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New Team Member 
 
The ICT team would like to 
welcome Shirley Lawson, 
who will be replacing 
Elizabeth Cowan as 
Education Support Officer 
(ICT and ASN).  Shirley will 
be with us initially until 
July 2010. She is keen to 
get started and will be 
attending cluster meetings 
in the coming months to 
introduce herself and to 
make contact with schools. 
Shirley’s contact details 
are:  
slawson@eastlothian.gov.uk 

01620 827108 

 
 

 

 

 
Hello, I am Shirley Lawson 
and have taken over the 
post that Elizabeth Cowan 
held as Education Officer 
ICT.  
 
My working background 
has varied from Sports 
Marketing executive for 
The New York Times 
Company in Connecticut 
where I lived for seven 
years to Development 
Manager for a social 
enterprise based in 
Craigmillar to primary 
teaching.  This career 
move for me is an exciting 

one and focuses in on my 
main area of educational 
interest – the use of 
technology to help all pupils 
fulfil their potential within 
the Curriculum for 
Excellence. 
 
I live in Dunbar with my two 
teenage children. I enjoy all 
sports especially cycling, 
squash and golf. Often I can 
be found in the sea at 
Belhaven Beach attempting 
to surf but to date, not much 
progress!   
 
I am sharing an office with 
David Gilmour, please pop in 
and say hello. 
 
 

Guitar Hero – The 

Beatle Rockband 

 

 
 
The Beatles Rockband game 
for the Xbox 360 is now 
available.  It is compatible 
with the current Guitar Hero 
kit provided to schools last 
session.  We are unable to 
provide the game centrally 
but schools can purchase it 
individually.  It can be 
ordered directly from a shop 
or an online site and does 
not need to be ordered 
through IT.  It could offer an 
alternative theme for this 
session’s Guitar Hero 
project. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



Keep pupils on their toes using 

ICT 

 

An effective way to keep everyone 
focussed and prepared to give an 
answer can be found on 
www.classtools.net 
 
Prepare this in advance.  Click on 
Random Name Picker and the fruit 
machine will appear.  Click on Edit 
words and type in your pupils’ 
names.  You can save this as a 
stand-alone HTML file so it’s there for 
everyday use.  To do this click on the 
blue square floppy disk icon at the 
bottom right of the page.   Save it to 
your Desktop. 
 
A variation on the lollypop sticks out 
the cup, this Formative Assessment 
tool really engages the class. The 
novelty does not wear 
off…..guaranteed!  Once chosen to 
answer a question, a pupil’s name 
can be taken off by clicking on 
Remove.  (This does not affect the 
saved HTML version on the desktop.)  
The Typewriter version is good too 
but does not give you the option to 
remove the name after it’s selected.  
 

 
 

 
 

And at the end of the lesson click on 
Countdown Timer  (just above) 
Random Name Picker to display a 
variety of timers that will countdown 
to zero accompanied by a catchy 
tune.  Great for tidying up at the end 
of the day! 
 

Glow Refresh Announced 

 
An exciting Glow Refresh, announced 
this month, will add new features 
including new themes, blogs and 
wikis. The new features, a response 
to user feedback from around 
Scotland, will start with new themes 
planned for Summer 2010. The blog 
and wiki services are at the early 
planning stage. The full 
announcement from LTS is here: 
http://bit.ly/glowrefresh 
 
Edubuzz "Google Applications for 

Education" 

 
By the time this is issued, all 
secondaries will have logins for all 
students. Over 9000 accounts have 
now been created, with over 1000 in 
active use. Although the main use 
will be for email, this system also 
provides excellent support for day-
to-day collaborative work. Multiple 
students, for example, can work 
together simultaneously on 
documents or presentations in or out 
of school. If you're interested in 
using Google Apps with your class, 
getting a login yourself, or just 
finding out more please contact 
David Gilmour. There are more 
examples of how teachers world-
wide are using Google Apps with 
their classes here: 
http://edu.googleapps.com/   
 
Google Apps: Now with Folder 
Sharing 
Up till now, Google Apps let you 
easily share individual documents or 
presentations with collaborators - but 
your folders were private. That has 
now changed, and you can share a 
folder of documents just as easily. 
Details of how to do it are here: 
http://bit.ly/googlefoldersharing 
 
TIP: To use your Wordle in other places, 
use PrintScreen to copy your screen, and 
then paste it into Paint and use cut to 
extract the Wordle box. 
 

 
 
 



 

Horses for Courses: 

Choosing on-line learning tools in East Lothian schools 
 
First East Lothian had the Edubuzz.org 
blog publishing system. Then along 
came Glow, Scotland’s schools network. 
And now – as if that wasn’t enough - 
we’ve now added an Edubuzz “Google 
Applications for Education” system. How 
do this lot fit together? Will they all 
continue? If you’re struggling to make 
sense of it all, read on: this note is for 
you. 
 
Before looking at the tools, let’s look at 
the way the world is changing. ICT in 
schools used to centre on the 
computers, and the programs we 
installed. That’s all changed; access to 
network resources like search engines, 
web sites and communication and 
collaboration tools is now more 
important. The web is no longer just a 
place we go to read things; we also now 
expect to contribute. 
 
Glow 

 
Enabling schools to prepare students for 
this world was the reason for Glow. By 
providing a national system, free to 
councils, it aimed for learner equity. 
Glow provides a toolset for learning, 
communication and collaboration. But it 
had to be acceptable to all, so is 
conservative in its design. It doesn’t, for 
example, include easy web publishing. 
Popular features include web 
conferencing, free access to high-quality 
subscription sites and national staff 
networking via Glow Groups. 
 
We’ll support you if you want to explore 
Glow and use it with your classes. 
Accounts are available for all staff and 
students, and it’s being used in most 
schools. 
 
Edubuzz blogs 

 
Our Edubuzz blog system started with 
an attempt to improve sharing between 
schools and learners in East Lothian, and 
has grown to become a leading 
education web publishing system. It’s 

easy to use, yet powerful, and has been 
adopted by almost all schools. 
 
Where Glow is private, Edubuzz blogs 
are on the public Internet. That world 
audience can be important in engaging 
students with authentic tasks. They’re 
also interactive so allow schools to open 
up new dialogues with parents, students 
and others worldwide. 
 
Glow is being refreshed to include blogs, 
but planning for that is just starting. 
Meantime, Edubuzz blogs fill the gap. 
 
Google Applications 

 
Glow’s email system 
wasn’t ready in time for 
cessation of Edukit, and 
didn’t meet some 
secondary needs. The 

contingency plan, an Edubuzz “Google 
Applications for Education” system, 
successfully met school needs at no 
cost. 
 
It soon became clear that its other 
components, Sites, Calendar and 
Documents, enabled introduction of 
new, highly engaging, forms of 
collaborative learning activities. 

• Documents: enable students to 
collaborate simultaneously on 
word-processing documents, 
presentations or spreadsheets in 
or out of school 

• Calendars: create and share 
multiple calendars and track 
tasks 

• Sites: create attractive private or 
public web sites in minutes, and 
easily embed documents, 
interactive forms, videos etc. 

Experience has shown these to be very 
popular, not least because ease of use is 
excellent. Staff logins are available on 
request. 
 

 
 
 



Using Glow in East Lothian – 
By Shirley Lawson 

 
My primary 4 class at East Linton Primary 
School linked up to Athlestaneford Primary 
School on a number of occasions through 
Glow Meet.  Pupils prepared a list of 
questions which could be answered ‘live’ on 
screen and also asked other questions which 
had to be researched then answered at the 
next session.  Topics covered in the joint 
learning venture varied from gathering 
information about each other, their 
respective schools and communities, project 
work, and feeding back on activities such as 
East Linton’s visit to school camp, running a 
Health week café, a school daytrip to Dunbar 
and sports days.  We looked at each others 
websites and posted comments which further 
generated questions at future sessions. 
 
I worked with Gill Bissoonauth, the P3/4/5 
teacher to set up these linked lessons.  There 
were intermittent technical problems but the 
learning experience was worthwhile on many 
levels and met the CfE outcome TCH 1-04a 
“I explore and experiment with the features 
and functions of computer technology and I 

can use what I learn to support and enhance 

my learning in different contexts”. 

 
At the end of term my class were 
disappointed the school were not holding it’s 
annual talent competition. By chance I 
noticed there was one being held nationally 
on Glow.  I put the website up on the 
interactive whiteboard and the pupils had to 
problem solve how we could enter for it.  
They worked through the whole process 
logically - emailing an initial enquiry, waiting 
for the New Mail icon to appear on the IWB, 
registering group acts, setting up the 
‘studio’, practising their performances, 
creating signage and plotting on a map of 
Scotland the locations of the other entrants. 
On the day acts were given immediate 
feedback from a panel of 3 judges who 
appeared on the screen.  Other schools were 
able to type in their comments as the act 
was underway which meant all pupils could 
be involved reading the audience input.  The 
entertainment and educational value was 
huge.   
 

BrainPOP UK is the new, 
highly engaging website 
which contains hundreds of 
animated explanations and 

interactive quizzes suitable for primary and 
secondary schools covering concepts from 
across the curriculum. All the movies on the 
web site have been made in response to 

questions received from pupils so why not 
challenge your pupils to email  
Tim and Moby a question that could result in 
a movie being made. New movies are being 
added all the time, just go to 
www.brainpop.co.uk   
 
FREE Resources 
  
Microsoft Songsmith now free to UK 
teachers - To celebrate the first anniversary 
of the UK Innovative Teachers Network, 
Microsoft Labs Songsmith is now available as 
a free download from the Innovative 
Teachers website. 
http://uk.innovativeeteachers.com Further 
information can be found on the Innovative 
Teachers Blog: 
http://blogs.msdn.com/teachers  
  
Edubuzz Blogs Are Growing 
 
The Edubuzz blog system, with well over 
1000 blogs, has been filling its 300GB 
storage space. During the October week, the 
move to a larger 1TB server was started, 
which will offer more storage space and 
improved performance. Testing is now under 
way, and it is hoped to change over within 
the next week. 
 
Live Video Streaming with Twitcam 
 
Students at Musselburgh Grammar 
suggested streaming their pre-break 
"Rocktober" concert live on the web, and 
MGStv was born. The Twitcam video 
streaming service made it an easy 3-step 
process. Not only do you get an instant live 
streaming site for your audience, but they 
can interact, via Twitter, and share their 
feedback during the event. All you need is a 
webcam and microphone. 
 
The video, together with the live audience 
feedback, is stored for replay later so your 
video can become a future learning resource. 
MGStv plan to use it to stream future 
performance events. Watch Rocktober at 
http://twitcam.com/user/mgstv 
 
Make Your Own Word Clouds with 
Wordle.net 

 
Unless you've been living under a stone 
recently, you'll have seen word clouds 
popping up on web sites and presentations 
everywhere. They offer a fun new way of 
viewing the relative popularity of words in 
stories, presentations and poems, and 
teachers are finding lots of classroom uses. 
Just go to http://wordle.net, click Create and 
paste your text in the box to make your own. 



 

SOME CPD COURSES THAT YOU MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN 

 
GETTING TO KNOW EDUBUZZ – all from 4.00 – 6.00 at Knox Academy 
 
ECS287b on Thursday 18 November, or ECS287c on Tuesday 2 February designed for staff 
interested in using East Lothian’s Edubuzz Wordpress web publishing system to improve teaching 
and learning. 
   
 
SCRAN CPD Training Sessions - all from 4.15 – 5.45 at Knox Academy 
 
ECS261        2 December        Maths & Numeracy  
ECS262 12 January RME  
ECS263 10 February Sciences  
ECS264 11 March Social Studies  
ECS265 27 April  Technologies 
 
Scran is the award-winning learning images website, containing over 360,000 copyright cleared 
images, sound files and video clips for use in the creation of learning & teaching materials. 
www.scran.ac.uk  
 
 
EDUBUZZ USERS GROUP – all from 4.00 – 6.00 the venue to be arranged 
 
ECS289b on Monday 18 January or ECS289c on Thursday 29 April designed for 
staff interested in using East Lothian's Edubuzz WordPress web publishing system to improve 
teaching and learning 
 
PROMETHEAN ACTIVINSPIRE ROADSHOW 
 
ECS280 on Thursday 19 November from 4.15 – 5.45 in Knox Academy or ECS281 on Friday 12 
March from 1.30-3.00 at Knox Academy designed for all staff. 
 
PROMETHEAN ACTIVEXPRESSION 

 
ECS282 on Wednesday 20 January from 4.15-5.45 the venue to be confirmed this course is 
designed for teaching staff. 
 
PROMETHEAN USER GROUP 
 
ECS283 on Tuesday 10 November from 4.00-6.15 at Knox Academy, designed for staff that have 
an Interactive Whiteboard in their classrooms and are interested in finding out how other teachers 
are using their boards and software. 
 
 
To book your place on any of the above courses contact the staff development team on  
staffdevecs@eastlothian.gov.uk.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Promethean Boards 
 
Promethean has issued letters to some schools offering warranty cover 
for Interactive Whiteboards.  The scope of the warranty is covered with 
Adventi.  If you have received a letter and would like to discuss this with 
a member of the team please get in touch. 


