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To report a pupil’s absence – call 01875 811327 and press ‘1’ to leave message
admin@cockenzie.elcschool.org.uk
https://www.edubuzz.org/cockenzie/ https://twitter.com/CockenziePS

Message from Ms Banks:
Hello everyone 
Wow! What a happy place school and nursery is. There is such a
positive vibe around. It is so very good to have whole school assemblies
again and the children really love being back together again.

There is a real sense of community. I know there are many people excited
about Cockenzie and Port Seton Gala which takes place on Saturday 28 May.
This is the first Gala since 2019. I very much look forward to seeing many of
you on Saturday.

I also would like to share with how very proud I am of our P7 learners who
visited the Scottish Parliament this week. The classes travelled by public bus
and walked through Holyrood Park to the parliament building. The learners
met some MSPs who commented on how positive and enthusiastic the
learners were, with one MSP stating that the
learners were ‘great standard bearers and
advocates’ for Cockenzie Primary School. Well
done P7. 

Our Growing Garden continues to flourish and
the radishes and lettuces are sprouting. Peas,
spring onions and carrots are on their way!

Staffing
Mrs Borthwick, our fabulous Additional Support Needs Auxiliary, is retiring after 32 years in Cockenzie Primary
School. Mrs Borthwick has supported hundreds of learners throughout her many years here and will be missed
greatly by the children, staff and parents/carers. On behalf of everyone in the school community, I would like to
thank Mrs Borthwick…for everything.
Mrs Wright, our temporary classroom assistant (funded by Scottish Government), will be starting her Post
Graduate Diploma in Education (PGDE) at Edinburgh University to become a primary school teacher. We are all
thrilled for Miss Wright and wish her the very best in her new career.
Mrs Baggs, our Scottish Government funded, temporary Additional Support Needs Auxiliary, has been successful
in gaining a permanent contract in another East Lothian school. Good luck Mrs Baggs.
Thank you to both Mrs Wright and Mrs Baggs for their hard work.

Parents Portal
Coming Soon… Parents Portal.
Parents Portal is a new way for parents of primary and secondary pupils to securely access information on their
children, interact with their schools and easily access other school service.
By using a single login, parents will be able to update their own details, update their children’s details (by the
main parental contact), report absences, access SchoolPay and much more.
Cockenzie Primary School will shortly be launching the service for parents, with instructions on how to
register. More details will be available soon.

Cockenzie and Port Seton Jubilee Celebrations
A reminder that school and nursery will be closed on Friday 3 June 2022 for the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee. There are many events happening in Cockenzie and Port Seton over this
weekend and the programme for these events is included in the email. Jubilee
commemorative coins will be given to each child at the school and nursery in June.

Reporting to Parents/Carers
End of session reports will be issued later in June.

Future Leaders
In this term, the second cohort of P6 pupils will be participating in the Future
Leaders programme, where they will be delivering fitness sessions to P4
pupils during break time. The programme is organised by Active Schools
and aims to teach leadership skills to Young People across East Lothian
and build the foundations of a leadership pathway through school and
beyond. The Programme is designed to develop transferable skills for
young leaders and enable other children to be more active and
participate in a variety of fun games and activities.

P2 Spring Show
Well done to all the P2 learners for a wonderful performance. The video of the Spring Show was
shared on the P2 Google classrooms and we hope the parents/carers of P2 children enjoyed it.

Wider Achievements
Thank you to all those who let us know about what clubs, etc your child is part of and sharing
their great achievements, however small. Please continue to let us know about your child’s
achievements.

Sports Day (P1-P7) – Tuesday 14th June (weather
permitting)/Nursery – Wednesday 15th June
In consultation with the House and Vice Captains, as well as the Cockenzie
Learners’ Group (our Pupil Council), Sports Day will be held on Tuesday 14th June as
follows:
P5-P7 classes will be out on the field, 1030 – 1130hrs (approx.) for races, with P1-P4 out at 1330 – 1430hrs.
The great news is that you are all invited to cheer everyone on.
Please note, in case of bad weather, the reserve day will be Tuesday 21st June.
Nursery will have their sports day on Wednesday 15th June, 1345 – 1445hrs and again, you are invited to come
along. The back-up day will be Wednesday 22nd June (at the same time in case of bad weather).

Nursery
In the nursery the children have been following our ten caterpillars through their
lifecycle. They watched as the caterpillars grew bigger, formed a chrysalis and then
transformed into butterflies. The children then had the chance to release the butterflies
into the nursery garden. Next we are going to look at which kinds of plants will attract
bees and butterflies so that we can create a wild garden for them.
The transition to Primary 1 has begun for our older children. The children had the
opportunity to attend the P1 and P2 assembly, where we enjoyed listening to their spring songs. Some of the
groups have already visited the school office, infant corridor and toilets with the remaining groups visiting
soon. Our next visit will be to play in the Early Years playground. Our new transition teddy bear will accompany
us on our visits before moving on to Primary 1 with the children in August.
All the Nursery into P1 transition information is on our blog:
P1 Transition – Cockenzie Primary School Nursery (edubuzz.org)
We are looking forward to celebrating the Jubilee and we plan to watch clips of the coronation and investigate
how people celebrated that event. We will then be making crowns and bunting to use at our own street party.
We would like to thank the Management Committee at the Port Seton Centre who donated a large amount of
equipment to our nursery for which we are very grateful. We received books, gardening shed, tool kit, large
bean bags, bike helmets were amongst the items we were gifted. Thank you 
As stated above, Nursery will have their sports day on Wednesday 15th June, 1345 – 1445hrs and you are
invited to come along to cheer everyone on the school playing field. The back-up day will be Wednesday 22nd
June (at the same time in case of bad weather).

Termly Highlights/Term 4 Planner
Primary 1 have been fantastic safety spotters and have been able to identify a number of
dangers and spot how we can stay safe in these situations. The children particularly loved our
casualty role play as they learned how to seek help in an emergency situation.
To celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee, P1 will be learning about who the Queen is and where she
lives. The children will create their own crown and imagine what it is like to live in a palace.

Primary 2 have loved learning all about spring and enjoyed performing in our Spring Show.
We have recently started learning all about our community and are curious to find out more
about Cockenzie and Port Seton.
Early Years Nurture Group – learners in this group have been enjoying looking at minibeasts,
snails and practising our gentle hands with living things. We look forward to baking and
making crowns ready for a Jubilee tea party.
This term Primary 3 are going to be learning about Money in Maths, adding totals and giving
change up to £5, using the correct symbols. In Literacy we will be learning about summarising a
text. We will be preparing a talk about our achievements to present to the class. Our topic for
this term will be Farm to Fork looking into local areas, discussing the features of a balanced
diet and planning healthy meals. Following on to inheritance learning about genetic
information and how it can been seen in the body shape, colour of hair and eyes.
For the Jubilee, we are going to be having an outdoor 'tea party' altogether. We will have
snacks and drinks outside on a blanket, having a discussion about the Jubilee. In class we will
discuss the Jubilee to gain some understanding of its importance to Britain.

Primary 4 learners have been learning all about non-renewable and renewable sources of
energy and investigating why renewable sources are so important, especially in relation to
climate change. We will also be learning about electricity and carrying out simple experiments
to understand how electricity is generated. For the Queen’s Jubilee, P4 will be comparing life
in the 1950s to life now.

Primary 5 learners have been enjoying looking after and harvesting our trees. We have been
enthusiastic about our class novel Flour Babies, where we have been discussing stereotypes.
We have been preparing and planning for the arrival of our Flour Babies and can’t wait to learn
about the responsibilities of parenting. To celebrate the Jubilee we will be learning about life in
the 1950s, comparing it to life now. We hope to teach our Flour Babies some dances and
songs.
This term in Primary 6 our context for learning is Planet Power. We are looking at
renewable energy, conservation and land use. We will be writing persuasive letters to the
council with ideas on what should be done with the land where Cockenzie Power Station once
was and using Article 12, that highlights that children have a right to have their views
considered and taken seriously, to make our arguments. To celebrate the Queens Jubilee, we
will be making a timeline of the Queen's life and reign, working on our research skills. We will
also be creating a party planning menu for the Queen, working out the costs of the menu to
link in with our teaching and learning of Money in maths.

Primary 7 learners have been continuing their learning all about Democracy and the
Government. We thoroughly enjoyed visiting the Community Centre on Election Day where we
got to speak to different members of the community and hear about what political party they
supported. We are now in the midst of creating our own political parties and we were very
excited to visit the Scottish Parliament. To celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee, P7 are going to
create special art work.

P7 Transition / Key Dates
Our P7 learners are coming into their last few weeks at Cockenzie Primary School.
There is a page on our school blog with key dates and letters issued:
https://www.edubuzz.org/cockenzie/p7-to-plhs-transition/

Dog Fouling Issue (a message from The Community Council and the school)
Cockenzie Primary is not alone in suffering from dog fouling on school grounds. The local community has dog
mess causing an issue on its pathways, grassy areas, beaches and parks.
Irresponsible dog owners who do not clean up after their dog are behaving anti-socially and putting the health
and well-being of other members of the community at risk. It’s clear from discussions on this topic that the
school and local community thinks enough is enough!
We would urge you to report incidents of witnessed dog fouling. This can be done anonymously and will be
investigated. You need to provide information on the name and description of the dog owner, dog type and
description, location of where the dog usually fouls and the time of day it usually takes place. Community
Wardens can issue an on the spot fine of £80 if an owner is caught allowing dog fouling without lifting it.
Report online
https://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/forms/form/10218/en/dog_fouling
Phone 01620 827 827
Working together our community could continue to be dog friendly and aim to be poo free how amazing would that be!
Dog poo
On your shoe
It doesn’t matter what you do
It hangs around
It follows you
Dog poo
On your shoe

School Class Photographs
Class photo proof/order forms were delivered by pupil post at the start of last week.
Orders can be placed either online directly with Tempest or ordered via the school.
Any orders being placed via the school should in by tomorrow, Friday 27th May at
0930hrs. Any order received after this date will be returned to you.

Dates for your diary
2021-22
Friday 3rd June:
Tuesday 14th June
Wednesday 15th June
Tuesday 21st June:
Friday 1st July:

Jubilee Holiday
P1-P7 Sports Day
Nursery Sports Day
PTA End of Term Parties
Last day of term

2022-23
Monday 15th August:
Tuesday 16th August:
Wednesday 17th August:

In-Service Day 1
In-Service Day 2
Pupils Resume

Contacting Us
A reminder, like always, that if you would like to contact us, please email
admin@cockenzie.elcschool.org.uk and your email will be passed on to the appropriate member
of staff. Please ensure that you inform us by telephone or email if your child has any
appointments and requires to be collected from school during the school day or is coming in
late due to an appointment.

Thank you

Ms L Banks
Headteacher

