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Wel come  to the first issue of the 
Literacy Newsletter for 2010.  Since our last 

issue, there’s been a lot happening to develop 
literacy in East Lothian.  This issue contains 

details of some of these developments as 

well as news from schools and the School 

Library Service.  We hope you find these 

articles interesting.   

 

Eas t  L o th i a n L i t e r ac y  

S t ra tegy  
 

The sub-groups responsible for specific 

areas of the strategy have been moving on 

with their action plans.  Joyce McIntosh, who 

chairs the Early Years Literacy Strategy 

sub-group has been closely involved with the 

East Lothian Council/Scottish Book Trust 
Backpack for pre-school children which will 

be launched at the start of February.  1,200 

four year-olds in the authority will receive 

the backpacks.  We reported in the last 

newsletter how some nursery children had 

helped select one of the novels to be 

included in the backpack.  As well as ‘On The 

Way Home’ by Jill Murphy, which the nursery 

schools voted for unanimously, the backpack 

will contain Susan Rennie’s book, ‘An Animal 

ABC’.  The backpacks will also contain 
guidance on using the books with children, a 

Curriculum for Excellence leaflet and a 

whiteboard set.  As members of the 

‘Backpackers Club’, the children will also be 

invited to take 

up Backpacker 

challenges at 

their local 

library. 

 

 

Fo rmat i v e Asses sment  Too l  
 

Many Primary school staff in the authority 

took part last autumn in the trial of the 
Formative Assessment Tool, designed by the 

literacy consultant team led by Sue Ellis of 

Strathclyde University.  Following detailed 

feedback from this exercise, Sue has now 

further developed the tool, taking this 

feedback into consideration.  The revised 

tool will be discussed at the next meeting of 

the Literacy Strategy Steering Group.   

One small group of staff is working with the 

Primary Literacy Strategy sub-group on 
the part of the tool called ‘Take Action If …’.  

Hilery Williams, the Dyslexia Support 
Teacher, has been reviewing the Dyslexia 

Friendly School Pledge, and has attended a 

group meeting to discuss this with them. 

 

As part of the trial of the tool, a group of 

staff met in early December to conduct a 

moderation exercise.  One school in each 

cluster had been approached to provide 

materials for this exercise, which was looking 

at the materials that schools were able to 
provide as evidence to illustrate what staff 

had said in the formative assessment tool.  

The group found that the evidence submitted 

not only illustrated the statements that had 

been made, but that there was concordance 

of assessment values across the materials 

the schools had submitted.  None of the 

moderation team knew which school or class 

had submitted materials.  Mary Howie would 

like to thank everyone involved in this 

exercise. 
 

‘ Acc e l er a ted Reader  

P r o gr amme ’  

 
Three primary schools in the Musselburgh 
cluster, along with some pupils in 

Musselburgh Grammar School, are about to 

start a two-year project which will monitor 

the impact and effects of using ‘Renaissance 

Learning Accelerated Reader Programme’ 

with some of their pupils.  A growing number 

of East Lothian schools use this programme, 

and have been pleased with the positive 

impact it has on reading with the pupils in 

their schools who use the programme.  We 

hope that this project will not only improve 
the reading ability and comprehension skills 

of the pupils involved, and provide their 

teachers with valuable information about 

each pupil’s strengths and areas for 

improvement in reading, but will also let East 

Lothian Education and Children’s Services 

Department gather information about the 

short- and longer-term impact of using 

Accelerated Reader. 
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‘Scotland Reads’ 
 
During the last two 

sessions Prestonpans 

Infant School has 

worked with S6 pupils 

from Preston Lodge Secondary School as paired 

reading partners.   Many S6 pupils are keen to 

become involved in the project – some as they 

wanted to choose teaching as a career, others for 

the opportunity to work with younger children in 

the community – and it also looks good on their CV! 

 

In early September the interested S6 pupils – 18 

of them this year – attended a training sessions in 

Prestonpans Infant 

school.  They were 

then issued with a 

booklet explaining 

school procedures, a 

manual about the 

reading method and a 

diary.  The diary is 

used to record the 

infant pupil’s choice 

of books throughout 

the term. After permission has been received 

from the parents of pupils in the school who will 

be involved in the approach, each S6 reading 

partner is assigned a pupil.  This year the pupils 

were selected from Primary 3.  The reading 

partner reads with the pupil at least three times a 

week for about 20 – 30 minutes a session.  The S6 

partners are committed to this arrangement and 

turn up regularly at their appointed time.  The S6 

partners use their free study period to be 

involved in ‘Scotland Reads’, and work with the 

children in the infant school library.  After each 

reading session the senior pupil writes up their 

diary and finishes with an informal chat.  This 

helps develop relationships and builds a great 

rapport with each other. S6 partners have become 

very much  

 

 

part of our school community due to the reading 

programme and even attend our special 

assemblies. 

      

Reading is an essential part of every day life and 

the ‘Scotland Reads’ experience makes reading 

worthwhile and enjoyable to both the P3 and S6 

partners.  Choosing the reading materials from 

boxes of specially selected reading books gives 

each pupil a sense of ownership.  The pupils really 

enjoy this sense of ownership in choosing their 

reading materials.  

 

One benefit from this experience has been the 

increase in the pupil’s confidence in reading.  They 

enjoy the one to one attention and are more 

positive about reading.  The paired reading 

sessions also encourage the pupils to read more 

independently and so it raises their level of 

achievement.  As one P3 class teacher said, “The 

children who are part of the ‘Scotland Reads’ 

paired reading have really grown in confidence, 

and now take part and enjoy reading aloud to the 

rest of the class.  I see great benefits using the 

paired reading method.”  Parents also appreciate 

the extra help.  As one parent said, “I have seen 

real improvement in his willingness to read – he 

now reads a lot more books at home by himself.” 

Prestonpans Infant 

School is now committed to using this method to 

encourage our children to read and to develop an 

interest in books for their life-long learning. 
 
 
 
 

Heather McBirnie, Deputy Head Teacher, 

Prestonpans Infant School 
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CPD Course Informat i on  
CPD Course – We do not have any CPD courses on literacy due to run before Easter.   

 

Check out the Curriculum for Excellence Planning Session.  This course will look at language planning, with 

staff from various primary schools and the library service sharing experiences and planning examples.   

 

ECS377 Curriculum for Excellence Planning Session  

24 February 2010 at St Mary’s Hall from 4:00 – 6:00 

 

To book a place contact the staff development team staffdevesc@easlothian.gov.uk.  

 

East Loth ian L ibrary Serv i ces ’  Project Boxes  

 
 

 

Susan Boylan, Librarian, Young People’s Services 

tells us more about East Lothian Library Services’ 

Project Boxes. 

  

Do you know 

• how to write your name in hieroglyphics? 

• how Victorian gentlemen kept their 

moustaches dry when drinking cups of tea? 

• what a U-boat smelt like? 

 

Answers to these questions and much more can be 

found in your project box, a fantastic, free 

resource available every term from the school 

library service. 

 

Each project box contains items individually 

selected by a qualified librarian according to the 

criteria stipulated on the request form which is 

completed by teachers.  We try to include a 

variety of formats: books, artefacts, CD-ROMs, 

DVDs, posters and photo packs.  We select 

material that will support the Curriculum, 

encourage active learning, support all learning 

styles and encourage independent research skills. 

 

Artefacts, in particular, can help provide a 

more stimulating learning experience. We 

have a varied collection including a Mary, 

Queen of Scots outfit, a giant tooth with 

toothbrush, an evacuee’s suitcase, an unhealthy 

organs tabard, Hindu musical sticks, recycling 

jigsaw, an artificial cocoa pod, tobacco facts catch 

ball, bottles of wartime aromas, Inuit boots, and a  

“Guess what it is?” bag of Victorian items. 

 

The project boxes can be used in a variety of 

ways.   There are materials for displays, puppets 

for role-play, song sheets and outfits for 

assemblies. 

 

It’s important that we receive project box 

request forms as early as possible.  Each term the 

school library service makes up an average of 

between 245 to 250 boxes, containing in total 

8,000 to 9,000 books and 2,500 items in other 

formats. Some subjects are very popular.  Last 

term, 18 Primary Seven classes studying World 

War 2 requested and received a project box! 

 

If you would like any further information about 

the project boxes or would like to come and see 

our selection of stock, please contact Susan 

Boylan on 01620 828213 or email 

sboylan@eastlothian.gov.uk  

 



 
 

 

 

The Scho o l  Out reach  Ser v i c e  
 

Children and young people who cannot attend school due 

to their medical conditions “can and wish to achieve like 
their peers”. (A. Closs 2000)  In East Lothian,  Joan 
MacRae, the Home Hospital Outreach Teacher, works 

with pupils and schools to help ensure that all pupils who 

cannot attend school have the appropriate support to 

maintain their education.  Joan provides flexible 

support for the school and pupil.  The curriculum can be 

adapted for pupils when necessary, to include activities 

which will enable them to achieve, although working in 

isolation from peers. She may also introduce strategies 

to support pupils’ skills in planning and independent 

learning . 

   
The aim of Joan’s work is to keep pupils on track with 

their peers and the curriculum at the relevant stage and 

to support a return to school whenever possible.  

Following an absence, a graded exposure to school may 

be required to re-establish routines.  

 

Joan’s work may also include helping to counter 

discrimination against pupils who are disadvantaged by 

their illness, often marginalised, and who sometimes 

become the victims of bullying in school. 

Support can also be provided to pupils to enable them to 

achieve, for example in completing SQA exams in 

hospital or at home. 

 

Each pupil with mental illness is treated on an individual 

basis, but the overarching principles include 

demonstrating empathy and fairness, being caring and 

approachable, being resourceful and positive and 

adopting a problem-solving approach, being creative and 

imaginative and having an open attitude to change.  Here 

too, Joan’s work involves collaborating with parents and 

other professionals. 

  
Joan can be contacted at: Joan MacRae (Home Hospital 

Outreach teacher), jmacrae@elcschool.org.uk, or via 

the Elnet universal referral form. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Museums  o n the Move ’  –   

An  In te rd i sc i p l i n ary  P ro jec t  

 

East Lothian Council Museums Service offer a wide 

range of resources for teachers, including loan boxes, 

school workshops and CPD sessions. Our ‘Museums on 

the Move’ initiative is proving to be popular with 

teachers aiming to create interdisciplinary projects. We 

offer: 

 

•A workshop with your class on how to create a museum 

•Suitable objects to display 

•Help with display 

•Support for you too! 

 

In the past, schools have linked into curricular areas 

beyond social studies through the following methods: 

  

Writing guidebooks or 

labels 

Literacy and English 

Charging for entry or 

having a café 

Numeracy, weighing, 

measuring, Enterprise 

Creating audio tours, films 

or PowerPoint 

ICT 

Creating additional 

objects 

Expressive Arts – Art and 

Design 

Becoming a tour guide or 

re-enactor 

Expressive Arts - Drama 

 

Classes from P1 through to S4s have created museums 

with our assistance and we’d like to help you too! 

 

If you are interested in any of the services offered by 

the Museums Service, including ‘Museums on the Move’, 

please contact Sarah Cowie on 01620 828225 or email 

scowie@eastlothian.gov.uk 

 

More information can be found on 

our website 

www.eastlothianmuseums.org and 

click on ‘Education and Access’.  

The next issue is due to be distributed 

around 10 May. Please submit articles to 

Mary Howie mhowie@eastlothian.gov.uk by 

30th April. 



 
 

What is happening at a school near you? 
  

Spotlight on P3, Stoneyhill 

Primary School 

 

C i ndere l l a  -  Drama and  

Wr i t i n g  

 

In primary 3 we are excited 

about making links between our 

drama experiences and our imaginative writing. We 

have been looking at the story of Cinderella in 

drama and writing. We became Cinderella at 

different stages of the story. We interviewed 

each other to find out how Cinderella was feeling 

at these different stages. In writing we then 

created thought bubbles describing how she felt 

and we wrote fashion stars that described what 

she was wearing. We have designed a Cinderella 

‘role on the wall’ so we can see her in the 

classroom all the time. We are looking forward to 

describing where Cinderella lives and in drama we 

will be showing ‘estate agents’ around Cinderella’s 

home! In writing we will be setting the scene for 

the opening chapter of Cinderella’s story 

reflecting on our drama experiences to help our 

writing come alive. 

“I really enjoyed becoming Cinderella in drama,” 
said Anna. 
“I never thought I would enjoy drama as much, but 
it has really helped with my writing,” remarked 
Ciaran. 
“I really enjoyed dressing up as Cinderalla. I 
thought it was funny and it helped me describe 
her a lot better because I was actually wearing 
her clothes!” Nicole reported. 
“I enjoyed acting out Cinderella,” Patrick said. 
 
Anc i en t  Egyp t i a n Lea r n i n g  Wa l l  

 

We have a learning wall that covers one huge wall 

in our classroom! The learning wall shows what we 

have been learning in our IDEA (Interdisciplinary 

Experiences and Activities). At the moment our 

Learning Wall is covered with Ancient Egyptian 

facts, information, pictures, photos…  We even 

have a river Nile flowing along the wall. We enjoy 

finding out things and displaying them on our wall. 

It means we see our learning all the time! At the 

start of an IDEA we create a ‘Kidspiration’ plan 

with our teacher, we let her know what we want to 

learn and how we want to learn it. We also set a 

personal key question and we hope to answer it by 

the end of our IDEA. 

“The Learning Wall shows what we have been 
learning,” explained Anna. 
“I love having a learning wall in our classroom 
because we get to share everything we do,” Ciaran 
said proudly. 
“We really like creating our Learning Wall because 
we like doing our own things in a way that best 
suits us,” Erin explained. 
“Our Learning Wall is always full of fabulous stuff 
about our IDEA and it seems 
to grow over night- we might 
need a learning ceiling and 
floor as well!” exclaimed 
Sebastian. 
“I love the learning Wall 
because there is so much 
space to share our Ancient Egyptian 
activities.” Like many of her 
classmates, Nicole is proud of the 
learning wall.  
 

Alison Taylor 

Stoneyhill Primary 

 

 

 

Stop  P r e s s  

 

Details of a writing competition, sponsored by 

Collins Educational, for P5 and P6.  Please follow 

the link for information. 

http://www.collinseducation.com/Primary/Pages/C

BCcompetition.aspx  

 



 

Some Useful Websites 

 

Four sites recommended by Agnès Guyon, Senior Librarian, Young People’s Services, East Lothian Council. 

 

http://www.robert-louis-stevenson.org/schools  

This extensive web site provides information on many aspects of Stevenson’s life and work.  The School Pack 

section, in particular, may be of interest to staff. 

 

http://www.gcal.ac.uk/ils/InformationLiteracyinSchools.html  

This site includes real and relevant skills for 21st century, with material for early and first levels of 

Curriculum for Excellence to be added shortly. 

 

http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/informationliteracy/index.asp  

If you haven’t visited this site before, it’s worth a look. It includes materials for staff and pupils on 

different aspects of information literacy, with separate information for learners, parents and teachers. 

 

http://www.readingzone.com/home.php 

This attractively presented site contains lots of information about books, including brief reviews of new 

titles, author profiles and separate areas for families, children and librarians. 

 

 

‘ A  V i s i o n  fo r  Sco t l a nd ’  

 

You may have seen press reports concerning ‘A Vision for Scotland’, the report and final recommendation of 

the Literacy Commission, published in December 2009.  The report can be found at 

http://www.sptc.info/pdf/consultations/FinalLitComdraft1.5pdf 

 

 

L i t e ra cy  S teer i ng  Gr o up

 

Who’s on the group? 

As the list below shows, members of the literacy steering group can offer expertise in different aspects of 

literacy. 

 
Sheila Ainslie   (Quality Improvement Manager) 

Mary Howie   (Advisory Teacher, English)  
Joyce McIntosh            (Early Years–North Berwick Nursery) 

Mary McCall   (Pencaitland Primary School), 

Karen Haspolat   (Quality Improvement Officer) 

Liz Herd    (Inclusion & Equality Officer) 

Kay Chapman   (West Barns Primary School)  

Sarah Ingham   (Knox Academy) 

Agnès Guyon   (Library Services) 

Therese Laing   (Humbie Primary School) 
Alison Taylor   (Stoneyhill Primary School) 

Sarah Williams   (Educational Psychologist) 

Liz Mitchell   (Asst. Educational Psychologist) 

Connie Crawford    (Adult Literacy)  

Heather McBirnie   (Prestonpans Infant School) 

Susan Conway  (North Berwick High School)

 

 

 

 


