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W e l c o m e to the March 2011 issue of 

the Literacy Newsletter.  In this issue 

you’ll find articles about some of the 

developments in literacy practice that have 

been taking place across East Lothian in 

the last few months.  There’s also a 

reminder of the competition, open to both 

primary and secondary schools, to design a 

new banner for the newsletter.  Details can 

be found on page  2. 

 

D e p a r t m e n t  N e w s  

 

The Education Strategy Group, which is 

replacing a number of other groups, 

including the literacy strategy group, has 

now been convened.  Its first meeting was  

held recently.   Membership includes Head 

Teachers and  Departmental Officers. 

 

W o r k i n g  P a r t i e s  

 

The two literacy working parties formed 

late last year are moving forward with 

their task, and will be reporting before the 

end of term.  Emma Kerr, Janette   Gordon, 

Melanie Collier, Jo Legge and Alison 

Barbour have been working hard looking at 

reading progression from early level to the 

end of second level, and Sarah Ingham, Jim 

Maxwell, Janet Scott, Dale Armatage and 

Michelle Kersh are working on literacy 

across learning from early level onwards.  

The May issue of the Literacy Newsletter 

will contain details about how staff will be 

able to access the results of the work the 

groups are carrying out. Both groups are 

planning CPD early next session. Look out 

for details in the  CPD brochure 2011/12. 

L i n k  o r  a t t a c h m e n t ?   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Many thanks to those who responded to 

our question in the last issue about the 

way we should distribute the 

newsletter in future.  There was no 

clear consensus about the way readers 

preferred to access the newsletter.  As 

a result, we have decided to continue to 

send the newsletter as an email 

attachment in the interim.  The 

newsletter can also be found on 

Edubuzz at edubuzz.org. 

 
 
 

 
C P D  F e e d b a c k  –  C r i t i c a l  

L i t e r a c y  a n d  H i g h e r  
O r d e r  T h i n k i n g  

 
On 28th January, more than twenty 

staff from East Lothian attended a full 

day course about Critical Literacy and 

Higher Order Thinking.  Learning and 

Teaching Scotland have been delivering 

this course to a number of authorities 

over the last few months.  As well as 

looking at different types of 

information text, note-making and 

higher order thinking, the two Learning 

and Teaching Scotland development 

officers leading the course offered  a 

variety of ways of using Bloom’s 

taxonomy in the classroom and provided 

practical ideas and suggestions for 

classroom teachers to move forward.  

Attendees included school librarians, 

secondary and primary school staff.  



 

When a school approached me a couple of 

months ago, asking about using lined or 

unlined paper for pupils just starting to 

write, I took the opportunity to ask a small 

selection of schools around the authority 

about their preferences in this.  The 

majority of the schools I asked said that 

they started with blank paper whilst infant 

pupils were learning letter formation.  Many 

of these schools went on to say that they 

then moved on to using lined paper, some 

taking the time to create hand-drawn lines 

on paper for the pupils.  One school also use 

small white boards – blank on one side, 

widely spaced lines on the other – in the 

initial stages of pupils learning to write.  A 

number of schools  used jotters with a blank 

space for an illustration at the top of the 

page for pupils in the early years. 

I’m now curious to discover whether these 

approaches are typical of all our East 

Lothian primary schools.  Does your school 

use lined or unlined paper for children in the 

early stages of learning to write?  Is there 

an approach to this that you’d like to share 

with other readers of the literacy 

newsletter?   I’d like to hear about it, and 

will include your responses in the next issue.  

You can email me at 

mhowie@eastlothian.gov.uk   

Mary Howie 

O n  t h e  ‘ W r i t e ’  L i n e s ?  

T h e  M a c W r i t e  C l a n  a r e  

c o m i n g !  
 

The MacWrites will be arriving in your school soon. 

They are a new resource designed by East Lothian 

secondary school librarians to help your students to 

become effective researchers. The MacWrite Clan 

will arrive in digital 

format. Contents 

include templates for 

students to use to guide 

them through the 

various stages of 

researching a topic, teachers’ notes and associated 

downloads, including relevant Curriculum for 

Excellence Outcomes and Experiences. School 

librarians are currently working with the Literacy 

Working Group to trial the new materials and 

arrange CDP sessions. 

 
 Anne Johnston, Librarian Dunbar Grammar 
 ajohnston@dunbargrammar.elcschool.org.uk  
 

 
East Lothian Library Service 

Newsletter 
The latest issue of this newsletter 
was sent to schools recently.  If you 
haven’t yet received your copy, 
please contact Susan Boylan 
(sboylan@eastlothian.gov.uk) who will 
be able to arrange to email you a 
copy.  Susan is hoping to publish the 
next issue in May. 

  

 The MacWrite Clan 
 

 
 
All schools are reminded that this 
Friday , 1st April is the deadline for 
entries to our competition to design a 
new banner for the Literacy News.  
Information about the competition was 
sent out in mid March. 



 

Jack and the Giant e-book, or How a Class of P2 Pupils Became Published Authors  

 

In early January this year teachers 

at Sanderson’s Wynd Primary were 

presented with the idea of a whole 

school storyline.  This would explore 

a new way of teaching with the four 

capacities of the 

Curriculum for 

Excellence at its 

heart - the learning 

would be led by the 

children.  Our part of the storyline began 

on January 11th with a visit from the 

mysterious Keeper of the Stories (aka 

Nigel Bird, our Support for Learning 

teacher) who was so convincing in his 

performance that he ignited a passion and 

enthusiasm for our project in both pupils 

and staff.   

During his visit, Primary 2P were given a scroll stating 

that our task was to recreate the story of 

Jack and the Beanstalk, which, along with 

other fairy tales, had gone missing. The 

children were so excited that we immediately 

began exploring the tale using our common 

knowledge and role playing with dolls and 

puppets from our story corner. Then we put 

all our ideas on the leaves of a large paper 

beanstalk, which we used to guide us through 

the five weeks of our storyline.  

Our work was largely literacy-based, but 

driven by drama and art. Working in small 

teams, we created nearly life-sized images of 

our characters based on the art of Joan Eardley. We felt 

that Jack must have been sad and hungry, like the 

subjects of her paintings. Through drama we acted out 

how the characters might have felt and then placed 

interesting words to describe them around our display.  

Pupils drew pictures of the characters in their special 

‘Jack’ jotters.  Over the course of a week each pupil 

worked with a member of staff to complete their own 

story of Jack.  As well as using ‘wow’ connecting words to 

make our writing more interesting, the pupils decided the 

success criteria for themselves. 

With our individual stories finished we still needed to 

come up with a single story to present to the Keeper to 

replace the missing story in Fairyland. We decided as a 

class that we could each contribute a sentence (or 

possibly two) to combine our ideas into one story. Over 

the course of a week each child contributed to the story 

as we built it up on the interactive white board.  It was 

rewarding to see how class members spontaneously 

suggested interesting words to one another.   

When we had completed our writing Nigel offered to help 

us publish our book.   We enthusiastically agreed that 

selling our e-book on Amazon would be exciting. At the 

time of writing this article we have sold 86 copies of our 

book and the authors (class P2P) have chosen to donate all 

profits to Save the Children. They have been learning 

about the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and 

would like to help children who don’t have the basic things 

they need, just like Jack before he got his magic beans. 

When reflecting on our storyline project, I 

realise that working as a team with pupils and 

other staff members led us to a destination 

that I could never have anticipated.  The 

children in P2P generated many more ideas for 

our learning than we could have addressed in a 

five week period. Therefore I have thrown my 

long term plans out the window with the beans 

and let their ideas germinate. Our new topic, 

‘Growing’, is a natural continuation of Jack and 

the Beanstalk. Our magic beans are growing indoors in 

wigwams and we are now exploring germination and 

growth in more detail.  I can only   imagine that Jack will 

be with us for a long time to come.  

If you would like any more information about our 

Storyline please visit our blog at http://edubuzz.org/

blogs/sandersonswyndprimary2p/category/storyline/  

You can find the e-book of Jack and the Giant at http://

www . amazon . c o . u k /Jac k -And -The-G i a n t /dp /

B 0 0 4 N N V W I E / r e f = s r _ 1 _ 2 ?

s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1299582299&sr=1-2  

Karla Pearce Class teacher P2P, Sanderson’s Wynd Primary 

School 

 



‘Music and Me’, a resource for Nursery 

staff, is the product of a process that 

began almost eighteen months ago in 

Preston Lodge High School.  There, as 

part of a wider conference about 

‘Learning, Emotions and Well Being’, Dave 

Trouton, a talented musician and 

composer, led a workshop presentation 

about using music to help develop 

emotional literacy in a teenage group.  At 

about this time, too, the 

scoping of an ‘outcome 

pathway’ for readiness to 

learn in young children was 

being developed as part of 

the planning for ‘Support 

from the Start’.  This 

process recognised that 

there was scope for further 

development of the role of 

music and rhythm to support 

language development in the 

early years.  Sheila Laing, HT of Campie 

Primary School, and Education 

Department service champion for 

‘Support from the Start’,  then developed 

a proposal to pilot work in this area in a 

nursery setting and, if possible, develop a 

resource that could be used by all 

nursery staff, irrespective of their own 

perceived musical ability. 

Many months later, a successful pilot of 

‘Music and Me’ has been completed in the 

nursery classes of Wallyford and 

Whitecraig Primary Schools, and a second 

stage pilot in Campie and St. Martin’s 

nursery classes will start soon.  Two key 

outcomes for ‘Support from the Start’ – 

improving readiness to learn (aspects 

such as active listening, concentration, 

turn taking), and improving emotional well 

being (for example developing self 

expression and emotional literacy) are 

addressed in the resource, as well as 

skills such as carrying out instructions, 

turn-taking and co-operation and 

collaboration.  CPD in how to use the 

resource will be offered to nursery staff 

in all East Lothian primary schools early 

next session, alongside a roll-out to all 

primary schools.   

The resource has tried to 

address, among other things, 

real concerns on the part of 

the nursery children.  Anxiety 

about using the dinner hall, 

queuing, making choices, etc., 

when they moved up to P1 has 

been addressed through pupil 

involvement in a ‘Sound Story’ 

within the resource, and 

‘Grandad Turnip’s Story’ helps 

children to discuss not only why 

it’s ok to feel sad sometimes, but also the 

importance of telling someone about it.  

Discussion and active listening play a big 

part in the lessons.  Feedback from the 

initial pilot has been very positive, not 

just from staff.  ‘Is the music man 

coming back in?’ asked one pre-school 

pupil, just a few weeks ago.   

Final word must go to Pat Holden, 

Principal Teacher of Primary Music 

Specialists, who, while delighted to have 

been involved in the production of this 

very practical resource that can be 

accessed by all nursery staff without 

requiring any specific musical skills, adds 

that he sincerely hopes ‘that this is a 

resource that will be well used and not 

just sit on a table in the music corner!’ 

‘Music and Me’ or ‘Is the Music Man Coming Back In?’  



Lennox visits Wallyford Library for Accelerated Reader Launch 

Many East Lothian schools use the 
Accelerated Reader programme and now it is 
being launched in public libraries - with East 
Lothian leading the way for the whole of the 
UK, as Agnès Guyon, Senior Librarian, Young 
Peoples’ Services, explains. 
 
‘The Accelerated Reader 

(AR) programme has been 

launched in public libraries! 

It was great to see Primary 

4 children in Wallyford 

library recently and given 

their disappointment when 

it was time for them to go, 

they clearly enjoyed the 

visit. 

After an explanation of how to find books at 

their level in the library, they were given a 

collector’s card to keep track of their 

reading and will receive a certificate when 

they have borrowed six AR books. Then they 

had fun choosing books with the help of the 

local library staff who had been trained by 

Renaissance Learning to provide this 

support. 

 

We are looking forward to welcoming more 

schools to their local library for a similar 

experience. We have ensured that at least 

one member of staff per library has been 

trained by Renaissance Learning, we have 

also identified and tagged AR stock and 

purchased new stock. As a small 

extra incentive, “collector cards” 

will be distributed to pupils.  

Hopefully, with schools and 

libraries working together, this 

initiative will help pupils take 

skills learnt at school and turn 

them into lifelong reading habits.’  

 

 
The Council received £5,000 funding from 
the Scottish Government’s Library 
Improvement Fund, administered by the 
Scottish Library and Information Council 
(SLIC) for this project. 
 
Pupils still complete quizzes in school, 
enabling teachers to continue to monitor the 
programme.  Agnès has sent all head 
teachers a letter outlining this new 
development. 

 

The London Olympics may 

still be more than a year 

away, but you  might want 

to have a look at http://

getset.london2012.com/en/

home  web site for the London 2010 

Educational Programme.  The Search 

criteria allows staff to look for 

appropriate material by age, content 

type and theme.   

 

 

 

Writing  is Fun 

 

http://www.writingfun.com/ 

 

This site contains a mixture of poster-

style information sheets, with examples, 

about a writing genre, and writing frame 

type  organisers which open in Word. 

Some Useful Websites 


