
NEWSLETTER

COCKENZIE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Nursery to  P1 Transition

Dear Parents and Carers,

Starting P1 is an important milestone in a child’s life and a big step for parents 
and carers too. We are really excited to welcome you all to our school and are 
looking forward to working in partnership with you over the coming weeks, 
months and years. I want to reassure you that our school staff will be available to 
support you and your child on their journey into Primary One and beyond. 

Lisa Murray, DHT, Early Years

‘The Most Magnificent Thing’

No. 1 – May 2022

’The Most Magnificent Thing’ is a lovely story about a 
girl who wants to build something magnificent and tries over 
and over again to create her invention until it is perfect.  
Along the way, she learns a thing or two about the 
importance of friendship and working together!

‘The Thing Lou Couldn’t Do’ is an award-winning story 
which follows Lou and her friends on BRAVE adventures. 
They run FASTER than airplanes. They build MIGHTY 
fortresses. They rescue WILD animals. But one day, Lou’s 
friend has an idea which involves climbing trees.  This is 
something new. Lou has never climbed a tree before, and 
she is sure she can’t do this.

This story explores themes such as perseverance, facing your 
fears and giving things a try! 

All children starting Primary One in August 2022, will be invited to take part in ‘Our Journey to P1’ 
Transition Project. The project will have a Literacy focus and will be based on two books by Ashley 
Spires, ‘The Most Magnificent Thing’ and ‘The Thing Lou Couldn’t do’. The stories are about creativity, 
determination and building resilience.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UM8oN4yzJqw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WLdAXyZ7_iQ


Nursery Focus: Our project will begin in May with our transition visits to the 
Early Years’ classrooms with staff reading ‘The Most Magnificent Thing’ to the 
children.  All children will be invited to visit the Primary One classrooms with 
our Early Years Team to join in stories and fun activities relating to this theme. 
It is hoped that the children will be able to talk about the story, predict what 
will happen next, learn new vocabulary words, talk about their own 
experiences in relation to the story and generally get creative. Children from 
our partner Nurseries will also be invited to attend these sessions with a 
parent/carer.

Primary 1 Focus:  The project will continue over the summer holidays and 
into the first few weeks of P1. Class teachers will revisit ‘The Most 
Magnificent Thing’ and introduce the class to another Ashley Spires book, 
‘The Thing Lou Couldn’t Do’. This story will help the children to explore all the 
amazing new experiences and challenges that Primary One will bring.  The 
class teachers will encourage the children to focus on friendship and working 
together to overcome new challenges. Just like being in Primary One!

Parent and Carer Involvement: Transition sessions are a valuable 
opportunity to get to know the teachers and to make new friends. You may 
also like to get involved and wish to read the stories at home with your child 
or you could watch the story being read on You Tube: 

Here are the links:   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UM8oN4yzJqw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WLdAXyZ7_iQ

Families will also be encouraged to join in our home learning challenge which 
will be to …. create the Most Magnificent Thing!  Information and resources 
for this will be shared at our ‘Welcome to Cockenzie’ parent/carer
information event on Wednesday the 15th June 2022.  

Nursery Blog Information:  We have created a page on our Nursery blog 
which we will keep up to date with all relevant documents, communications 
and information (including useful links such as clothing grant/free school milk 
application process). Click below for further details:  
https://www.edubuzz.org/cockenzienursery/?page_id=5680

Paperwork/Documentation: You will find enclosed with this newsletter 
documentation (including a PC1 form and Photo/Video consent form) for completion 

and return to the Nursery as soon as possible. This will allow us to ensure that 
we hold the most up to date contact information for your child starting in P1.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UM8oN4yzJqw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WLdAXyZ7_iQ
https://www.edubuzz.org/cockenzienursery/?page_id=5680


Calendar of Events: Below you will find a calendar of key events we have planned for all of our 
children, including those who are moving on to another school for Primary One. If your child will not 
be attending Cockenzie Primary School for Primary One, they will still be included in our transition 
programme as we want to ensure all our children are prepared for the year to come.

All of the events that we have planned are in line with current Scottish Government guidance relating 
to COVID -19. If the guidance were to change however, the planned programme of events may need 
to be amended to ensure that we are following up to date guidance. 

Date Time Event Who Staff

May/
June 2022

Various
dates 
and 

times

Informal visits to Early Years areas where 
we will follow Nursery Bear on his 
journey into Primary One.

Nursery Bear will:

• Look around Early Years area, 
cloakroom and where we will keep our 
packed lunches

• Visit the Early Years’ toilets
• Visit the Primary One playground
• Get to know our lovely office staff –

where you will be looked after should 
you need any help with anything

Nursery 
Children

Lisa Murray

P1 Teachers

Nursery 
Staff

Monday 6th -
Friday 10th

June 2022

Details 
to 

follow

• Stories and activities in P1 classes with 
their teacher 

• Join our Early Years Assemblies on 
Friday

Nursery 
Children

Lisa Murray

P1 Teachers

Nursery 
Staff

Wednesday 
15th June 
2022

Details 
to 

follow

‘Welcome to Cockenzie’  Parent/Carer
Information Talk 
Home learning challenge shared
P1 Mini Handbook shared

Parents/
Carers Only

Lynda 
Banks

Lisa Murray

Thursday 30th

June 2022
Times/
details 

to 
follow

‘Teddy Bears Picnic’
Farewell to Nursery Bear as he starts his 
journey to Primary One

All Nursery 
Children and 
Parents/Carers

Transition to Primary One - Key Dates

Please do not hesitate to get in touch by contacting me through our school email address: 
admin@cockenzie.elcschool.org.uk if you have any questions or queries about transition and I will be 
happy to help.

Best wishes,
Lisa Murray and the Early Years Team

mailto:admin@cockenzie.elcschool.org.uk

