos 
 

Photograph proofs and ordering instructions from Tempest will be sent home in school bags 
today.  You will see that all orders should be made online via Tempest www.tempest-
orders.co.uk by entering your reference number and making your photo selection.    

To ensure you receive free delivery back to the school, please ensure that any orders are placed by 
Sunday 9th October.  Orders placed after this date will incur postage & packaging charges to your home 
address. 
 

Parent/Carer Consultations  
 

These will take place on Tuesday 11th October and Thursday 13th October, 4pm – 7pm in school.  Emails have 
been sent explaining how to book a time slot.  Please ensure you follow the instructions.  We look forward to 
seeing you all in the school then.   
 

Staffing 
 

Miss Connelly, our Early Years Practitioner, will be moving on next term to Windygoul, where she will begin her 
new promoted post of Senior Early Years Practitioner.   Thank you to Miss Connelly for her hard work here and 
we all wish her the very best in her new post.  
 

 

Mrs Leask is joining our team this week as an Additional Support Needs auxiliary on a temporary basis.  Mrs 
Wilkie joins the nursery team too as Early Years Support Worker. 
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Transition into Primary One 2022 
 

Many thanks to all our P1 parents/carers who recently provided us with such valuable feedback on our Journey 

into Primary One project.   

 

We have been delighted to receive such positive and encouraging feedback on the success of this and 

appreciate having an insight into how we are doing and whether we are getting it right for your child.  

 

We are also really thankful for the suggestions on how we can improve when planning for transition and will 

take this on board for our next cohort of Primary One learners. 

 

Here is a snapshot of some of the statements made by our Primary One families. 

 
 

The Early Years Team at Cockenzie are so wonderful! Every day they have a welcoming smile. I know we 

can e-mail them or find them in the playground. 

 

Would have forgotten some of the information and had to sift through e-mails so personally feel 

handouts are handy, not obsolete yet! 

 

Coming into the school last week was a great opportunity to spend time in the class, meet the teacher 

and see what the children have been working on already. The transition project has been fantastic and 

a huge credit to you all for the hard work put in to make it the success it was. Thank you! 

 

There are not enough words to describe how fantastic the team at Cockenzie are.  The teachers and 

Miss Murray’s presence in in the playgrounds come rain or shine is not unnoticed and so appreciated. 

 

We have been impressed with the school and staff’s work regarding the transition and the first few 

weeks of school.  It is clear that the staff have helped the children settle so well as the majority appear 

to be so happy going into school! My child is loving everything about school and happy going every day 

and full of stories at home time. 

 
 
 
 



School Houses 
 

Our Primary 1s and new children to the school have all been allocated to one of our school 
Houses: Gosford, Hailes, Seton and Winton. Pupils are able to earn 'House Tokens' for being 
curious, positive, successful or respectful and contribute to their House's total points.  Each 
month the pupils in the winning House will take part in a small reward which has 
been decided by our learners and House Captains. 

 

PALS 
 

We are so excited to be starting up Pupils as Leaders (P.A.Ls) again this term. These groups provide an 
opportunity for our pupils to develop leadership skills and share their views. All pupils in the school will be 
learning together in School House teams across stages: P1 and 2, P3 and 4 and P5 - 7.   In our P.A.Ls teams we 
will be exploring the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and how we can help create a fairer and more equal 
planet.  This links in with our learning about, for and through Rights Respecting Schools.  If you would like to 
explore more about the 17 SDGs follow this link https://sdgs.un.org/goals.  

 
Message from Parent Council Chairs  
 

Hello, we're Louise and Morven, the new co-chairs of the Parent Council.  We've taken over from Claire and 

Marie, who have done a fantastic job over the past 3 years. 
 

The Parent Council is a group led by parents, working with the school, to support and help to improve aspects of 

the school. Recently, we've done a lot of work to improve the outdoor spaces, making the areas greener and 

brightening them up. 
 

Everyone is welcome to attend meetings and find out what we're all about. 

We're looking forward to seeing what the next year brings! 

 

Message from Parent Teacher Association (PTA)  
 

The PTA AGM will take place on Tuesday 4th October 2022 at 7pm at the Thorntree Inn.  
 

The agenda is as follows – Attendees/Apologies/Resignations/Re confirmation of current roles 
New Appointments/Financials/Amount Raised 2021/2022/ Current Bank Balance/AOB  
 

The PTA needs volunteers.  Without the PTA, events such as the Halloween Party, Christmas Fayre 
would not happen. Pop along if you can.  
 
 
PTA Halloween Discos 
 

The Cockenzie PTA is holding Halloween Discos on Tuesday 25th October in the Royal British Legion. 
 

 P1-3   6.00pm – 7.15pm 

 P4-7   7.30pm – 8.45pm  
 

Tickets cost £4 and are available from the PTA.   
 

If you would like a ticket for your child please email admin@cpspta.co.uk for tickets 

and advise the following:  

 Childs Name and Class  

 Whether you are attending / helping  

 Contact number for emergency  
 

Please note that adults must also pick up their child/ren as no child will be allowed to leave without an adult 

collecting them.  Thank you to the PTA for organising these fundraising events for our school.  It is much 

appreciated. Again, please email admin@cpspta.co.uk for tickets /queries and not the school. 
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Nursery 
 

The nursery children have had a very busy month, harvesting their crops from the nursery 
garden.  The children have enjoyed collecting potatoes, beetroot, carrots, apples and pears and 
then using these to make dishes for snack.  Our fig tree has also provided a great opportunity to try 

a new food, with mixed success.  We are still nurturing our pumpkins, which were kindly donated as seedings 
from Cockenzie in Bloom.  The children have been measuring the growth of 
the pumpkins and recording their findings.   
 
We have also had book week with a focus on Julia Donaldson books.  The 
children listened to a number of different stories and then had the chance 
to vote for their favourite.  Monkey Puzzle was the overall winner.   
 

 
 
 

Reporting Absence   
If your child is unable to attend school/nursery, please call that morning as early as possible to let 
us know on 01875 811327 (Option 1).  Please phone this number and leave a message giving your 
child’s name, class and the reason for absence.  If you have not advised us of your child’s absence 
by 9.00 am on day 1 of an absence, we will contact you by phone to establish the reason for the 
absence.   

  

 

 

Diary Dates  
Tuesday 4th October 2022 – PTA AGM (7pm, Thorntree Inn) 

Tuesday 11th and Thursday 13th October 2022 – Parent/Carer Consultations 

Friday 14th October 2022 – Last day of term  

Monday 24th October 2022 – Holiday  

Tuesday 25th October 2022 – In-Service Day 

Tuesday 25th October 2022 - PTA Halloween Discos (Royal British Legion) 

Wednesday 26th October – School and nursery reopens  

 
 

 

 

 

Contacting Us  
A reminder, like always, that if you would like to contact us, please email  

admin@cockenzie.elcschool.org.uk and your email will be passed on to the appropriate member of 

staff.   

 

Please ensure that you inform us by telephone or email if your child has any appointments and requires to be 

collected from school during the school day or is coming in late due to an appointment.  Thank you  

  
         

Ms L Banks 

Headteacher        


