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Welcome back to East Lothian 

Literacy News. We hope you found 

our first issue informative and 

helpful in keeping up to date with 

news and literacy developments 

across the authority and further 

afield.   

 

E a s t  L o t h i a n  L i t e r a c y  

S t r a t e g y   

 

Welcome to Liz Herd (Inclusion and 

Equality Officer) who is now 

coordinating the sub group 

considering pupils with severe and 

complex needs, including dyslexia.  

Welcome also to Jill Wareham 

(Head Teacher, East Linton Primary 

School) who has joined the Primary 

Sub-group.    

 

In the last few weeks, the four sub-

groups responsible for specific 

areas of the strategy have been 

working to complete their action 

plans for the session.  Now the 

Nursery/Early Years Group, the 

Primary Group the Secondary Group 

and the Severe and Complex Needs 

Group are beginning to work on 

these.  There will be a meeting of 

the full Literacy Strategy Group 

late in November when we will be 

discussing how the plans are 

progressing.  An article later in this 

newsletter contains details of how 

East Lothian is working with the 

Scottish Book Trust to develop a 

Book Backpack for pre-school 

children. 

 

 

 

CPD COURSES YOU MIGHT LIKE 

TO ENROL FOR 

 

SOCIAL STORIES WORKSHOP: 

USING STORIES TO SUPPORT 

CHILDREN WITH AUTISTIC SPECTRUM 

DISORDER 

ECS294 - Wednesday 3 February - 

4.00-6.00 

Large Meeting Room, John Muir 

House 

Designed for:  Staff in Primary and 

Secondary Schools 

 

LANGUAGE AND MATHS 

ECS311 - Tuesday 2 February - 

4.00-5.30 

Conference Rooms 1+2, John Muir 

House 

Designed for:  Infant and Early 

Primary School 

 

BOOKSTART BACKPACK 

TRAINING 

ECS310 - Friday 15 January  - 1.00-

4.00 

St Gabriel’s Primary School 

Designed for - All staff in nurseries 

 

ACTIVE LEARNING IN LITERACY 

THROUGHOUT THE PRIMARY 

YEARS  

ECS220 - Wednesday 2 December - 

4.00-5.30 

Innerwick Primary School 

Designed for:  Primary Class 

Teachers and Primary Support 

Staff 

 

To book your place contact the 

Staff Development Team on 
staffdevelopment.ecs@eastlothian.gov.uk  
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Jolly Phonics – Interactive fun! 
John Dagger (Gullane Primary School) 

 

Having spent the last two years teaching Primary 

6 and 7, I have moved back down the school and 

am teaching a very enthusiastic Primary 1 class.  I 

spent many an hour preparing for the class over 

the summer, including making my own flipcharts 

using ActivPrimary to cover the first three sounds 

in the Jolly Phonics scheme, which we use at 

Gullane.  I was quite pleased with my work and was 

raring to get started when I stumbled upon the 

Jolly Phonics Interactive software installed on my 

class laptop.  Suddenly my homemade flipcharts 

didn’t seem quite as good as I had thought!   

 

Jolly Phonics Interactive is a brilliant piece of 

software, which introduces each sound in a fun 

and engaging way.   

First, sounds are recapped and then the new sound 

is introduced using the same picture from the big-

book and hard backed books.  Phonic (the 

computer) reads a story about the sound to the 

children, and then the class can listen to the Jolly 

Jingle or Jolly Song that goes with the sound. The 

next page is the magic pencil page, which 

encourages the class to air-write the sound. The 

following pages are a mixture of games and word 

building exercises, which develop phonetic 

knowledge.   

 

My class have responded particularly well to the 

word-building page and use their magnetic letters 

to copy the word displayed on the interactive 

white board.  After a few examples the word box 

is left blank, allowing me to drag in sounds that we 

have covered to create other words.  The final 

page recaps all the sounds covered to date. 

 

I still use other resources to help me teach 

phonics to my class, but the Interactive 

programme really has helped stimulate the 

children, and cut down on quite a lot of valuable 

preparation time! 

Backpacks for Pre-School Children 
Joyce McIntosh (Support Teacher Literacy and 
Numeracy Early Years) 

 

East Lothian has been working with the Scottish 

Book Trust to develop a backpack which will be 

gifted to all preschool children in the authority in 

February 2010. During September one nursery in 

each cluster and one Partnership nursery took 

part in the book engagement exercise to choose a 

book for the ELC/Scottish Book Trust Explorer 

Backpack. After reading and discussing all aspects 

of the books the children voted for their 

favourite. Parents were also involved in the voting.   

 The Backpacks, containing books, whiteboards and 

key literacy messages for parents, will be gifted 

to every pre-school child in East Lothian in 

February.   To enable all staff to effectively 

deliver the key literacy messages to parents at 

the time of gifting, a CPD session for nursery 

staff is scheduled for Friday 15th January in St. 

Gabriel’s Primary from 1.00pm.  The project 

encourages children to make visits to the library 

by giving the children a chance to collect badges 

to add to their Backpack. CPD for library staff 

will also be taking place. 

This pilot project will be independently evaluated 

and the outcome will inform next steps of ELC 

Early Years Strategy and Scottish Book Trust’s 

roll out in Scotland.     

 

The book selection included: 

 

‘Salty and Button’ by Angela McAllister 

 

‘On the Way Home’ by Jill Murphy 

 

‘Rosie’s Hat’ by Julia Donaldson and Anna Currey 

 

‘The Skipping Rope Snake’ by Carol Ann Duffy and 

Lydia Monks 

 

‘Mabel’s Magical Garden’ by Paula Metcalf 

 

What has been happening at a school near you? 



  

 

Scottish Book Trust Book Vote at the Burgh 
Isla Duncan (PT Musselburgh Burgh) 

 

In August our 

Nursery was asked 

to be part of the 

Scottish Book 

Trust book 

selection process in 

choosing one of the 

two books for 

backpacks for 4 

year olds.  

Elspeth Pandit, Book Start Co-ordinator, visited 

the Nursery and introduced the Book Selection 

Process Pack to staff. 

The children and their families were informed 

about the event, then, over 2 weeks, all the 

Nursery children listened to and enjoyed the 6 

books in the selection process.  

A display informing everyone about the process 

was created within the Nursery. The children 

were able to take their parents/ carers to the 

display and look at the books and form ideas about 

their favourite book. 

One child knew from the start which one was her 

favourite just by looking at the cover and when 

she heard the story she still said it was her 

favourite book. 

The books were displayed for 2 weeks in wallets 

pinned to the display. Parents and children had 

access to these and many parents looked at the 

books and read them with their child or vice versa. 

There was a big build up to the voting day and in 

our story groups we voted for our favourite book. 

Each child had a coloured square of paper and 

they simply posted the square into the wallet 

holding the book that they liked best. 

Our Nursery voted “On the Way Home” written by 

Jill Murphy as their favourite. The storyline and 

illustrations were very appealing. 

During the whole process children, parents and 

staff were all very engaged. It gave parents the 

opportunity to be guided by their children and  

 

interact with them within the Nursery setting in a  

different way.  

This event was shared with the rest of the 

teaching staff in school during a CAT session and 

some of the teachers have adapted the process 

into areas of their classroom. 

The Nursery children and staff look forward to 

seeing the backpacks and their contents very soon 

and feel very proud about taking part in the book 

vote. 

 

Adult Literacies Reading – 6 Book Challenge 
Connie Crawford (Adult Literacies Coordinator)  

 

Students in adult literacies groups involved in the 

challenge have to read 6 books within a set 

timescale and write a very short review of each 

book.  The aim is to encourage people who have 

never read or who have never finished a book 

before to read books, and they can read any books 

of their choice. The Challenge is an excellent way 

to encourage emergent readers to start enjoying 

books. 49 students in East Lothian took part in 

the challenge this year and they were presented 

with certificates and prizes at a very enjoyable 

event in Prestonpans Library on 16 June 2009. 

This quote is typical of the comments made by 

students: 

 “I didn’t think I could do this.  It’s the first time 
I’ve tried to read a whole book and I’m really 
pleased with myself.  I’ve really enjoyed the 
stories and I’ll keep on reading books now”. 
 

Further information on the challenges can be 

found at http://www.sixbookchallenge.org.uk  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

What has been happening at a school near you? Continued….. 



  

 

 

 

In my last article, I included the definition of 

dyslexia East Lothian has adopted. 

After a young person has been identified as having 

dyslexia, I may become involved in working 

directly with him or her in a variety of ways. This 

can include planning and organisation, exam 

preparation, using digital technologies to access 

the curriculum, memory strategies and transition 

programmes. 

We may use software such as ‘Clicker 5’, ‘Co-

Writer’ or ‘Cloze Pro’.  Outside the classroom I 

work with groups of staff to develop dyslexia 

friendly schools and to raise awareness of issues 

related to dyslexia. This is largely face-to-face at 

present but I hope to use GLOW as a tool in the 

future. 

 

Hilery Williams 

hwilliams@longniddry.elcschool.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

Musselburgh Burgh Primary School and Dunbar 

Primary School both received funding from 

Learning and Teaching Scotland to develop a 

‘Write at Home’ programme in their schools.  This 

national project aims to raise standards in writing 

by encouraging parents and carers to become 

directly involved in their children’s learning.  Both 

schools are now working on their individual 

projects, and we hope to include details of these 

in the May issue of the newsletter. 

 

Four schools in Musselburgh cluster are about to 

begin a two year project using the Accelerated 

Reader programme.  The project will involve P6 

and P7 in the primary schools involved, and 

approximately forty of the S1 in Musselburgh 

Grammar School.  More details will follow in 

future issues of the Literacy News. 

 

 

 

Literacy sites 

http://www.channel4learning.com/sites/bookbox/

home.htm  

 

Contains a writing toolkit, suggestions for literacy 

games and interviews with authors. 

 

http://www.channel4learning.com   

 

Themed subject areas, containing resources, 

which may link with topics. 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools.websites/4_11/sites

/literacy.shtml  

 

You will find a learning zone and online guide to 

BBC school programmes.  Also adventures using 

characters from the Oxford Reading Tree.  

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/learning/?tab+pri

mary  

 

This is a similar site with a Scottish feel. 

 

National Literacy trust site 

 

http://www.literacytrust.org.uk  

 

Follow the links to find out about various 

developments in Reading Champions. 

 

www.teachernet.gov.uk  

 

This is an English site, and the publications refer 

to figures and research for England.  However, 

some publications, including ‘Gender and Education: 

‘Gapbusters’’ (ISBN 9781847754400), publication 

number DCSF – 00600-2009 make interesting 

reading for everyone. 

Dyslexia Support Services 

Other developments and news 

Some Useful Websites 

Dyslexia Support Services 



 

 

 

 

STOP  P RESS :   
Press release for Schools and Colleges – BBC Scotland Learning 
 

“ BBC  Ro be r t  Bu r n s  Web s i t e  
 

In recognition of the 250th anniversary of the birth of Robert Burns BBC Radio 

Scotland is creating a permanent online archive of The Complete Works of Robert 

Burns, featuring performances by some of Scotland’s best-loved actors. 
 

From Brian Cox and Alan Cumming to Robbie Coltrane, Robert Carlyle and Daniela 

Nardini, the calibre of names and acting talent is a fitting legacy for the man who 

wrote 718 poems, songs, fragments, epistles and epitaphs in the 37 years of his 

life. 

 

“To hear Burn’s poems being lifted off the page and performed by some of the best names in the 

business not only brings them to life, but gives them relevance in the 21st century.  I hope this 

website will help more people access and appreciate the amazing work of our national poet.” says 

Producer Esme Kennedy. 

 

The BBC’s commitment to record the entire catalogue of material is an ambitious project and aims 

to be completed by January 2011.  It is hoped that this website can offer a valuable resource to 

schools and colleges who recognise the importance of Robert Burns within their curriculum.   
 

To listen to nearly 300 recorded works so far, and download weekly podcasts of poems, go to 

www.bbc.co.uk/robertburns” 

 

 

 

 

 

 


