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Welcome to the December issue of 
the Literacy Newsletter.   We hope 

that you find the articles in this issue 

helpful and informative.  As always, if 

you would like to comment on one of the 

articles, or submit an article for 

inclusion in a future issue, please 

contact one of the literacy team.  Our 

contact details are on this page. 

 

Department News  
You may already know that the 

department is reviewing the existing 

structure of meetings and groups.   In 

the interim, until the structure is 

finalised, meetings of the Literacy 

Steering Group planned for later this 

session have been put on hold.  

Questions and comments about the 

literacy strategy should, in the 

meantime, be addressed to members of 

the literacy team, whose contact 

details can be found on this page. 

Working Part ies 
 

The East Lothian Curriculum for 

Excellence Operational Group has 

recently agreed to the formation of 

two small working groups for literacy.  

One will focus on reading progression 

from early level to the end of 2nd level 

Curriculum for Excellence, and the 

other on literacy across learning.  It is 

hoped that the groups will each create 

a ‘pack’ of information and materials 

for East Lothian staff.  Membership of 

each group has now been agreed.  Work 

will start very soon, and be completed 

by Easter 2011.  The next issue of the 

newsletter will contain an update on the 

progress of these two groups. 

CPD COURSES YOU MIGHT LIKE TO ENROL FOR 

Storytelling—21/1/11—2pm-4pm 
Stories are a valuable tool when teaching children about 

the world and how to live in it.  This workshop will give 

you some ideas and advice on how to bring stories to life 

in your classroom through using a range of storytelling 

tools and techniques.—to book contact  

rbaxter@eastlothian.gov.uk   

 
Critical Literacy and Higher Order Thinking 

Day—28/1/11 LTS and East Lothian are providing the 
above event. As spaces are limited they will be offered 

to a small number of staff from each cluster and not 

through the usual booking channels. 
 

Communication Development in the Early Years 

10/2/11 & 26/2/11—4-6pm  

Designed for:   

Nursery Teachers, Nursery Nurses and other 

staff working with children in a pre-school 

setting 
On completion of the course, participants will 

have: 

• An understanding of early communication 

development 

• An understanding of developmental speech, 

language and communication difficulties 

• An awareness of referral guidelines and 

pathways 

• Practical ideas for supporting communication 

development in a pre-school setting 

• The opportunity to try out strategies in 

workshop activities  

 

For more information  - http://edubuzz.org/
blogs/cpdshare/  
 
BOOKS FOR ALL 
Designed for:  Those wanting to support learners with 

literacy difficulties to access and create text using 

MS Word 2003 

 

On completion of the course, participants will: 

• Be enabled to support learners with reading and 

writing difficulties  

• Be able to access information and demonstrate 

knowledge and understanding without the 

barrier of print 

 

For more information  - http://edubuzz.org/
blogs/cpdshare/  



Some Useful Websites 

In response to Building the Curriculum 5’s 

statements that ‘professional dialogue is 
central to the creation of [a] shared 
understanding’ and that ‘Local authorities will 
develop procedures for moderation across 
their schools and for linking local and national 
arrangements’, East Lothian has set up an 
authority-wide network of moderators and 

moderation meetings for teachers to 

participate in professional dialogue and 

collegiate working in literacy. 

 

Throughout this school session, the authority 

is facilitating a series of meetings for school 

moderators and representatives from clusters 

to support moderation activities in literacy.  

Following a meeting of cluster representatives 

in September, all school literacy coordinators 

met in their cluster groups during November, 

to discuss the way forward with the 

moderation of literacy in their cluster.  A 

number of clusters carried out moderation 

exercises at these meetings, and examples of 

work have been put forward for the cluster 

representatives to look at when they meet in 

January 2011. 

 

When a class teacher wants to submit a piece 

of pupil’s work for moderation by the school 

literacy coordinators, the class teacher 

completes a short pro-forma, stating clearly 

why they have submitted the piece of work.  

The pro-forma, and a copy of the work, is then 

passed to the school literacy coordinator.  

After the piece of work has been discussed by 

the school literacy coordinators within the 

cluster, a separate space on the pro-forma is 

available for them (and the cluster 

representatives, if the work is discussed at 

their meeting) to record their response to the 

reason for referral.  All this is fed back to the 

class teacher.  Examples of the materials that 

the school and cluster representatives 

moderate will be put on Education Exchange. 

 

The aim of all this work is to create groups 

who will develop and disseminate a shared 

understanding of standards and expectations 

in literacy for the broad general education 

from early to fourth levels of Curriculum for 

Excellence.  Your school literacy coordinator 

will be able to tell you more about this process.  

If you don’t know who your school coordinator 

is – please ask!    

Cluster Moderation Meetings for Literacy  

www.arbookfind.co.uk   

      If you use Accelerated Reader in 

your school, you’ll probably know about 

this site.  If you don’t have 

Accelerated Reader, you might not 

know that as well as listing lots of 

fiction and non-fiction texts, this site 

includes the titles of the long-listed 

texts for the British Book Awards, 

the Carnegie Medal, the Guardian 

Children’s Fiction Prize and the Kate 

Greenaway Medal, among others.  

 

http://edubuzz.org/blogs/

curriculumforexcellence/planning-

support/literacy-support/literacy-

markers/ 

 

The final versions of the writing 

criteria sheets were posted to this 

eduBuzz page a few weeks ago.  We 

hope to have the literacy signposts 

completed and posted to Edubuzz 

before the end of term. 



‘ M y  Ea s t  L o t h i a n ’  P o e t r y  C om pe t i t i o n  

A Scottish Poetry Competition for East Lothian school children took place recently.  

As part of the prize, the winners’ poems were presented at the Saltire 2010 

celebrations in St. Mary's Church on Sunday 28 November.  Peter Kerr, the well-

known author, presented certificates to the winners at the service.    There were 91 

separate entries from pupils in stages P4 – P7, mainly from individual pupils, as well 

as two group entries.  The winning poems came from Law Primary School and 

Pencaitland Primary School.  Congratulations to all who took part in the competition 

for sending in poems of a very high standard.  As Peter MacKenzie, one of the 

judges, summed up, ‘We had many eloquent poems to consider and this made judging 

and choosing the winners quite challenging.’  Here are the winning poems.  

Ewan McDougall  P6A Law Primary 

P5 Pencaitland  Primary 

Reminder 
Updates on materials, events and information about Curriculum for Excellence 

in East Lothian can be found by regularly checking the eduBuzz site (http://

edubuzz.org/blogs/curriculumforexcellence/) and clicking on ’Literacy’.  Writing 

criteria sheets and literacy signposts can be found by clicking on ‘’Planning Sup-

port’ and selecting from the drop-down menu. 



 

‘Manfred the Baddie’ 

‘Primary 1 pupils should all have now 

received their personal copies of 

‘Manfred the Baddie’, gifted through 

the Scottish Book Trust.  As well as 

teacher and parent resources, the 

Scottish Book Trust’s web site 

(www.scottishbooktrust.com) has a 

video of John Fardell reading ‘Manfred 

the Baddie’ – and providing lots of 

different voices too!’ 

 

The literacy newsletter is currently distributed in two ways – a hard copy 

is sent to each school, and an electronic version is also emailed to schools.  

We are considering changing this method of distribution, and would like 

to know whether you would prefer to receive an email with a link to the 

newsletter on-line, rather than the existing attachment.   Please email 

Suzanne Todd (stodd@eastlothian.gov.uk) saying which method you would 

prefer – either attachment or link.  We will take your responses into 

account in deciding how we distribute future issues of the newsletter . 



Musselburgh Burgh Primary 

School 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
School Roll - 346 No of Staff—23   

Nursery—Primary 7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Abbotsford Middle School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
School Roll—535  No of Staff 45 Grades 6 –8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
School Motto: - Working together we will succeed…. 

From Musselburgh Burgh to Abbotsford Middle School 

School Aims 
 

To make the school a welcoming, happy place for everyone, 

to encourage respect for our school environment and to 

foster and develop links with parents and the local and 

wider community.  

 

To make use of opportunities for staff development.  

 

To raise attainment by employing a range of resources to 

enhance and extend pupils’ learning.  

 

To promote high quality learning and teaching.  

 

To promote a sense of individual worth in all members of 

the school community.  

 

To create a positive, safe and caring atmosphere where 

everyone is treated with respect.  

 

To implement regional and national guidelines through an 

education which is appropriate to the needs of individuals 

and will raise standards. 

Mission Statement 
 

We are a community working together to provide 

engaging learning opportunities for all to educated, 

responsible and respectful citizens.  

In our last issue, Sarah Robson, PT at 
Musselburgh Burgh Primary School, wrote 
about her first impressions of life and 
teaching in British Columbia.  Here, her 
exchange partner from Canada, Kathy 
Shannon, writes about some of the similarities 
and differences she has noted in her first few 
months at Musselburgh Burgh. 
 

  I bring warm greetings from Abbotsford 

(yes! A Scottish connection), British Columbia, 

Canada!  I have had the pleasure of teaching 

P7s at Musselburgh Burgh Primary for 3 

months now, and I find the staff, parent 

helpers, and administration team are creating 

a caring and safe environment for children to 

learn and explore a wide purposeful curriculum.  

Whether in Canada or in Scotland teaching has 

its challenges; however, we strive to make a 

difference in students’ lives by equipping them 

to become inquisitive, confident, and 

successful learners.  Interestingly, the motto 

at the Burgh is, “Everything is Possible!” 

 

  Scotland’s Curriculum for Excellence closely 

parallels Abbotsford Middle’s International 

Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme (AMS) 

with both curriculums realizing (yes, we do use 

z) that students need a global citizenship 

perspective. In essence, MYP ‘provides a 

framework of academic challenge that 

encourages students to embrace and 



understand the connections between 

traditional subjects and the real world, and 

become critical and reflective thinkers.’ 

Although here a greater focus seems to be on 

planning lessons, at AMS assessment of 

understanding and feedback is more heavily 

weighted. 

 

  So, what are some of the other differences, 

I am frequently asked.  In Canada, I teach 

gender classes; all boys and then all girls for 

Language Arts, Math (short for mathematics), 

Health & Career Education, and Phys. Ed.  

However, the AMS grade 6 students (P7s 

here) are taught in mixed classes, the same as 

here. 

 

 All AMS students participate in DPA (Daily 

Physical Activity) which is different to PE 

classes. DPA is more a time of unstructured 

activities, often of the students’ choosing. A 

class might have several activities happening 

at once, such as hockey, soccer, basketball, 

skipping, or tag, but on other days students 

might stand by their desks and move to music. 

 

While subject areas are similar teachers get 

“Prep” (Non-contact) time when students go to 

Exploration classes (art, cooking, sewing, 

drama, woodworking, Tech, etc).  AMS Yearly 

Overviews & Previews are submitted once per 

year at the end of September, while here, 

Forward Plans are submitted four times per 

year.   AMS teachers supervise students in 

the classroom during the lunch eating time and 

for 25 minutes once a week (outside of class 

time). This could be in the corridors, 

cafeteria, or multi-purpose room. 

 

In Canada school began on Sept 7, while here I 

officially started on Aug. 16th.  AMS has 3 

terms (ending Dec, Mar, & Jun) when ‘student 

progress reports’ are sent home, as opposed to 

once per year here. Students’ grades and 

notification of missing assignments can be 

accessed via the internet at any time.  

 

Students & teachers here have several 

holidays dispersed throughout the year while 

AMS has a 9 week summer holiday, 2 weeks at 

Christmas, & 2 weeks in March.  (Personally, I 

would like to take this Scottish practice back 

to Canada!)  

 

  As with any new or different venture there 

are positives and challenges.  I have certainly 

been blessed during my time here with a 

helpful staff, and children with enchanting 

accents who have charmed me to no end. I am 

looking forward to a ‘brilliant’ year with them. 

We would like to wish all our readers a  
Happy Holiday! 

 
Don’t forget articles four our first issue 

of 2011 should be submitted by  
9th February 2011. 


